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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord
blesses you as he has blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people
find the right place for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission. We’d love
to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a moment to complete an
attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This card
will help us connect with you.

NURSERY
We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary,
the nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the
gym, the nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________

SERVING TODAY
Elders: Mike Bandman
Comm/Asst. Elder: Dave Ziegler
Acolytes: Jeremy Leicht, Kaylee Leicht
Lay Readers: Randy Gifford, Mike Bandman
Ushers: Monte Stoltzman, Diane Perkins
Greeters: The Kreamer Family, OPEN
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ADVENT PROPHETS
This service draws from readings often used for the weeks of Advent,
the Old Testament prophets who pointed to the first Advent of Jesus, His birth,
and His Second Advent still to come.
Entrance Words and Invocation
based on Jeremiah 33:14-16
P: “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the LORD.
C: When He will fulfill the promise He made to all of His people.
P: In those days and at that time
the LORD will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David.
C: That Branch is a son of David. That Branch is Jesus, the Son of God.
P: The Branch shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.
C: In those days the LORD’s people will be saved
and His Church will dwell securely.
P: And this is the name by which the Church will be called:
C: The LORD is our righteousness.
P: What does that name mean?
C: We, His people, are righteous through His righteousness.
We are holy because He makes us holy through His Son.
P: Let us remember our baptisms,
when the Lord became our righteousness…
in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen!
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Opening Hymn

Savior of the Nations, Come

7

From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

8

Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity.
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Preparation for God’s Word
based on Malachi 3:1-7b
P: “Behold, I send my messenger
and he will prepare the way before me,” says the Lord.
C: This is John the Baptist who announced that the Messiah is Jesus.
P: Shall we rejoice that the LORD has sent His messenger,
that the Messiah Jesus has come into our midst?
C: Yes, we shall rejoice; but our sin causes us to fear His coming.
P: The Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple.
C: But who can endure the day of his coming,
and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire
burning away the worthless material in us.
He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify us from all our sin.
P: And the LORD declares to you today
that His mercies are new every morning. He says:
“I the LORD do not change;
therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed.
From the days of your fathers
you have turned aside from my statutes
and have not kept them.
Return to me, and I will return to you,”
says the LORD of hosts.
Your LORD has drawn you back to Himself
through His Son, Jesus.
You have returned to the LORD
through the work of the Holy Spirit.
You have returned and find forgiveness for all of your sins
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: And this is the name by which the Church will be called:
C: The LORD is our righteousness. Amen.
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Versicles

(Advent)

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their
hands, gathered to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy
City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes again,
may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in
the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Psalm Reading
Psalm 25:1–10 (ESV)
1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 2O my God, in you I trust;
let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me.
3Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame;
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
4Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all the day long.
6Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.
7Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for the sake of your goodness, O LORD!
8Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.
10All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
C: Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Reading from an Advent Prophet
Jeremiah 33:1a,2,14–16 (ESV)
1The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah a second time…: 2“Thus says the Lord
who made the earth, the Lord who formed it to establish it—the Lord is his name:…
14Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I
will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will
dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The LORD is our
righteousness.’”
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel
Luke 19:28b–40 (ESV)
28[Jesus was] going up to Jerusalem. 29When he drew near to Bethphage and
Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go
into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on which
no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you
untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 32So those who were sent
went away and found it just as he had told them. 33And as they were untying the colt,
its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34And they said, “The Lord
has need of it.” 35And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt,
they set Jesus on it. 36And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. 37As
he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole
multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the
mighty works that they had seen, 38saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the
name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39And some of the
Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40He answered,
“I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Hymn of the Day

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You
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5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,
Cannot His love erase;
Your guilt the Lord will pardon
And cover by His grace.
He comes, for you procuring
The peace of sin forgiv’n,
His children thus securing
Eternal life in heav’n.

6 He comes to judge the nations,
A terror to His foes,
A light of consolations
And blessèd hope to those
Who love the Lord’s appearing.
O glorious Sun, now come,
Send forth Your beams so cheering,
And guide us safely home.

Sermon
Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
Offering
Offering Prayer
P: Heavenly Father, God of all grace, govern our hearts that we may never forget
Your blessings but steadfastly thank and praise You for all Your goodness in
this life. We give You thanks for this day, especially for the good we were
permitted to give and to receive. The day is now past, and we commit it to
You. We entrust to You the night and rest in Your peace, for You are our help,
and You neither slumber nor sleep. Hear us for the sake of Jesus.
C: Amen.
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Prayer of the Church
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according
to their needs. Lord, we ask Your blessings on this congregation, that we may
be drawn closer together around Your Word and Sacraments and closer to You
as we celebrate the coming of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Lord, we ask You to open our eyes to see all who do not yet have reason to
celebrate this season of joy. Many do not know Your love in Christ. Enable us
to see those in our midst who are hurting that we might be used by You to
touch and change their lives. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: When many will be experiencing great amount of stress, bring peace, O Lord, and
unity and comfort that we may be prepared to celebrate the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ in joy, not weariness. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: We pray, O Father, for the elderly in our midst, the homebound and hospitalized,
that during this season we may be aware of their need for companionship and
fellowship. Move us, O Lord, to make time for those who have been a blessing
to us over the years. Use us, O Lord, to be a blessing to them. Lord, in Your
mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Lord, we entrust all for whom we pray to Your mercy,
asking You to hear us for Jesus’ sake.
C: Amen.
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Versicles

(Advent)

Benediction
P: Jesus shall stand and shepherd his flock
in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And you, His flock, shall dwell secure,
for now He shall be great to the ends of the earth.
And He shall be your peace.
The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless you and always watch over you.
C: Amen.
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based on Micah 5:2-5a

Closing Hymn

Now Rest beneath Night's Shadow

LSB 880 sts. 1–4
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