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CONTINUATION OF THE CONVERSATION: DECEMBER ADULT BIBLE STUDY SERIES 

THE UPSIDE-DOWN KINGDOM IN THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 
  

With Advent, the lectionary starts Year C which focuses especially on the Gospel of 
Luke. The Bible Project emphasizes the Upside-Down nature of the Kingdom of God in 
their overview of Luke (as well as the “Justice” video).  

We’ll do an overview of this concept, the Gospel of Luke, and see how it 
continues our “Are You a Good Neighbor?” conversation. 
  

 

Week #1 
 
What is preaching on the Lectionary? 

• Lectionary is a division of Scripture into readings which we use in worship services.  It is a 

three year series which tries to cover a lot of the Bible and include teachings on all facets 

of God’s wisdom. 

 

• This tradition goes back to Judaism and was inherited and adapted by the Early Church. 

 

• A pastor may choose to limit his text selection from the lectionary readings rather than 

choosing a text on his own or preaching based on a topic. 

 

• The benefits of staying with the lectionary are: 

1. Freedom from the here and now  

The pastor is not swayed by what’s happening in his own life in choosing topics for sermons. 

2. Balance in teachings  

The lectionary encourages a broad range of teachings about God. 

3. Fosters community of church body and the church universal 

 The congregation is able to know ahead of time which Scripture readings are possible for 

the sermon, and other congregations may follow same lectionary encouraging us to see 

ourselves as part of the whole Christian Church. 
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Introducing Advent 2018: Year C Reflections:  

Giving Thanks for Luke 

by Scott Hoezee 

 

The Year C Lectionary Cycle that begins on the First Sunday in Advent 

brings us into a year that will focus on the Gospel of Luke primarily.  And 

what would we do without Luke?! 

Think about it: if Luke the physician really is the person who wrote both the Gospel of Luke and the 

Book of Acts, you could almost wonder if Luke maybe missed his calling in life.  In truth, we have no 

idea what kind of a doctor he was, but what we do know is that he was a cracking good writer and 

storyteller. 

In the New Testament, after all, it’s Luke who gives us what has become the classic telling of the 

Christmas story.  If it weren’t for Luke, we would never have heard the line “There was no room at the 

inn,” nor would we know about the stable, the shepherds, or the angels.  Luke alone gives us the 

memorable parables of the Prodigal Son and the Good Samaritan, arguably the two most famous 

parables in the world.  Luke is the author who introduces us to wee little Zacchaeus and it was Luke 

who crafted that moving post-Easter story about the now-famous “Road to Emmaus.”  In the Book of 

Acts, Luke gives us the stirring story of Pentecost, the drama of Ananias and Sapphira, the tale about 

the Ethiopian eunuch, Saul’s conversion on the Damascus Road, Eutychus toppling out of that window 

during a really long sermon, and also all those richly embroidered stories about the missionary 

journeys of Paul, Peter, and the other apostles, capping it all off with the dramatic story of Paul’s 

shipwreck at the very end of Acts. 

Of course, at no particular time in the typical church year do we notice Luke’s literary and narrative 

prowess more than in Advent and at Christmas.  Whereas Mark and John dispense with Jesus’s birth 

and early life altogether and Matthew sums up the entire Christmas story in just a couple of verses, 

Luke gives us two very large chapters to set the stage and tell the story of Jesus’s advent into our time 

and space.  Luke gives us those amazing songs by Zechariah and Mary, the backstory of John the 

Baptist, and then all the classic stuff that just is the Christmas Story in Luke 2.  Linus quotes it in “The 

Charlie Brown Christmas Special” and the story’s narrative details can be spied and detected in every 

single creche, many of the most popular holiday Christmas Carols, on a gezillion greeting cards, and 

on not a few Christmas tree ornaments, too. 

For preachers, then, Year C’s focus on Luke—especially across these weeks of Advent—gives us the 

opportunity to savor Luke’s eye for narrative spice and color.  Let’s not let theology, doctrine, or 

above all over-familiarity with it all hinder our ability to let these stories shine in all their compelling 

glory.  The Holy Spirit gave us Luke in the New Testament for a reason—well, probably for lots of 

reasons—but his ability to spin a cracking good yarn is surely one of them. 

Christmas has become all about gifts.  Luke is a gift.  Let’s celebrate him in our preaching this year by 

letting the greatest story ever told shine in all the Spirit-inspired beauty with which Luke imbued it! 
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(click here) Watch Video: The Bible Project—Gospel of Luke 
 

 
 

1. What Does the Launch of the Mission in the Gospel of Luke Tell Us About Our Mission? 
A. Read Luke 4:14-30 

 

 Context: What happened just before this? 
 
 Context: What happened just before that? 

 
 Intertextuality: How does this Narrative from Nazareth  

  connect with those 2 previous passages? 
 
 

B. The Bible Project’s Summary 

 
 

 How does this graphic description help you understand the significance of what 
Jesus says and does as He launches His ministry? 
 
 

C. Our Mission 
 What does this tell us about our Mission—given to us as a Church? 

 

https://thebibleproject.com/videos/luke-1-9/
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2. Jesus Enacts the Kingdom He’s Announced 
Using the summary of “An Upside-Down Kingdom,”  
identify how these words of Jesus  
relate to the list of God’s love-values. 

The verses point you to the words of Jesus,  
but you may need to use the context in order to  
identify the God’s love-values.    

Depending on time, each table will be asked to  
choose about 5 passages to study. 

 

a. 4:43 

b. 5:10 

c. 5:13 

d. 5:31-32 

e. 6:5 

f. 6:9 

g. 6:20 

h. 6:26 

i. 6:27-28 

j. 6:30 

k. 6:37 

l. 6:43 

m. 6:46 

n. 7:22 

o. 8:21 

p. 8:39 

Z AT HOME: Choose one of these verses to memorize this week  
   along with remembering the “God’s-love value(s)” that it displays. 
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4:43 

“I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this 

purpose.”  

5:10  

“Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.”  

5:13 

“I will; be clean.”  

5:31-32 

“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 32I have not come to call the 

righteous but sinners to repentance.” 

6:5 

“The Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” 

6:9 

“I ask you, is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to destroy it?”  

6:20 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.” 

6:26 

“Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the false prophets.” 

6:27-28 

“But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless those who 

curse you, pray for those who abuse you.”  

6:30 

Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them 

back.” 

6:37 

“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and 

you will be forgiven…” 

6:43 

“For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit,…” 

6:46 

“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you?” 

7:22 

“Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers 

are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them.”  

8:21 

“My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.” 

8:39 
39“Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.”  

 


