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The BIG Buzz 

Information for 

the weekly Buzz 

is due in the  

office by  

9:00 a.m.  

Thursday. 

Our Education Year 

           Kicks-off 

on September 9th! 

 We have classes for ALL age groups 

during the 9:30-10:30 a.m. hour right after fellowship. 
  

Again this year we are offering a nursery time for our Little Lambs!  It's for children under 
the age of 3 by 9/1/2018 or those not pottytrained - we would love to have your little ones 
join us! 

Register for Sunday School online on the Bethel website! 
  

Rally Day Festivities 

will kick-off with Fellowship in the Fellowship Hall at 9:00 a.m. 
and all the details are below! 

  

When?  September 9th,  9:00-10:30am 
  

What?  We'll have something for ALL age groups!    

 Come and check it out - we'd love to have you! 
  

Why?  We have chosen A Safe Place as our mission and all of our offerings collected 

 from Sunday School and Adult Bible study throughout the year will go to them. 
 

A Safe Place is the sole provider of services exclusively addressing domestic violence in 
Lake County. Through multi-faceted programs they assist victims in transforming their 
lives after domestic violence, prevent future abuse by addressing its root cause through 
abuser intervention programs, and educate the community about domestic violence and 
how we can all be involved in its end.  It is their goal that by learning more about domestic 
violence, its causes, and appropriate responses, we can encourage a whole-community 
response to the domestic violence in our midst, breaking the cycle of domestic violence, 
thus creating safe and healthy communities. 

 

Regular Worship Schedule 
Begins September 9 

 

Sundays 
8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. – Worship Services 

9:00 a.m. - Fellowship 

9:30 a.m. - Adult & Children Education Hour 



 

Holy Baptism 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holley Mae Billings 

Baptized on August 26 

Parents:  Sabrina and Daniel  

Brother:  Fenton  
 

  P  reschool News….. 

Preschool starts on  
Wednesday, September 5 

 

Preschool doors will open for the 2018-2019 school 
year on Wednesday, September 5. We welcome 
back our wonderful teachers Christine Fleming, 
Becky Anderson, Donna Stutzman & Nicole Kreamer.  
Donna continues to serve as Preschool Director and 
will teach in the 4 year old class on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings.  Nicole will also 
teach in the 4 year old class on Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday mornings.  Becky and Christine will work 
with the 3 year old class and Preschool Playtime on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  The teachers 
have been working hard to get the classrooms ready 
in time for the start of school and we are looking 
forward to a fantastic 32nd year of Bethel Preschool. 

We still have a few openings in our Monday 
Preschool Playtime class (2 ½- 5years), our 2 Day (WF 3 year old) class and our 3 Day (MWF 4 year old) class. 
If you know of any child who would be eligible to attend, please pass on the word about Bethel Preschool        
to the parents.  Tell prospective families to call the preschool office at (847) 244-9672 or email 
preschool@bethelgurnee.org.  
 

Playground Update:  The new playground equipment has been installed. We give special thanks to Kathy 
DeLassus, Paul DeLassus,  and Monte Stoltzman for their help with the playground remodel.    

Save the Date:     

Bethel Fall Fest  

Friday, October 26  
 

Trick or Treat Party  

Chili Hot Dog Supper  

Chili Cookoff 

Family Event  

Everyone Welcome! 
 

Please Note:   

There will not be a silent auction  

but we will take donations  

for the Balloon Pop. 

Preschool Staff  

New Playground Equipment 

mailto:preschool@bethelgurnee.org


 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study—Fall 2018 

9:30-10:30AM  

Preview on September 9 

Discussion begins September 16 

Team taught by Susan Squires & Pastor Squires 

For the last couple of years, Bethel folks and others in our community have joined 

Susan Squires to learn about what it means to serve the underserved, using the 

courses When Helping Hurts and Bridges Out of Poverty. Now Susan and Pastor are 

bringing these life-changing discussions to Sunday morning with a new curriculum,    

Are You a Good Neighbor? produced by the Chalmers Center, the When Helping     

Hurts people. 
 

Helping the poor is about friendships—people walking with people. 

Poverty isn’t about a lack of stuff—it’s the result of broken relationships. By walking 

alongside people who are poor, we can all experience the healing power of Jesus in    

our broken relationships. 
 

But what if you don't know anyone who is poor? 

As society grows increasingly divided along socioeconomic lines, it’s easy to find   

yourself living, working, and worshipping with people just like you. When that happens, 

you miss out on the chance to live out the Kingdom of God! 
 

Take small steps toward big changes. 

Are You a Good Neighbor?—along with additional biblical teaching from Pastor—is a 

course designed to help you apply the principles of helping without hurting in  

everyday life—and take the first steps toward building personal relationships with  

people in poverty. 



 

 

Ladies Wednesday Morning Bible Study  
 

Beginning on the first Wednesday in September (5th) at 9:30 a.m., the ladies of the 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study will begin a new series called "Your Strong 
Suit". "This 8 lesson, verse by verse study of the armor of God (Ephesians 6:10-18) 
details the incredible protection that God provides to His children. Even though we 
may not like discussing spiritual warfare, it is necessary because it is real.  Spiritual 
warfare has the potential to rob us of peace and security only to leave behind doubt 
and unrest.  But God offers protection to us - His protection. Join us in this study as 
we learn about the battle, our enemy, our armor, and our place in God's army. But 
most importantly, we come to know the rock solid truth that God has provided 
everything needed for us to proclaim ultimate victory." 
 

The group meets in the lounge on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Wednesdays.  Each lesson has a DVD presentation by 
author Donna Pyle, a listening guide, and a student guide. Join us when you can and check with Kathy 
Schwartz (847-231-4351 or 224-575-2678) if you have any questions or would like to get your copy of the 
student guide.   

Saturday, September 15,  

11AM-1:30PM 

Simulcast Location:  

Sign of the Dove Church,  

424 10th St., Waukegan 
 

Join Susan Squires in attending this Lake County 
Churches event as Bethel joins in supporting our 
brothers and sisters in Christ across community, racial, and economic lines. For more info about attending, 
email Susan at susan@livingjustly.us.  In fact, the Waukegan churches specifically asked our Go! Together 
Gurnee churches to send representatives in a sign of unity. 
 

A recent increase in high-profile, racially-charged conflict has led well-meaning people to wonder what they 
can do to help alleviate racial tension in our churches, communities, and country. For one day, churches 
across the Nation will open their doors, partnering with other churches in the community to be a gathering 
place for conversation, learning, & healing. Sign of the Dove in Waukegan is our local site. 
 

Pastor and Author Miles McPherson will offer guidance on this issue, by identifying, the cultural influences 
that shape our attitudes on race, and explaining why we must honor the priceless value of God’s image in all 
people. Pastor Miles has first-hand knowledge of the importance of racial reconciliation. 
 
As a multi-racial man, former NFL player, and Senior Pastor of one of America’s most diverse churches, 
Pastor Miles has personally experienced racism, and witnessed its devastating effects on the community. 
Pastor Miles will share what he’s learned about the healing power of God, and its ability to unite racially 
diverse communities, through God’s principle of Honor. He will elaborate on this Biblical principle, and will 
be joined by other pastors, as we learn together about the healing power of the Third Option. 
 

In a straight-shooting, humorous style, Pastor Miles will ask soul-searching questions, and offer Biblical, 
practical, action-oriented steps that help us follow through on our good intentions, so that we can learn to 
honor, love, and enjoy “doing life” with our neighbors of all racial and ethnic backgrounds. Race has divided 
our country right down to our churches, even the church community. The Church must do all it can to forge a 
new understanding and dialogue. 

 



 

Suicide Awareness Events 
 
Though the increasing conversations can help reduce stigma, the often suppressed topics of mental 
illness and suicide have unfortunately become more commonplace.  This issue goes well beyond 
Hollywood and the NFL.  Even respected figures like Anthony Bourdain have succumbed.   
 

In 2016, it claimed 45,000 lives.  60 in Lake County alone. 

Suicide rates are up 30% in 30% of states since 1999.   

Illinois deaths have risen 22.8%; Wisconsin rates are up almost 26%. 

Recent reports also note that we've lost two local students to suicide! 
 

For these reasons and our loss of a son in 2011, a firefighter/paramedic, I 
will continue to pray for, walk, publicize and support this issue.  I hope you 
can participate - in either or both events - with your prayers, attendance and 
donations as you are able. 
 

        Sincerely, Al Diercks 
 
Out Of The Darkness Walk  - September 22   

AFSP - American Foundation for Suicide Prevention                                                 
 11am - 1 pm  Upper Hutchinson Field (Grant Park)  

  Chicago lakefront 
IMPACT- National organization, large contributor to research, 

 prevention programs, legislation 
 
Walk for Suicide Awareness   - October 6 

Lake County Suicide Prevention Task Force 
 Morning of October 6th in Lake Villa  
 (Hastings Lake Forest Preserve - Shelter A) 
Comfort Dog - ASHER will be in attendance 
IMPACT- Local presentation on Veterans PTSD,  
 clinician training (new treatments), local first  
 responder QPR trainings 

 

More details will be available on the Hub 

Office Staff Duties 

Need Volunteers and  
Donations   

 

See the clipboards on the Hub for people 
and things that are needed on Sept. 16 at 
the LWML Zone 1 Fall Workshop here at 
Bethel. We need people to help with 
serving the lunch, helping at the craft 
tables and to attend! We will be serving a 
soup and salad lunch (like our Lenten 
suppers) and we will need donations.  If 
you can't come, we will be collecting 
granola bars for the PADS sack lunch 
program or for us to give to those clients 
that     come to Bethel for showers. Choose 
a protein/healthier type of bar. Thank you 
for all your help and contact Kathy 
Schwartz (224-575-2678) if you have any 
questions.   

Northern Illinois District  
Convention 2018 

 

Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, 
Faithfulness, Humility, Gentleness, Self-Control. Against 
such things there is no law.   Galatians 5:22-23    
That is the theme verse for the biennial convention to be 
held on September 22-23. It will be held at the Best 
Western Hotel and Convention Center in Hillside.  Rev. John 
Nunez will be the keynote speaker and there will be 
mission speakers from the 2016-2018 LWML NID grants. A 
Servant event will be held on Friday, September 21 1:30 
p.m. — 3:30 p.m. with opening worship Friday night at 7:00 
p.m. The convention includes Saturday lunch, dinner and 
entertainment. Closing service and installation of officers 
will be on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. Registration forms are on the 
Hub. Call Kathy Schwartz (847-231-4351/224-575-2678) if 
you have questions or want a ride!  
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C.O.O.L. Food of the Month  

Canned Fruit 
 

Place non-perishable items in the box  

in the sanctuary hallway. 

 

Saturday, October 6  ~  6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 

Chicago Marriott Lincolnshire Resort 

10 Marriott Drive, Lincolnshire, IL  
      

Mark your calendars for A Safe Place largest and most 

important fundraiser of the year, and prepare for an 

unforgettable evening amid dazzling, lights, sounds, and art 

to support the programs and services that save the lives of 

domestic violence victims and their children.   Go to https://

asafeplaceforhelp.org/get-involved/unmask-violence-gala/ 

to purchase tickets, become a sponsor or get more 

information. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Remembrance 
 

Bethel member  

Calvin D. Kube 
passed to eternal life on August 15, 2018. 

& 

Cornelia Ellwein 
passed to eternal life on August 26, 2018. 

 

Please keep their families in your prayers.  

 
 

 Fellowship  
 

The sign up to host coffee hour on 
Sunday mornings is in the back of 
church on the Hub.  Grab a friend  
and host together. If you have any 
questions contact Fellowship 
Chairman, Janet Jones at 
janetfindshouses@msn.com. 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 

 

  Electronic  
 Giving 

 

It is a great time to consider signing up 
for the Joyful Response electronic 
giving program.  It is a quick and easy, 
safe and secure way for you to 
automate your gifts to Bethel.  You can 
sign up by filling out a Joyful Response 
form and submitting it to the church 
office or to Joan Blasko.  If you have 
questions, Joan can be reached at      
847-356-5125 or jblasko2@msn.com. 
Thank you for your consideration of 
this program. 
 
_____________________________________________ 

 
 Co-ed Basketball  

 at Bethel  
 
If you are High School age or older and 
would like to play basketball, come join 

us here at Bethel every Monday night  
from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m.   

 









To: 

Church office hours 

 

 

Monday—Thursday 

9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 
 

Friday 

9:00 a.m.—12 noon 

 

Pastor and Katrina’s 

weekly hours are posted 

outside their office door. 

Bethel Lutheran Church 

5110 Grand Ave. 

Gurnee, IL  60031 

Starting  

September 9 
 

Sundays at 8:00 a.m. 
and 10:45 a.m.  

 

Holy Communion:  
1st, 3rd, & 5th 

Sundays  

Join Love INC for their Annual Dinner and Auction (fundraiser) as they             
IMAGINE how God can work through His Church in Lake County. 

Friday, October 19, 2018   ~   Holiday Inn – Gurnee 

Reservations on-sale in early September. 

Go to the website (http://www.loveinclakecounty.org/2018dinner/) 
for sponsorship opportunities available now and  

donating items for the silent or live auctions!    
 

https://one.bidpal.net/loveincauction2018/browse/featured
https://one.bidpal.net/loveincauction2018/browse/featured

