
  
 
 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone:  224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator 
Direct line: 224-623-0800 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  
 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  

Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  
Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has 
blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s 
word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a 
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus 
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven, 
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and 
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and 
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to 
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by 
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions 
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.  

NURSERY 
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down 
the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room 
at the far end of the gym. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

SERVING TODAY 

 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
Jim and Donna Gerken for their wedding anniversary (9/11) and 

the Sanders family for Jocelyn’s 9th birthday (9/11). 
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In Today’s Prayers 
If you have something you’d like added,  
please go to one of the Prayer Stands,  
write down your request, & put in the plastic rack. 

In our weekly Worship Prayers, we lift up praises, thanksgivings, 
requests, and concerns to our Lord.  In order to help us pray to God about the 
wholeness of our lives in the world, we have a schedule for when we will focus on 
specific areas for prayer. Any immediate needs will always take priority, but in 
general, we will follow this schedule. Please note that this means on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month, Pastor will speak the names of everyone on our health 
concerns list, but on other Sundays, this will be lifted up only as a general prayer for 
health and healing. 
 

2nd Sunday 

Our District Partners  
Northern Illinois District    Walcamp—outdoor ministry  
Concordia University—Chicago   Lutheran Church Charities  

Our Seminaries  
Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne  

and Bethel member, Jacob Stoltzman, who is entering his 2nd year 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis  

Congregation: Discipleship  
Help us continue to see what it means to have a “heart life,” daily lives for Jesus  

Our Loved Ones in the Armed Forces    Let Pastor know if you have someone to add. 
Victoria Wuethrick, Bethel member, Air Force  
Maj. Michael Ridley, USAF – Steve Best’s brother  
Jason Lucker, Navy, had been at Great Lakes, now in school in Virginia  
Jason Burkett, Marines, had been at Great Lakes, now attending War College  
Marshall King, Army—son of Deb Pellettiere’s friend  
David Mrnak, Army—Deb Pellettiere’s friend’s future son-in-law  
Allison Luzwick, Lt., Navy—Great Lakes  
Bradley Abbitt, Army—Susan Squires’ cousin 
Steven Furman, Air Force—Margie Tatgenhorst’s nephew 
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WORSHIP AT BETHEL 

Worship at Bethel is a combination of a traditional 

Lutheran liturgical order with organ-led hymns, but 

also incorporates one or more praise songs each 

service, interactive preaching, and an atmosphere that 

invites people of all ages and all backgrounds to 

participate and worship the Lord. 

“Liturgy” is defined as “public service,” meaning God 

serving His people through the proclamation of the 

Gospel and administration of the sacraments. 

However, we often use “liturgy” to also mean the 

“order of service.” 

Bethel rotates through a series of liturgies (orders of service). Some are taken 

directly from Lutheran Service Book (LSB), the hymnal of the Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod. Others are adapted from LSB. Other liturgies have 

been developed for use at Bethel, many of which focus on using words taken 

from a specific book of the Bible or highlighting the focus of a church year 

season. 

Generally, we use a liturgy for 2 weeks in a row, so that the second week has 

some familiarity. We also try to limit the number of different liturgies in 

rotation. This means that we are able to become familiar with a variety of 

liturgies, but that there’s still a returning to words we’ve already heard and 

said. This helps worship to become more and more our heart language as we 

hear from God and repeat back to Him the words He gives to us.  

A list of liturgies commonly in use at Bethel: 

• 1 Corinthians Service 

• 500th Anniversary  

     of the Reformation 

• All God’s People Sing 

• Luther’s Small Catechism Service 

• Daily Prayer 

• Divine Service & Story  

    (Narrated Explanation) 

• Generosity Service 

• LSB Divine Service I 

• Nehemiah Service 

• Psalm Service 

• The Word of God Service 

    (1 & 2 Timothy)
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ALL GOD’S PEOPLE SING 
This service is based on the Praise service in the hymn/songbook, All God’s People Sing. 
 

Opening Hymn   Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds     LSB 867 

 

 

 

 

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

Invocation  
P:  In the Name of God the Father:  
C: Praise to our creating God! 
P:  In the Name of His Son, Jesus:  
C: Praise to our redeeming God! 
P: In the Name of God the Spirit:  
C: Praise to our renewing God! 
P: Let us join our thankful voices,  
C:  Amen! Amen! Praise the Lord! 
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Confession (based on Psalm 51)       

P:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your unfailing love; 
C: according to Your great compassion, wipe out our sin. 
P:  Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: have mercy on us. 
P: Create in me a pure heart, O God,  
C: and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
P:  Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: have mercy on us. 
P: O Lord, open my lips, 
C: and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
P:  Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: have mercy on us.  Amen. 

Absolution (based on Psalm 103) 

P: The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
      slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
  He does not deal with you according to your sins, 
  nor repay you according to your iniquities. 
  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
  so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

  as far as the east is from the west, 
  so far does he remove your transgressions from you. 
  According to this Word from the Lord, and by the command of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, I, a called and ordained servant of the Word, forgive you your sins in 
the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  Bless the Lord, O my soul!  Bless His Holy Name!  Amen. 

Hymn of Praise   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty               LSB 790, sts. 1,4-5 
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5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 
    Let the Amen 
    Sound from His people again; 
Gladly forever adore Him! 

Words of Praise 
P:  From all that dwell below the skies, Let the Creator’s praise arise;   C:   Alleluia! Alleluia! 
P:  Let the redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
P:  Eternal are Your mercies, Lord; Eternal truth attends Your Word;     C:   Alleluia! Alleluia! 
P:  Your praise shall sound from shore to shore, ’Til suns shall rise and set no more. 
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Mission Words (Education Year Focus from Romans 12:1-2,13) 
P: Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters—  C:   in view of God’s mercy,  
P: to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God— 
C: this is our true and proper worship.  
P: Do not conform to the pattern of this world,  
C: May we be transformed by the renewing of our minds.  
P: Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is— 
C: His good, pleasing and perfect will:  Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.  
 Practice hospitality. 

Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you.  C:   And also with you. 
P: Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, by Your Holy Spirit enlighten those who teach 

and those who learn during this Education Year in our congregation, so that, rejoicing 
in the knowledge of Your truth, we all may worship You and serve You from generation 
to generation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  C:   Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading                       Isaiah 35:4–7a (ESV) 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 
 “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance,  
 with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
  6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 
   and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 
 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 
 the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.  C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Reading                           Psalm 146 (ESV) 
1Praise the LORD! 
 Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
3Put not your trust in princes, 
 in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
  4When his breath departs he returns to the earth; 
  on that very day his plans perish. 
5Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
 whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
  6who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 
  who keeps faith forever; 7who executes justice for the oppressed, 
  who gives food to the hungry. 
 The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
 8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
  The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
  the LORD loves the righteous. 
   9The LORD watches over the sojourners; 
   he upholds the widow and the fatherless, 
    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
10The LORD will reign forever, 
your God, O Zion, to all generations. 
Praise the LORD! 
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.  C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel         Mark 7:31–37 (ESV) 
31Then [Jesus] returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the 

Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32And they brought to him a man who 
was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 
33And taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and 
after spitting touched his tongue. 34And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to 
him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And his ears were opened, his tongue was 
released, and he spoke plainly. 36And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more 
he charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37And they were astonished 
beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear 
and the mute speak.” 
P: O Lord, have mercy on us.  C:   Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message 
 

Hymn of the Day     O Son of God, in Galilee       LSB 841 

 

 

 

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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Sermon    “Decapolis”              Mark 7:31-37 

Confession of Faith Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Praise for the Wisdom of God – a Gift to Us Through the Holy Spirit 

P: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 
C: The Lord is worthy of eternal praise. 
P: The wisdom of God transforms our “heart life.” 
C: The Lord is worthy of eternal praise. 
P: Lord, teach us to number our days, and live according to Your wisdom. 
C: The Lord is worthy of eternal praise. 
P: In Christ, we have received the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
C: The Lord is worthy of eternal praise. 
P: May the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in 

the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ. 

C: The Lord is worthy of eternal praise.  Amen. 
 

Offerings & Prayer Requests  

At Bethel, we use the time of the Offering for receiving both our offerings to the Lord 
and our prayer requests. This is a communal time, because through our baptism, God 
has called us into community—the Church—to worship Him and serve one another.  

The Offering “is in the sacrificial part of the liturgy where we offer our gifts to God, 
including our tithes” (10% of earnings set aside for the Lord) “and offerings” (over-and-above gifts to the 

Church). The offerings Bethel receives go to support the work of the Church— 
here at Bethel, in our community, and regionally, nationally, and internationally through the missions 
which we support through our budget. 
 

For the Prayers, in addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there 
are additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 
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Offertory                             We Give Thee But Thine Own LSB 781 sts. 1–2 

(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar) 

 

 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Mission Words (Education Year Focus from Romans 12:1-2,13) 
P: Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters— 
C: in view of God’s mercy,  
P: to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God— 
C: this is our true and proper worship.  
P: Do not conform to the pattern of this world,  
C: May we be transformed by the renewing of our minds.  
P: Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is— 
C: His good, pleasing and perfect will: 
 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.  
 Practice hospitality. 

Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen.  
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Closing Hymn                   Christ Be My Leader       LSB 861 

 

 

 
 
© 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

 

Announcements 
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