Every person on Earth was created
to know and love God personally.
Life is meaningless without God,
but God gives everything meaning.
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord
blesses you as he has blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people
find the right place for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission. We’d love
to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a moment to complete an
attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This card
will help us connect with you.

NURSERY

We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary,
the nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the
gym, the nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________

SERVING TODAY

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
Mari Kube in memory of her husband Cal.
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In Today’s Prayers
If you have something you’d like added,
please go to one of the Prayer Stands,
write down your request, & put in the plastic rack.
In our weekly Worship Prayers, we lift up praises, thanksgivings,
requests, and concerns to our Lord. In order to help us pray to God
about the wholeness of our lives in the world, we have a schedule for when we will
focus on specific areas for prayer. Any immediate needs will always take priority, but
in general, we will follow this schedule. Please note that this means on the 2nd and 4th
Sundays of the month, Pastor will speak the names of everyone on our health
concerns list, but on other Sundays, this will be lifted up only as a general prayer for
health and healing.

2nd Sunday
Our District Partners
Northern Illinois District
Concordia University—Chicago

Walcamp—outdoor ministry
Lutheran Church Charities

Our Seminaries
Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne and
Bethel member, Jacob Stoltzman, who is in his 2nd year Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
Congregation: Discipleship
Help us continue to see what it means to have a “heart life,” daily lives for Jesus
Our Loved Ones in the Armed Forces Let Pastor know if you have someone to add.
Victoria Wuethrick, Bethel member, Air Force
Lt. Colonel Michael Ridley, USAF, Minot AFB, ND – Steve Best’s brother
Jason Lucker, Navy, had been at Great Lakes, now in school in Virginia
Marshall King, Army—son of Deb Pellettiere’s friend
David Mrnak, Army—Deb Pellettiere’s friend’s future son-in-law
Allison Luzwick, Lt., Navy—Great Lakes
Bradley Abbitt, Army—Susan Squires’ cousin
Steven Furman, Air Force—Margie Tatgenhorst’s nephew
Andrew Waala, Air Force—Brian & Sherri Waala’s son
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THE EXPLORE GOD LITURGY
Worship in a traditional order drawing on the themes of
the Explore God questions, conversations, and related passages from the Bible.
Opening Anthem
8AM
“Jesus Bids Us Shine”
Junior Choir
10:45AM “Jesus Loves the Little Children/This Little Light” Cherub Choir
Gospel Reading for the Baptism of Our Lord
Luke 3:15–22 (ESV)
15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John [the Baptist], whether he might be the Christ, 16John answered
them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming,
the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing
floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”
18So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19But
Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife,
and for all the evil things that Herod had done, 20added this to them all, that he
locked up John in prison.
21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized
and was praying, the heavens were opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him
in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son;
with you I am well pleased.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You
proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make
all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and
inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Matthew 28:19b

Remembrance of Baptism
LSB Agenda 20, alt.
P: In Holy Baptism God the Father has made us members of His Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, and inheritors of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian
and apostolic Church. We receive one another in the Name of Jesus as
brothers and sisters in Christ, so that together we might hear His Word,
receive His gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of
darkness into His marvelous light.
C: Amen.
Invocation Hymn
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To Jordan's River Came Our Lord

6

The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight
Anointed Christ in glorious sight
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
To save the world and free us all.

© 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;
This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

Our Purpose is Found in God
Ecclesiastes 2:11, 3:14
P: When we take a good look at everything we’ve done, looking at all the sweat and
hard work, if we’re honest, we see nothing but smoke. Smoke and spitting
into the wind. There is nothing to any of it.
C: Does life have a purpose?
P: It may seem like life has no purpose when we’re chasing after our own desires.
But the works of God are wonderful.
C: They endure forever;
P: nothing can be added to them,
C: nothing can taken away from His works.
P: God has done them, so we worship Him and find our purpose in Him.
C: Amen.
Confession & Absolution – In Despair, We Find That God is Real
P: When we see our own sinfulness, we actually might hope that there is no God,
because we expect that a holy God would condemn our unworthiness. When
we see the sinfulness of the world, we cannot believe there is a God, because
how could a holy, loving God allow this world to continue to exist as it is?
In despair over this, we ask:
C: Is God real?
P: We doubt that God is real, and we are like waves of the sea that are driven and
tossed by the wind.—But then we hear that the God of the Bible has
compassion on our struggles of faith. He says:
C: “Have mercy on those who doubt.”
P: God the Father encourages us to build one another up in our most holy faith,
C: instead of pushing aside those who doubt.
P: God the Son calls on us to support one another as we wait for His mercy that leads
to eternal life,
C: instead of growing impatient with the endless troubles in the world.
P: God the Holy Spirit sends us out to save those caught in the fire of sin, and show
mercy to others, being careful not to be trapped ourselves by their sin. And we
know that we ourselves need this same rescue assistance from others.
C: Now to him who is able to keep us from stumbling in our faith and actions,
P: and to present you blameless before the presence of His glory with great joy,
C: to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
P: be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,
C: before all time and now and forever. Amen.
James 1:6; Jude 20-25
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P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Song of Praise

“Here I Am to Worship”
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Explore God Collect (Prayer of the Today’s Explore God Question)
P: Let us pray. Lord God, You have called us to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to
go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, not always knowing
our purpose, but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love supporting
us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

The Word of God – His Uniquely, Reliable Word
Psalm 1:2-3
P: We often may struggle to believe that we have the true words of God. We ask:
C: Is the Bible reliable?
P: We acknowledge this struggle, and we admit that we’ll never find an adequate
answer to all of our questions. Yet, the Bible reveals a unique God who brings
salvation to us by grace—as a pure gift. No other spiritual book in the world
teaches about divine mysteries like this. The hope and love and comfort that
come from knowing salvation is a gift from God leads us to say:
C: My delight is in the Word of the LORD.
I am like a tree planted by streams of water,
bearing fresh fruit every month,
Never dropping a leaf,
always in blossom.
P: Hear now this life-giving Word of God.
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Old Testament Wisdom
Ecclesiastes 1:16–18;2:4–6,8–11;3:10–14;5:10;12:1,7,13
16I said in my heart, “I have acquired great wisdom, surpassing all who were over
Jerusalem before me, and my heart has had great experience of wisdom and
knowledge.” 17And I applied my heart to know wisdom and to know madness and
folly. I perceived that this also is but a striving after wind.
18For in much wisdom is much vexation,
and he who increases knowledge increases sorrow.
4I

made great works. I built houses and planted vineyards for myself. 5I made
myself gardens and parks, and planted in them all kinds of fruit trees. 6I made myself
pools from which to water the forest of growing trees. 8I also gathered for myself
silver and gold and the treasure of kings and provinces. I got singers, both men and
women, and many concubines, the delight of the children of man.
9So I became great and surpassed all who were before me in Jerusalem. Also my
wisdom remained with me. 10And whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from
them. I kept my heart from no pleasure, for my heart found pleasure in all my toil,
and this was my reward for all my toil. 11Then I considered all that my hands had done
and the toil I had expended in doing it, and behold, all was vanity and a striving after
wind, and there was nothing to be gained under the sun.
10I

have seen the busyness that God has given to the children of man to be busy
with.
has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into
man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to
the end. 12I perceived that there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do
good as long as they live; 13also that everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure
in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man. 14I perceived that whatever God does endures
forever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it. God has done it, so
that people fear before him.
11He

10He

who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth
with his income; this also is vanity.
1Remember

also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come
and the years draw near of which you will say, “I have no pleasure in them” ….7and
the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave
it….13The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Old Testament Prophet
Isaiah 43:1–7 (ESV)
1But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.
2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you.
4Because you are precious in my eyes, and honored, and I love you,
I give men in return for you, peoples in exchange for your life.
5Fear not, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you.
6I will say to the north, ‘Give up,’
and to the south, ‘Do not withhold; bring my sons from afar
and my daughters from the end of the earth,
7everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.’”
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
The Word of God – God’s Mission for Whole Wide World
Isaiah 49:6
P: When we hear that Jesus said He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and no one
comes to God the Father except through Him, we find ourselves asking:
C: Is Christianity too narrow?
P: But in the Scriptures, we see that God always had in mind to save the whole wide
world, His entire Creation. He said to His Son, the Messiah, the Christ: “That’s
too small a thing for You, just to recover and round up the people of Israel.”
C: God the Father said to our Savior Jesus:
“I will make you as a light for the nations,
so that my salvation becomes global!”
P: The Good News of Jesus is the wide-reaching Gospel of God.
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Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day

Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ

© 1974 The Hymn Society; admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Sermon

“Does Life Have a Purpose?”
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Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory

Jesus Loves Me

(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)
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Prayers of the Church – Praying to God Who Knows Our Suffering
Psalm 13:1-2,5; 1 Peter 5:7

P: We come before God with our prayers—thanksgivings, rejoicing, and praises, but
also our pains and sufferings. Our God is big enough for us to ask:
C: Why does God allow pain and suffering?
P: The Psalmist prayed: “How long, O Lord? Will You forget me forever?
C: How long will You hide Your face from me?”
P: But God also invites you to cast all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you.
C: We have trusted in His steadfast love;
Our hearts shall rejoice in His salvation.
P: Let us pray….
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction (Blessing)
P: Bless the LORD, O my soul,
C: and all that is within me,
bless His holy Name!
P: Bless the LORD, O my soul,
C: don’t forget a single blessing,
don’t forget His answers to all of my heart’s desires.
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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Psalm 103:1-2

Closing Hymn

Seek Ye First

LSB 712

© 1972 Maranatha! Music; admin. Music Services (ASCAP). Used by permission.
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Preparing to Explore God!
www.exploregod.com/chicago
7 Big Questions

The goal?

How can you get involved?
•
•

•

•
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Buddy Bench
Last year Spaulding Elementary
(Gurnee District 56) collected
hundreds of pounds of plastic
caps from bottles that are
turned into a Buddy Bench for
their playground. The Buddy
Bench is a place for a student to
go sit, signaling to others that
they’re looking for someone to
play with. This sounds a lot like
Bethel’s “Park Bench” metaphor from our Mission Glossary:
“A park bench is anything that brings people together in relationships.”

Every pew is a buddy bench
In worship, we’re not just individuals. We are brothers and sisters in Christ;
Jesus gathers us as a community of disciples in this place. So every pew,
every row of chairs is a Buddy Bench. We use our time together as
opportunities to introduce ourselves to others, to maybe have to reintroduce
yourself and admit your forgot someone’s name, to welcome some you haven’t
met yet, and to watch for ways to encourage one another in Jesus.

My worship buddies
Use this space to write down the names of the people around you today:
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