
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS   
Today's Sunday School Lesson: Luke 2:1-20        
Here's a small portion of a retelling 
(imagining) of the story by Lutheran writer 
Walt Wangerin, Jr., in his The Book of God: The Bible as a 
Novel.  Simon and the two other [shepherds] who joined 
flocks and shared the long night watch had…[become 
silent]. Simon was gazing thoughtfully upward and 
enjoying…[the sounds of the sleeping sheep].  All at once 
the stars began to explode. Simon leaped to his feet. The 
sheep stumbled up, bleating and running back to the 
stone walls.  Like burning bees, like a great whirling 
swarm of bees, the stars were crossing heaven from east 
to west. Between the glorious motion of heaven and the 
dark earth below, there now appeared a single, endless 
pillar of a pure white fire.  And the fire spoke, and Simon 
understood what it said. The fire cried, “Don’t be 
afraid!" No, not the fire—but a figure within the fire!  The 
brilliant form of a human, smooth and huge and very 
beautiful, his feet upon the mountains. An angel of the 
Lord!  The angel said, “I bring good news of great joy—”  
Suddenly that swarm of the fiery heavenly host swooped 
down and filled the lower skies, praising God and 
singing: Glory to God in the highest! And on earth peace 
to the people with whom He is pleased!  Simon stepped 
out of the sheepfold and carefully closed the gate…then 
he began to walk up the northwest slope of the 
valley.  The other men joined him.  At the crest of the hill 
Simon broke into a run.  Faster and faster he ran…. His 
heart was very light.  His legs were tireless. His eye saw 
the fires of Bethlehem immediately….   

***No Sunday School December 30!_ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LET THE GAMES BEGIN! – On Thursday, 

December 27 we are having another 
Intergenerational Game Day.  Everyone is 
invited to meet in the Fellowship Hall at 
9:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. for food and games. Bring your 
own game or play one provided.   Bring a snack to share 
if you would like.  Coffee and juice will be provided plus 
donut holes.  Signup on the Hub, contact Karen Leicht at 
Johnleicht@comcast.net, or just come. 
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After-Christmas Fellowship  Have 

you ever woken up the day after 
Christmas and thought..."What am I 
going to do with all those cookies and snacks?" Bring 
them to church! Come for fellowship on December 30 
and bring a plate of cookies or snacks you may have left 
over from your Christmas festivities. Coffee and juice will 
be provided.  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your Offerings to God’s Mission at Bethel  Our 

offerings are our gifts to God in response to His Word 
and His Gospel, including our tithes (10% of earnings set 
aside for the Lord) and offerings (over-and-above gifts 
to the Church). The offerings Bethel receives go to 
support the work of the Church—here at Bethel, in       
our community, and regionally, nationally, and 
internationally through the missions which we support 
through our budget. For the congregation, our budget 
covers salaries, the property, and ministry needs  (see 
graph below). We do this work together, and the 
ministry cannot happen without all of us supporting 
through our time, talents, and treasures.  
***Pick up your envelopes in the back of church. 
Recycle your unused 2018 envelopes on January 1, 2019 
and then start using the new box. Your new envelopes 
may have a new number, so please put your name and 
donation amount on the outside of the envelope to help 
our counters.  Thank You! 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please remember to fill out the attendance cards 
on the lapboards at services. 

Children’s activity bags are on the  
backside of the Hub. 
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VBS Update  The Board of Christian 

Education would like to add to the information 
that has been shared with you in regards to the 
changes to our Vacation Bible School format.  
During the last four years, our Bethel VBS has experienced 
challenges, especially a lack of available adult volunteers.  We 
must have enough adult volunteers to provide a safe 
environment for our children. We were blessed to find creative 
ways to use our adult volunteers so that our children could 
have that wonderful Christ-filled, safe experience, but that is 
becoming increasingly difficult to do. After four years of 
thoughtful research, weighing pros and cons, discussion and 
much prayer, the Bethel BOCE decided to go to a 3-day 
weekend format for the 2019 VBS program.  We hope that this 
new schedule will allow for more adult volunteer participation, 
as it will not conflict with as many work schedules. There are 
many possibilities of what this can look like and how it could 
be implemented.  The BOCE is assembling a team of 6-8 people 
who would be willing to codirect this new venture.  There are a 
couple of veteran people who are willing to work on the team. 
HOWEVER, we cannot go forward with the 2019 VBS until this 
key team of people is in place. The team needs to be in        
place by the end of January in order to be ready for                   
the summer of 2019. Please consider serving our Bethel family 
on this team. Contact Carla Thompson, BOCE chairperson, 
(carlajothompson@gmail.com) or Katrina Johns, Equipping 
Coordinator, for more information about this opportunity.  
Also, please pray for our Board of Christian Education as we 
work to meet the needs and provide education opportunities 
for our Bethel family.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund  Over the past 40 years, 

our investors have made it possible for 
LCEF to support the work of tens of 
thousands of Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod individuals and ministries through loans and ministry 
support services.  To meet future loan demand and help 
support growing ministry opportunities, we need to raise an 
additional $100 million. Which is why we invite you to a 
special, limited-time investment opportunity: our 40-month 
40th anniversary note at 4%.  $500 minimum to open, $40,000 
maximum per note. If interested go to LCEF.org to get an 
application. 

 
 

 

Worship Schedule  
Sunday 8AM & 10:45PM 

Communion   
1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday  

Office Hours  
Monday - Thursday  9AM—3 PM 

Friday   9AM - 12PM 

Last Week’s Attendance 
Sunday  8:00 AM—124,  10:45 AM —79 

Sunday School—89     

 Serving Next Week  Sunday 8:00AM Sunday 10:45AM 

Elders: JJ Jones Bob Souza 
Comm/Asst. Elder: Al Diercks Jack Warneke 

Acolytes: Owen Squires, Ashley Plapp  Amanda Adams, Open 

Lay Readers: Joanne Heidlauf, Thor Peplow Dave Ziegler, Randy Gifford  
Ushers: Don Heidlauf, Open  John Schultz, Open  
Greeters: The Wuethrick Family,   

Marilyn Schill  
The Traynor Family,   
The Groh Family  

Fellowship: Post Christmas Cookies  

Dec. Altar Guild: Kathy Schwartz Sheila Bunnell 
Dec. Counters: Dave Ross Cheryl Ross 

 

Building Observations   If you observe something 

at Bethel that requires attention, kindly let Linda 
Gifford, Bethel's Property Coordinator know. You can 
send an email or leave her a note under the office 
door. A phone call to the office will also work.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This Week’s Calendar 
 

Monday, December 24 
 6:00 p.m.—Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
   Service in Gym  
 11:00 p.m.—Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
   Service in Sanctuary  
Tuesday, December 25 
 10:00 a.m.—Christmas Day Festival with  
   Communion in Gym 

Thursday, December 27   
 9:30 a.m.—Intergenerational Game Day 
Friday, December 28  Pastor & Katrina’s Day Off 
Saturday, December 29   Pastor & Katrina’s Day Off 
Sunday, December 30 
 8:00 a.m.—Communion in Gym 
 9:00 a.m.—Fellowship  
 9:30 a.m.—Sunday School & Bible Study 
 10:45 a.m.—Communion in Sanctuary 
 
 

DEADLINE for January Big Buzz   
Wednesday, December 26 at 9:00 a.m.  

 Verbal announcements for services  
need to be submitted to Katrina Johns  

by Thursday morning.  


