3rd Sunday after Epiphany
January 27, 2019
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647

Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator
Direct line: 224-623-0800 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord
blesses you as he has blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people
find the right place for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission. We’d love
to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a moment to complete an
attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This card
will help us connect with you.

NURSERY

We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary,
the nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the
gym, the nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________

SERVING TODAY

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
Madeline Adams in remembrance of her son Jim;
the Ross family in celebration of Dave’s birthday;
Chris Mason & Sue Walker in celebration of their father’s,
Roy Roberts, 97th birthday.
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In Today’s Prayers
If you have something you’d like added,
please go to one of the Prayer Stands,
write down your request, & put in the plastic rack.
In our weekly Worship Prayers, we lift up praises, thanksgivings,
requests, and concerns to our Lord. In order to help us pray to God
about the wholeness of our lives in the world, we have a schedule for when we will
focus on specific areas for prayer. Any immediate needs will always take priority, but
in general, we will follow this schedule. Please note that this means on the 2nd and 4th
Sundays of the month, Pastor will speak the names of everyone on our health
concerns list, but on other Sundays, this will be lifted up only as a general prayer for
health and healing.

4th Sunday
Local Churches
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Circuit (area) churches:
Beautiful Savior-Antioch, Faith-Lake Forest, Good Shepherd-Lake Villa,
Immanuel-Glenview, Lord of Glory-Grayslake, St. Matthew-Hawthorn Woods,
Grace-Northbrook, St. John-Northbrook, Community of Faith-Spring Grove,
Redeemer-Waukegan, Prince of Peace-Waukegan
GO! Together partner churches in Gurnee:
Gurnee Community, Joy!, Lakeland, Life, Village, New Abbey,
Immanuel, La Viña, Epicenter, House of Prayer, New Hope
Waukegan Churches participating in the Mosaic Learning Community
For more info, go to http://mosaic.tiu.edu
Christian Neighbors, CityReach, First Presbyterian, Iglesia Emanuel,
Journey, Living Waters Cathedral, New Abbey, Shiloh Baptist, Sign of the
Dove, Waukegan Baptist Bible, Waukegan Christian Faith Fellowship,
Waukegan Community Church
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PSALM SERVICE
This service uses portions of the Psalms as the parts of the liturgy.
The Psalms are the hymnbook of the Bible and help us form our worship today.

Opening Hymn
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Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen
Sound from His people again;
Gladly forever adore Him!
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Invocation and Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 92)
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: O Lord, it does us good to give you thanks,
C: to fill our lungs with the name of the Most High,
P: To start the morning off with good news of your love,
C: and to close the day with thanks for your faithfulness,
P: You made us find joy in what you have done, O LORD.
C: We will sing joyfully about the works of your hands.
P: How spectacular are your works, O LORD!
C: How very deep are your thoughts!
Confession and Absolution (Based on Isaiah 55 and Psalm 130)
P: The Lord’s thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways the Lord’s ways.
Seek the Lord while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
let the sinners abandon their ways,
and the unrighteous turn away from their thoughts;
Return to the Lord, for he will have compassion on you,
Return to our God, for he will forgive generously.
C: Yes, let us return to the Lord and confess our sin.
P: Out of the pit we call you, Lord;
C: please, Lord, hear us;
P: Though our voices are faint let them reach your ears
C: and touch your heart of mercy.
P: Lord, if you keep a tally of all our sins,
C: then who could survive?
P: But Lord, you have the power to forgive;
C: So we worship and honor you.
P: His word is our only hope;
C: We wait on the Lord, we wait in our souls,
P: eager as any watchman waits for the morning.
(Silence for reflection on personal sins and need for forgiveness).
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P: You wait for the Lord, because his love for you will never run out,
and because he has the power to set you free;
Only he will save you from your sins,
Only he has sent his son to die for you
and rise again to give you new life.
Your sins are forgiven in the Name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Anthem
“God Is Here”
Adult Choir
• Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time.
There is a sweet anointing in this sanctuary;
There is a stillness in the atmosphere.
Come and lay down the burdens you have carried;
For in this sanctuary, God is here.
He is here, He is here, To break the yoke and lift the heavy burden.
He is here, He is here, To heal the hopeless heart and bless the broken.
Come and lay down the burdens you have carried;
For in this sanctuary, God is here.
There is a sweet anointing in this sanctuary;
There is a stillness in the atmosphere.
Come and lay down the burdens you have carried;
For in this sanctuary, God is here.

Holy Gospel
Luke 4:16–30 (ESV)
16And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his
custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read.
17And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and
found the place where it was written,
18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
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20And

he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And
the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21And he began to say to them,
“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22And all spoke well of him
and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said,
“Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me
this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you did at Capernaum,
do here in your hometown as well.” 24And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is
acceptable in his hometown. 25But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in
Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six
months, and a great famine came over all the land, 26and Elijah was sent to none of
them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow.
27And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of
them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they heard these things, all
in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29And they rose up and drove him out of the
town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that
they could throw him down the cliff. 30But passing through their midst, he went
away.
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle (New Testament Letter)
1 Peter 5:6–11 (ESV)
6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the
proper time he may exalt you, 7casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for
you. 8Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that
the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout
the world. 10And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and
establish you. 11To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: Let us pray. O God, you spoke your word and revealed your good news in Jesus,
the Christ. Fill all creation with that word again, so that by proclaiming your
joyful promises to all nations and singing of your glorious hope to all peoples,
we may become one living body, your incarnate presence on the earth. Amen.
C: Amen.
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Song of Praise

We Fall Down

Psalm Reading (Responsive)
P: How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever?
C: How long will you hide your face from me?
P: How long must I take counsel in my soul
and have sorrow in my heart all the day?
C: How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?
P:
C:
P:
C:

Consider and answer me, O LORD my God;
light up my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death,
and my enemy will say, “I have prevailed over him,”
and my foes will rejoice because I am shaken.

P:
C:
P:
C:

Nevertheless I have trusted in your steadfast love;
Nevertheless I have trusted in your steadfast love;
my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.
my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.
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Psalm 13 (ESV, alt.)

P: I will sing to the LORD, for He has been good to me.
C: I will sing to the LORD, for He has been good to me.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Explore God Collect (Prayer of the Today’s Explore God Question)
P: O Lord, give us an abiding trust in Your good will that no impatience or suffering
of mind or body may weaken our faith in You. Teach us to say, “Thy will be
done,” and to accept Your holy and gracious will in all things. Out of the
shadows of our doubts and fears, bring the light of Your great mercy toward
us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen.
Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day

O Son of God, in Galilee

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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Sermon

“Why Does God Allow Pain & Suffering?”

Confession of Faith
Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.—And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory

We Give Thee But Thine Own

(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)
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Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction (Based on Psalm 67 and Numbers 6)
P: God is good to us, he is blessing us,
C: The face of God is shining down on us,
P: Let the peoples praise You, O God;
C: Let all the peoples praise You.
P: Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joy!
C: God, our own God, shall bless us.
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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© 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Acknowledgements
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

12

