4th Sunday after Epiphany
February 3, 2019
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647

Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator
Direct line: 224-623-0800 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has
blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s
word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This
card will help us connect with you.

HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven,
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.

NURSERY

We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down
the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room
at the far end of the gym.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SERVING TODAY

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
Bill & Lynda Oesterreich in memory of Bill's mother, Clara Grossklags, and
Dawn Werfelmann to the glory of God.
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In Today’s Prayers
If you have something you’d like added,
please go to one of the Prayer Stands,
write down your request, & put in the plastic rack.
In our weekly Worship Prayers, we lift up praises, thanksgivings,
requests, and concerns to our Lord. In order to help us pray to God
about the wholeness of our lives in the world, we have a schedule for when we will
focus on specific areas for prayer. Any immediate needs will always take priority, but
in general, we will follow this schedule. Please note that this means on the 2nd and 4th
Sundays of the month, Pastor will speak the names of everyone on our health
concerns list, but on other Sundays, this will be lifted up only as a general prayer for
health and healing.

1st Sunday
Missionaries
Pastor Nicholas Salifu and churches in Northern Ghana
Chris, Heather, Moses & Micah Shepherd
Carlos & Suzanne Tejada, former preschool family, Costa Rica
Prayers for Justice
Heal our communities, break systems of injustice, use us as Your people
help us see others as children of God
Our local partners
Love INC—serving churches to help Christians serve those in need
COOL—food bank and transitional housing
PADS—homeless advocacy and support
A Safe Place—support for those affected by domestic violence
Ricky Bueno & Frontline Street Intervention—local gang outreach & ministry
Informed Choices—Pregnancy & Parenting centers, Grayslake & Crystal Lake
Congregation: Care in Community
We will provide direct assistance and build supportive relationships
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PSALM SERVICE
This service uses portions of the Psalms as the parts of the liturgy.
The Psalms are the hymnbook of the Bible and help us form our worship today.

Opening Hymn

Son of God, Eternal Savior
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LSB 842

Invocation and Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 92)
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: O Lord, it does us good to give you thanks,
C: to fill our lungs with the name of the Most High,
P: To start the morning off with good news of your love,
C: and to close the day with thanks for your faithfulness,
P: You made us find joy in what you have done, O LORD.
C: We will sing joyfully about the works of your hands.
P: How spectacular are your works, O LORD!
C: How very deep are your thoughts!
Confession and Absolution (Based on Isaiah 55 and Psalm 130)
P: The Lord’s thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways the Lord’s ways.
Seek the Lord while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
let the sinners abandon their ways,
and the unrighteous turn away from their thoughts;
Return to the Lord, for he will have compassion on you,
Return to our God, for he will forgive generously.
C: Yes, let us return to the Lord and confess our sin.
P: Out of the pit we call you, Lord;
C: please, Lord, hear us;
P: Though our voices are faint let them reach your ears
C: and touch your heart of mercy.
P: Lord, if you keep a tally of all our sins,
C: then who could survive?
P: But Lord, you have the power to forgive;
C: So we worship and honor you.
P: His word is our only hope;
C: We wait on the Lord, we wait in our souls,
P: eager as any watchman waits for the morning.
(Silence for reflection on personal sins and need for forgiveness).
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P: You wait for the Lord, because his love for you will never run out,
and because he has the power to set you free;
Only he will save you from your sins,
Only he has sent his son to die for you
and rise again to give you new life.
Your sins are forgiven in the Name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Anthem
“Shine Through Me”
Adult Choir
• Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time.
Shine through me, Lord Jesus, shine through me, Lord Jesus.
In the darkness of a hurting world, shine through me, Lord Jesus.
Shine through me, Lord Jesus, shine through me, Lord Jesus.
In the darkness of a hurting world, shine through me, Lord Jesus.
To the lost and battered lives adrift on stormy seas;
To the angry and confused crying to be free,
From the chains of bondage that trap the soul in sin,
Let the light of Jesus shine from deep within.
Shine through me, Lord Jesus, shine through me, Lord Jesus.
In the darkness of a hurting world, shine through me, Lord Jesus.
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Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 49:5–7(ESV)
5And now the LORD says,
he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him;
and that Israel might be gathered to him—
for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD,
and my God has become my strength—
6he says:
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to bring back the preserved of Israel;
I will make you as a light for the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”
7Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers:
“Kings shall see and arise;
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves;
because of the LORD, who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”
L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the
world: Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may
shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshipped,
and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with
you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Song of Praise

We Fall Down
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Holy Gospel
Luke 4:31–44 (ESV)
31And [Jesus] went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching
them on the Sabbath, 32and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word
possessed authority. 33And in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of
an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 34“Ha! What have you to do
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the
Holy One of God.” 35But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him!”
And when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of him,
having done him no harm. 36And they were all amazed and said to one another,
“What is this word? For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits,
and they come out!” 37And reports about him went out into every place in the
surrounding region.
38And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon’s house [Simon, also
known as Peter]. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they
appealed to him on her behalf. 39And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it
left her, and immediately she rose and began to serve them.
40Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with
various diseases brought them to him, and he laid his hands on every one of them
and healed them. 41And demons also came out of many, crying, “You are the Son of
God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew
that he was the Christ.
42And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the
people sought him and came to him, and would have kept him from leaving them,
43but he said to them, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the
other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” 44And he was preaching in the
synagogues of Judea.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Explore God Collect (Prayer of the Today’s Explore God Question)
P: Almighty and gracious God, You want all to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. Magnify the power of the Gospel in the hearts of
Your faithful people that Your Church may spread the good news of salvation.
Protect, encourage, and bless all people who proclaim the saving cross that
Christ, being lifted up, may draw all people to Himself, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Hymn of the Day
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O Love, How Deep

For us He rose from death again;
For us He went on high to reign;
For us He sent His Spirit here
To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.
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LSB 544 sts. 1, 3–6

Sermon

“Is Christianity Too Narrow?”

Confession of Faith
Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.—And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory

We Give Thee But Thine Own

(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)
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Prayers
The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed
are invited to receive Communion with us
if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,
truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing
from the Lord.
Communion Distribution
• Pastor distributes the bread, and the
Elders distribute the wine—with individual
cups or common cup. The individual trays
also contain alcohol-removed wine in the
center of each tray in the purple cups.
• Each side will be ushered from the center
aisle to the communion rail, row by row,
starting with the front.
• Go to the rail on your side of the
sanctuary, filling in starting with the
outside wall towards the center.
• Once you have received the elements, you
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.
• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.
• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time.
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Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
(Based on Psalm 98)
P: Sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous things;
His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for him.
C: The LORD has made His salvation known
and revealed His righteousness to the nations.
P: He has remembered His love and His faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
C: Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,
burst into jubilant song with music;
P: make music to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the sound of singing,
with trumpets and the blast of the ram's horn—
shout for joy before the LORD, the King.
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)
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First Distribution

Sons of God
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Second Distribution

The Lamb

LSB 547

© 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Common Dismissal
P: Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….

C: Amen.

Thanksgiving Prayer
P: Let us pray: Lord Jesus Christ, we give you praise this day for all of your blessings,
especially for giving us your body and blood. Keep us through this meal to
always be under your care. Watch over us as we go throughout the day, so that
we may never wander from your way. This we pray in your name, for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Benediction (Based on Psalm 67 and Numbers 6)
P: God is good to us, he is blessing us,
C: The face of God is shining down on us,
P: Let the peoples praise You, O God;
C: Let all the peoples praise You.
P: Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joy!
C: God, our own God, shall bless us.
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn

In Christ There Is No East or West

LSB 653; tune: 733
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