
 

~January 2019~  
Monthly communication  

of events and reports  
from  

Bethel Lutheran Church 

 

 

Bethel Lutheran 

Church & Preschool 
5110 Grand Avenue 

Gurnee, IL  60031 
 

 

 

Church Office:  
847-244-9647 

office@bethelgurnee.org 

Website:   
www.bethelgurnee.org 

 

Preschool:  
847-244-9672 

preschool@bethelgurnee.org 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Ben Squires 

Cell Phone: 224-419-5519 

pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

 

Katrina Johns 
Equipping Coordinator 

Direct Line:  224-623-0800 

Katrina@bethelgurnee.org 
 

Linda Gifford 
Disciple Care &  

Property Coordinator 
linda@bethelgurnee.org  

 

Lisa Schwarz 
Office Manager 

lisa@bethelgurnee.org 
 

Donna Stutzman 
Preschool Director 

 

The BIG Buzz 

Information for 

the weekly  

Buzz  

is due in the  

office by 9 AM  

Thursday. 

 

Preparing to Explore God! 

www.exploregod.com/chicago
 

7 Big Questions

 

The goal?

 

How can you get involved?
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Preschool Newsletter... 

Happy New Year from Bethel Preschool!!!  We had 

a wonderful end of the year Christmas celebration 

with the preschoolers and their families.  We 

began the celebration with our devotion.  The 

children loved listening to Pastor Squires and 

singing all of the beautiful Christmas songs they 

had learned during December.  We then had a 

cookie party in the Fellowship Hall to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday.  It is a wonderful way to end 2018.   

 

January is a favorite time of year at Bethel 

Preschool.  Both classes start traveling class 

projects that always bring great joy to the 

children.  The 3-Day Class takes turns bring home 

Felix the rabbit.  He travels 

to each of the children’s 

homes and writes about 

his adventures in a letter, 

which is then mailed back 

to the preschool.  It is very 

exciting to have Felix come 

visit your house!       

The 2-Day children take 

turns bringing home 

Carson the Snowman.  

Carson starts out very 

plain, but as he travels 

from home to home 

items get added and he 

turns out to be a very 

unique and special snowman each year!   

We really enjoy these special projects each year.    
 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Wednesday, January 16 - Bookmobile 

Friday, January 18 – Vision & Hearing Screening 

Monday, January 21 -  No School,  

  Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Bethel Preschool’s annual rummage sale will be 

on Saturday, March 9.  If you received a lot of 

wonderful new things for Christmas, start saving 

your unwanted gently used items for our big 

fundraiser event. 

New Members 

...to our Bethel family. 

Joe & Maggie Richardt 

Children:  Hannah & Dominick  

Roxanne Hopkins 

What it Means  
to be a Member  

Class 
 

Starting January 13 

 
You may have questions about Bethel and 
our community, being Lutheran, or even 
being a Christian. Please bring your 
questions to Bethel's "What it Means to be 
a..." class. Held twice monthly after the 
10:45 a.m. service, Pastor Squires, 
Equipping Coordinator Katrina Johns, and 
other leaders talk about what it means to 
be a member, servant, Lutheran, neighbor, 
even leader. All are welcome! Join us 
January 13 at noon in the fellowship hall.  
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Stamps 
  

Since 1997 Lutheran Women in Mission across 
the Northern Illinois District have been 
clipping, sorting and sending in cancelled 
postage stamps. You can, too. Just put your 
trimmed cancelled postage stamps in the 
container on the backside of the hub or bring 
them to any NID LWML event. Then, we send 
them to auction in batches for sale by weight to 
collectors and club auctions. 90% of the money 
raised goes towards our mission grants. Cut ¼ 
inch around the stamp and keep the stamp on 
the envelope.  We can use foreign stamps, 
commemorative stamps, stamp collections, 
post cards and all U.S.A. stamps. 

 

 
Eyeglasses 

 

LWML is also collecting 
prescription eyeglasses, reading glasses and 
sunglasses.  These are donated to most 
Ministries who take them on mission trips 
where eye clinics are held.  At our zone LWML 
meetings we have sewn eyeglass cases to send 
along with these.  If you have any glasses or old 
cases put them in the LWML mailbox in the 
workroom.   

 

 
Card Ministry 

 

Our Care Committee sends 
greeting cards to members in the congregation. 
You can donate cards or stamps for the cause.  
Place those in the Care Committee mailbox in 
the workroom.  If you make cards contact 
Kathy (kathyschwartz123@gmail.com) as there 
are baptism and confirmation cards that we 
make.   

C.O.O.L.  
Food of the Month  

 

Peanut Butter 
 

Place non-perishable items in the  

box in the sanctuary hallway. 

Altar Flowers 2019  
Sign Up               

The altar flower sign up for 2019 is 
in the back of church. Cost for an 
arrangement is $25. This can be put 
in the offering in either the yellow 
"Special Offering for Altar Guild" 

envelope in the front of your envelope box or 
in a generic envelope and clearly mark 
it  "Altar Guild".  Altar flowers are a nice way to 
honor or remember someone or given to the 
glory of God. Your flowers may be taken home 
after the late service or if you wish, we can 
deliver them to a shut in or someone who is 
sick.   
 
 

 
New Year  

and  
New Church Envelopes   

 

Each year when we get new envelopes every 
family is assigned a new envelope number.       
So when using your 2019 envelopes, please put 
your name and the amount of your giving       
on the envelope. This makes our financial 
secretary’s job easier.  If you have not picked 
up your 2019 envelopes, they can be found in 
the back of church on Sunday or outside the 
church office during the week. 
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Lutheran Women’s Quarterly 
 2019-2020  

  
If you would like to receive the Lutheran 
Woman's QUARTERLY please sign up on      
the clipboard on the side of the Hub.            
This magazine is printed 4 times a year 
(quarterly), each issue includes articles about 
LWML women and projects around the 
world, 3 Bible studies, new items in the 
LWML store, and listings of how the mite box 
monies are being used.  
 
The cost is $5 and should be given to Kathy 
Schwartz or put in the LWML mailbox in the 
workroom. The deadline to send in our order 
is March 1. The mite boxes are also available 
on the Hub. In them we collect change (and 
bills!) to fund mission projects in our district 
and around the world.  

 

 
The Board of Christian Education would like 
to add to the information that has been 
shared with you in regards to the changes to 
our Vacation Bible School format.  During 
the last four years, our Bethel VBS has 
experienced challenges, especially a lack of 
available adult volunteers.  We must have 
enough adult volunteers to provide a safe 
environment for our children. We were 
blessed to find creative ways to use our 
adult volunteers so that our children could 
have that wonderful Christ-filled, safe 
experience, but that is becoming 
increasingly difficult to do.  
 
After four years of thoughtful research, 
weighing pros and cons, discussion and 
much prayer, the Bethel BOCE decided to go 
to a 3-day weekend format for the 2019 VBS 
program.  We hope that this new schedule 
will allow for more adult volunteer 
participation, as it will not conflict with as 
many work schedules.  
 
There are many possibilities of what this 
can look like and how it could be 
implemented.  The BOCE is assembling a 
team of 6-8 people who would be willing to 
codirect this new venture.  There are a 
couple of veteran people who are willing to 
work on the team. HOWEVER, we cannot go 
forward with the 2019 VBS until this key 
team of people is in place. The team needs 
to be in place by the end of January in order 
to be ready for the summer of 2019.       
Please consider serving our Bethel family on 
this team. 

 
For more information contact: 
  

Carla Thompson, BOCE chairperson,     
         (carlajothompson@gmail.com) or 
 Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator 
         (Katrina@bethelgurnee.org) 
 
Also, please pray for our Board of Christian 
Education as we work to meet the needs 
and provide education opportunities for our 
Bethel family.   



Page 5 

G
o

d
’s

 b
le

ss
in

g
s 

to
 y

o
u

 a
s 

yo
u

 s
ta

rt
 t

h
is

 n
ew

 a
d

ve
n

tu
re

 i
n

 y
o

u
r 

li
fe

. 
 L

et
 t

h
e 

L
o

rd
 l

ea
d

 y
o

u
r 

w
a

y
! 







To: 

The BIG BUZZ        October  2012  

Church office hours 

 

Monday - Thursday 

9:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m. 

 

Friday  

9:00 a.m.— 12:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

Pastor & Katrina’s 

 weekly hours  

are posted outside  

their office door. 

Bethel Lutheran Church 

5110 Grand Ave. 

Gurnee, IL  60031 

Sundays at 8:00 a.m. 

and 10:45 a.m.  
 

Holy Communion:  

1st, 3rd, & 5th 

Sundays  


