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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has
blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s
word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This
card will help us connect with you.

HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven,
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.

NURSERY

We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down
the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room
at the far end of the gym.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SERVING TODAY

Elders: Mike Bandman
Comm/Asst. Elder: Randy Gifford
Acolytes: Jude Squires, Joseph Kaiser
Lay Readers: Michelle Ramon, Tony Young
Ushers: Lance Rasmussen, Sam Squires
Greeters: Paul & Susan Boardman, OPEN
__

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
Katrina Johns who is thankful for her first year at Bethel.
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EVENING PRAYER
Adapted from the Lutheran Service Book Evening Prayer, this liturgy recalls
the Old Testament rhythm of prayer in the morning and the evening:
“When you lie down and when you arise” (Deuteronomy 6:7).
The liturgy of Evening Prayer, which grows out of the daily devotion of the
home, has a simple, four-part outline: Service of Light, Psalmody, Readings and
Responses, and Prayers.
The Service of Light began as a daily lamp-lighting service at the setting of the sun in the early
centuries before gas or electric lights. The image of light in the midst of darkness is easily associated
with Christ who is our light (John 1:9). We look forward to the day when we will no longer need
lamp nor sun, for the Lord God will be our light (Revelation 22:5).
Opening Hymn

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
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Opening Words
P: The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.
C: Amen.
P: It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
C: to sing praise to Your Name, O Most High;
P: to herald Your love in the morning,
C: Your truth at the close of the day.
Confession and Forgiveness
(Silence for reflection on the sins that trouble us).
Pastor:We begin with me confessing my sin…I confess to God Almighty, before the
whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have
sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own
most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me,
forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.
C: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all
your sins.
P: I thank my heavenly Father for this Good News. Amen.
C: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my
brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by
my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to
have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness,
and remission of all your sins.
C: I thank my heavenly Father for this Good News. Amen.
Anthem
“I Will Give Joyful Thanks”
Adult Choir
• Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time.
I will give my thanks to the Father. I will give my thanks to the Son.
I will give my thanks to the Spirit.
I will give thanks! I will give thanks! I will give thanks!
Make a joyful noise to the Father. Make a joyful noise to the Son.
Make a joyful noise to the Spirit.
Sing to the Lord! Sing to the Lord! Sing to the Lord!
Continues
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God’s great mercy and love surround us. God’s truth abounds forever more.
God’s name is exalted above the earth. Lift high the glory of the Lord.
Lift high the glory of the Lord, of the Lord.
Sing to the Lord, rejoice, alleluia.
Sing to the Lord, a jubilant song.
Sing to the Lord, Hosanna, Hosanna.
Come and give thanks to the Lord!
Come and give thanks to the Lord!
Come and give thanks to the Lord, our God!
Come before God’s presence with singing. Come into His courts with a song.
Come into His gates with thanksgiving.
Come and give thanks! Come and give thanks! Come and give thanks!
I will give my thanks to the Father. I will give my thanks to the Son.
I will give my thanks to the Spirit.
I will give thanks! I will give thanks! I will give thanks!
I will give thanks to the Lord! I will give thanks!

Psalm Reading
Psalm 126:1–6 (ESV)
1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.
2Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then they said among the nations,
“The LORD has done great things for them.”
3The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad.
4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like streams in the Negeb!
5Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy!
6He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him.
C: The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Psalm Hymn

Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices

LSB 811 sts. 1, 4

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning and You graciously
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we
may acknowledge Your goodness, give thanks for Your benefits, and serve You
in willing obedience all our days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Epistle (New Testament Letter)
2 Corinthians 9:6–15 (ESV)
6The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each one must give as he has made up his
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is
able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all
times, you may abound in every good work. 9As it is written,
“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever.”
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who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be
enriched in every way for all your generosity, which through us will produce
thanksgiving to God. 12For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs
of the saints, but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 13By their
approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission flowing
from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution
for them and for all others, 14while they long for you and pray for you, because of the
surpassing grace of God upon you. 15Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Preparation

Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious
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Holy Gospel
Mark 5:1–20 (ESV)
1[Jesus and the disciples] came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the
Gerasenes. 2And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him
out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 3He lived among the tombs. And no
one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, 4for he had often been bound
with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the
shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. 5Night and day among the
tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and bruising himself with
stones. 6And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him. 7And
crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the
Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.” 8For he was saying to him,
“Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” 9And Jesus asked him, “What is your
name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for we are many.” 10And he begged him
earnestly not to send them out of the country. 11Now a great herd of pigs was feeding
there on the hillside, 12and they begged him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter
them.” 13So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out, and entered
the pigs, and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank
into the sea and were drowned in the sea.
14The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came to
see what it was that had happened. 15And they came to Jesus and saw the demonpossessed man, the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right
mind, and they were afraid. 16And those who had seen it described to them what had
happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. 17And they began to beg
Jesus to depart from their region. 18As he was getting into the boat, the man who had
been possessed with demons begged him that he might be with him. 19And he did
not permit him but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell them how much
the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20And he went away
and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and
everyone marveled.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Hymn of the Day

Fruitful Trees, the Spirit's Sowing

LSB 691
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Sermon
Confession of Faith
Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end. —And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen
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Offering
Offertory

O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee

LSB 632

(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)

Prayers of the Church
P: Hear my prayer, O Lord;
C: Listen to my cry.
P: Keep me as the apple of Your eye;
C: Hide me in the shadow of Your wings.
P: In righteousness I shall see You;
C: When I awake, Your presence will give me joy.
P: Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that
we who are wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Visit our homes, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your
holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on
us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Gracious Father, You direct Your people to use their gifts in service to other.
Receive our thanks and praise for the faithful service of the servants in this
congregation. Bless them with love and faithfulness to Your Word, so that they
may continue to serve with gladness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
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P: O merciful Father in heaven, from You comes all rule and authority over the nations
of the world. Graciously regard our leaders, those who make, administer, and
judge the laws of this nation, and look in mercy upon all the rulers of the earth.
Grant that all who receive the sword as Your servants may bear it according to
Your command. Grant them wisdom and understanding, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours. Be present, we pray, with
those who labor in these hours of night, especially those who watch and work
on behalf of others. Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in
their service, courage in danger, and competence in emergencies. Help them
to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Heavenly Father, it is Your gracious will that Your children on earth live together
in harmony and peace. Defeat the plans of all those who would stir up
violence and strife, destroy the weapons of those who delight in war and
bloodshed, and, according to Your will, end all conflicts in the world. Teach us
to examine our hearts that we may recognize our own inclination toward
envy, malice, hatred, and enmity, so that in our lives we may be at peace with
all people. Fill us with zeal for the work of Your Church and the proclamation
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which alone can bring that peace which is
beyond all understanding; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
(Silence for meditation)
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed
are invited to receive Communion with us
if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,
truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to
talk. We invite those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and
receive a blessing from the Lord.
Communion Distribution
• Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute the wine—with individual
cups or common cup. The individual trays also contain alcohol-removed wine in the
center of each tray in the purple cups.
• Each side will be ushered from the center
aisle to the communion rail, row by row,
starting with the front.
• Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary,
filling in starting with the outside wall
towards the center.
• Once you have received the elements, you
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave
at your own pace.
• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.
• Use the distribution time to prepare
yourself for communion, sing the hymns as prayers to God, and maintain this as
meditative time.
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Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P: We pray: Holy God, mighty Lord,
C: gracious Father:
P: Endless is Your mercy and eternal Your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
C: Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
P: Through Abraham, You promised to bless all nations.
Through the prophets, You renewed Your promise.
C: And now in these last days, You have sent Your Son.
P: Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup,
C: We remember the life our Lord offered for us.
P: And believing the witness of His resurrection and His promise to return again,
C: We wait to share in the great and promised feast.
P: Send now, we pray,
C: Your Holy Spirit,
P: So that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood,
C: May receive Him with a living faith. Amen.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)
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First Distribution Hymn

5

All Glory Be to God Alone

You only are the Holy One
And over all are Lord alone.
O Jesus Christ, we glorify
You and the Spirit, Lord Most High;
With Him You evermore shall be
One in the Father’s majesty.

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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Second Distribution Hymn

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart

© 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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Common Dismissal
P: Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….
C: Amen.
Post-Communion Prayer
P: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that
for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Thanksgiving at the End of the Day
P: Gracious Lord, we give You thanks for the day, especially for the good we were
permitted to give and to receive; the day is now past and we commit it to You.
We entrust to You the night; we rest in surety, for You are our help, and You
neither slumber nor sleep.
C: Amen.
Benediction
P: Guide us waking, O Lord,
C: and guard us sleeping,
P: That awake we may watch with Christ
C: and asleep we may rest in peace.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.
C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn

For the Fruits of His Creation
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Preparing to Explore God!
www.exploregod.com/chicago
7 Big Questions

The goal?

How can you get involved?
•
•
•

•
•
•
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Exploratory Explore God Groups
Exploring the Series and Considering Being Hosts for Discussions
Wednesdays after Advent Worship
Nov 28, Dec 5, 12, & 19 7:35-8:45PM
OR
Sundays during the Education Hour (hosted by Katrina Johns)
December 2, 9, 16 & 23 9:30-10:30AM

•
•

These groups will:
•
•
•
•
•
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O Sing of Christ
Advent Midweek
Worship Series

Nov 28, Dec 5, 12, 19
6:30PM
Exploring 4 Advent/Christmas Hymns
that Sing of Christ & His Word
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