
 

 

 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone:  224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org 
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Prayer Requests will not be taken during Worship today. 
If you have prayer requests you’d like included in our worship prayers, 

please go to the one of the Prayer List stands and write them down.   
They will be given to Pastor before the worship prayers. 

mailto:pastor@bethelgurnee.org
mailto:pastor@bethelgurnee.org
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 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  
 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  

Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  
Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has 
blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s 
word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a 
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus 
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven, 
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and 
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and 
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to 
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by 
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions 
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.  

NURSERY 
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down 
the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room 
at the far end of the gym. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

SERVING TODAY 

 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
Michelle Ramon in celebration of Javier’s birthday (9/18). 
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In Today’s Prayers 
If you have something you’d like added,  
please go to one of the Prayer Stands,  
write down your request, & put in the plastic rack. 

In our weekly Worship Prayers, we lift up praises, thanksgivings, 
requests, and concerns to our Lord.  In order to help us pray to God about the 
wholeness of our lives in the world, we have a schedule for when we will focus on 
specific areas for prayer. Any immediate needs will always take priority, but in 
general, we will follow this schedule. Please note that this means on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month, Pastor will speak the names of everyone on our health 
concerns list, but on other Sundays, this will be lifted up only as a general prayer for 
health and healing. 
 

3rd Sunday 

Government & Safety 
Local, State and Federal government and leaders 
Local police and fire departments 

Local concerns 
Marc & Pedro, men who burglarized Bethel, 30 months probation/rehabilitation  
The people around us who do not know Jesus and salvation in His Gospel 

Congregation: Spiritual Conversation 
Help us talk about spiritual things that are the source and foundation for life,  

and build relationships and friendships that include these conversations 
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ALL GOD’S PEOPLE SING 
This service is based on the Praise service in the hymn/songbook, All God’s People Sing. 
 

Opening Hymn   O Christ, Who Called the Twelve     LSB 856 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Christ, the_apostles’ Lord, 
    The martyrs’ strength and song, 
The crucified and risen King 
    To whom the saints belong: 
 

© 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

 

 

Though generations pass, 
    Our tribute still we bring, 
Our hymns a sacrifice of praise, 
    Our lives an offering. 
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Invocation  
P:  In the Name of God the Father:  
C: Praise to our creating God! 
P:  In the Name of His Son, Jesus:  
C: Praise to our redeeming God! 
P: In the Name of God the Spirit:  
C: Praise to our renewing God! 
P: Let us join our thankful voices,  
C:  Amen! Amen! Praise the Lord! 

Confession (based on Psalm 51)       

P:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your unfailing love; 
C: according to Your great compassion, wipe out our sin. 
P:  Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: have mercy on us. 
P: Create in me a pure heart, O God,  
C: and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
P:  Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: have mercy on us. 
P: O Lord, open my lips, 
C: and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
P:  Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: have mercy on us.  Amen. 

Absolution (based on Psalm 103) 

P: The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
      slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
  He does not deal with you according to your sins, 
  nor repay you according to your iniquities. 
  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
  so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

  as far as the east is from the west, 
  so far does he remove your transgressions from you. 
  According to this Word from the Lord, and by the command of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, I, a called and ordained servant of the Word, forgive you your sins in 
the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  Bless the Lord, O my soul!  Bless His Holy Name!  Amen. 
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Words of Praise 
P:  From all that dwell below the skies, Let the Creator’s praise arise; 
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
P:  Let the redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
P:  Eternal are Your mercies, Lord; Eternal truth attends Your Word; 
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
P:  Your praise shall sound from shore to shore, ’Til suns shall rise and set no more. 
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Mission Words (Education Year Focus from Romans 12:1-2,13) 
P: Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters— 
C: in view of God’s mercy,  
P: to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God— 
C: this is our true and proper worship.  
P: Do not conform to the pattern of this world,  
C: May we be transformed by the renewing of our minds.  
P: Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is— 
C: His good, pleasing and perfect will: 
 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.  
 Practice hospitality. 

Greeting and Prayer of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lord Jesus Christ, our support and defense in every need, continue to preserve 

Your Church in safety, govern her by Your goodness, and bless her with Your 
peace; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Anthem                        “Come Christians Join and Sing” Adult Choir 

• Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

 

Come, Christians, join to sing Alleluia! Amen! 
Loud praise to Christ our King; Alleluia! Amen! 
Let all, with heart and voice,  

Before his throne rejoice; 
Praise is his gracious choice:  Alleluia! Amen! 
 

Come, lift your heats on high; Alleluia! Amen! 
Let praises fill the sky; Alleluia! Amen! 
He is our guide and friend; To us he’ll condescend, 
His love shall never end; Alleluia! Amen! 

Old Testament Reading                 Isaiah 50:4–10 (ESV) 
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are taught, 
 that I may know how to sustain with a word him who is weary. 
Morning by morning he awakens; 
 he awakens my ear to hear as those who are taught. 
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
 and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward. 
  6I gave my back to those who strike, 
  and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 
  I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. 
7But the Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 
8He who vindicates me is near.  
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who is my adversary? 
  Let him come near to me. 
9Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; 
 who will declare me guilty? 
Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 
10Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of his servant? 
Let him who walks in darkness and has no light 
 trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God. 
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.  C:   Thanks be to God. 

Praise yet the Lord again; Alleluia! Amen! 
Life shall not end the strain; Alleluia! Amen! 
On heaven’s blissful shore  

His goodness we’ll adore, 
Singing forevermore Alleluia! Amen! 
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Psalm Reading                Psalm 116:1–9 (ESV) 
1I love the LORD, because he has heard 
 my voice and my pleas for mercy. 
2Because he inclined his ear to me, 
 therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 
3The snares of death encompassed me; 
 The pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; I suffered distress and anguish. 
4Then I called on the name of the LORD: 
 “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” 
5Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful. 
6The LORD preserves the simple; 
 when I was brought low, he saved me. 
7Return, O my soul, to your rest; 
 for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you. 
8For you have delivered my soul from death, 
 my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling; 
9I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living. 
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

Song of Praise     I Love You, Lord         
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Holy Gospel         Mark 9:14–29 (ESV) 
14 When [Jesus, Peter, James, and John returned from the mountain where Jesus 

was transfigured] and came to the [other] disciples, they saw a great crowd around 
them, and scribes arguing with them.  

15And immediately all the crowd, when they saw [Jesus], were greatly amazed 
and ran up to him and greeted him.  

16And [Jesus] asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?”  
17And someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to 

you, for he has a spirit that makes him mute. 18And whenever it seizes him, it throws 
him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your 
disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.”  

19And [Jesus] answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with 
you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.” 20And they brought the boy 
to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on 
the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth.  

21And Jesus asked [the boy’s] father, “How long has this been happening to him?” 
And [the father] said, “From childhood. 22And it has often cast him into fire and into 
water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.”  

23And Jesus said to him, “If you can! All things are possible for one who believes.” 
24Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!”  

25And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the 
unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of 
him and never enter him again.” 26And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it 
came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” 
27But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and [the boy] arose.  

28And when [Jesus] had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, 
“Why could we not cast it out?” 29And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven 
out by anything but prayer.” 
P: O Lord, have mercy on us.   
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn of the Day          We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight                    LSB 720 

 

 

 
 
© 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

Sermon                   Mark 9:14-29 

Confession of Faith Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Offering 

The Offering is a communal time, because through our baptism, God has called us 
into community—the Church—to worship Him and serve one another.  

The Offering “is in the sacrificial part of the liturgy where we offer our gifts to God, 
including our tithes” (10% of earnings set aside for the Lord) “and offerings” (over-

and-above gifts to the Church). The offerings Bethel receives go to support the work of the Church— 
here at Bethel, in our community, and regionally, nationally, and internationally through the missions 
which we support through our budget. 
 

Offertory                                  We Give Thee But Thine Own         LSB 781 sts. 1–2 

(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar) 

 

 

  

    http://go-together.org/get-involved/prayer-room 

October – Month of Prayer in Preparation for: 

 

Prayers 
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The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe, we 
ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  
We invite those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a 
blessing from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 

• Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute the wine—with individual 
cups or common cup.  The individual trays also 
contain alcohol-removed wine in the center of each 
tray in the purple cups. 

• Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

• Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

• Once you have received the elements, you may remain 
at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts in praise to God. 
C: We lift our hearts to the Lord. 
P: Give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: We lift our hearts to the Lord. 
P: We give thanks to the holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who defeated death and the grave.  Because He rose from the 
dead, we, too, will have new life.  So let us sing and praise Him with the song 
the angels sing. 
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Sanctus (Holy) from “Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship           LSB 949, st. 1 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1975 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
© 2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 

P:    The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
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First Distribution Hymn       Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness     LSB 563 

 

 

 
 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 
To claim my mansion in the skies, 
This then shall be my only plea: 
Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 
Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 
For me, and all Thy hands have made, 
An everlasting ransom paid. 
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Second Distribution Hymn  My Faith Looks Up to Thee   LSB 702 

 

 

 
 

 

Thanksgiving Prayer 

P:   Let us pray: Lord Jesus Christ, we give you praise this day for all of your blessings, 
especially for giving us your body and blood.  Keep us through this meal to 
always be under your care.  Watch over us as we go throughout the day, so that 
we may never wander from your way.  This we pray in your name, for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 

Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen.  
 

  



 

16 

Closing Hymn               Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies                  LSB 873 

 

 

 

 
Announcements 
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