
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
March 3, 2019 

 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone:  224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator 
Direct line: 224-623-0800 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 
 

  

For Jesus  
has been  
counted  
worthy of  
more glory  
than Moses  
—as much  
more glory  
as the builder  
of a house  
has more honor  
than the house itself. 

Hebrews 3:3 
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  WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has 
blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s 
word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a 
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus 
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven, 
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and 
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and 
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to 
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by 
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions 
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.  

NURSERY 
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down 
the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room 
at the far end of the gym. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

SERVING TODAY 

 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
Donna Stutzman in celebration of her parent’s 51st wedding anniversary. 



3 

In Today’s Prayers 
If you have something you’d like added,  

please go to one of the Prayer Stands,  

write down your request, & put in the plastic rack. 

In our weekly Worship Prayers, we lift up praises, thanksgivings, 
requests, and concerns to our Lord.  In order to help us pray to God 
about the wholeness of our lives in the world, we have a schedule for when we will 
focus on specific areas for prayer. Any immediate needs will always take priority, but 
in general, we will follow this schedule. Please note that this means on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month, Pastor will speak the names of everyone on our health 
concerns list, but on other Sundays, this will be lifted up only as a general prayer for 
health and healing. 

 
1st Sunday 

Missionaries 
Pastor Nicholas Salifu and churches in Northern Ghana 
Chris, Heather, Moses & Micah Shepherd 
Carlos & Suzanne Tejada, former preschool family, Costa Rica 

Prayers for Justice 
Heal our communities, break systems of injustice, use us as Your people 

help us see others as children of God 

Our local partners 
Love INC—serving churches to help Christians serve those in need 
COOL—food bank and transitional housing 
PADS—homeless advocacy and support  
A Safe Place—support for those affected by domestic violence 
Ricky Bueno & Frontline Street Intervention—local gang outreach & ministry 
Informed Choices—Pregnancy & Parenting centers, Grayslake & Crystal Lake 

Congregation: Care in Community 
We will provide direct assistance and build supportive relationships 
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DIVINE SERVICE I 
This service is from Divine Service, Setting One, in Lutheran Service Book.   

Invocation Verse  Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory           LSB 416 st. 1 

 

 

 

 

Invocation  

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

Holy Gospel of the Transfiguration        Luke 9:28-36 (ESV) 

 28Now about eight days after [Jesus predicted His death and resurrection], He took 
with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray. 29And as 
he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became 
dazzling white. 30And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, 
31who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was about to 
accomplish at Jerusalem. 32Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with 
sleep, but when they became fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who 
stood with him. 33And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, 
“Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for 
Moses and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 34As he was saying these 
things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered 
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the cloud. 35And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen 
One; listen to him!” 36And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And 
they kept silent and told no one in those days anything of what they had seen. 
P: O Lord, it is good for us to be here.        
C: Thanks be to God. 

Prayer of the Day 

P: O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the 
mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that 
came from the bright cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by 
grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to the 
fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 

Venite Verse (“O Come, Let Us Worship”)                    LSB 416 st. 2   
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Responsive Psalm              From Psalm 99 

P: The LORD reigns; let the peoples tremble! 
C: let the earth quake! 
P: The LORD is great in Zion; 
C: he is exalted over all the peoples. 
P: Let them praise your great and awesome name! 
C: The LORD our God is holy! 
P: The King in his might loves justice. 
  He has established equity, justice, and righteousness in the land. 
  Exalt the LORD our God; 
C: The LORD our God is holy! 
P: Moses and Aaron were among his priests, 
  Samuel also was among those who called upon his name. 
C: They called to the LORD, and he answered them. 
P: O LORD our God, you answered them; 
C: you were a forgiving God to them, 
P: Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy mountain; 
C: The LORD our God is holy! 

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness) 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.      1 John 1:8-9 

P: We pause in silence to reflect on our personal sins that trouble us. 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father:  
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, 
I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.     C:   Amen. 
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Verse of Praise by Those Delivered from Sin                    LSB 416 st. 3 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1994 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
© 2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

Anthem           “Let’s Just Praise the Lord”  Adult Choir 

• Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

 

Let’s just praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!  
Let’s just lift our hands to Heaven and praise the Lord! 
Let’s just praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let’s just lift our hands to Heaven and praise the Lord! 
 

O we thank You for Your kindness, we thank Your for Your love, 
We have been in Heavenly places, felt blessings from above; 
We’ve been sharing all the good things, the family can afford, 
Let’s just turn our praise toward Heaven and praise the Lord. 
 

Just the precious name of Jesus is worthy of our praise,  
Let us bow our knees before Him, our hands to Heaven raise;  
When He comes in clouds of glory, with Him we’ll ever reign, 
So let’s lift our happy voices and praise His name. 
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Scripture Hymn  O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair    LSB 413 
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Old Testament Reading     Deuteronomy 34:1–12 (ESV) 

 1Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of 
Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land, Gilead as far 
as Dan, 2all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as 
the western sea, 3the Negeb, and the Plain, that is, the Valley of Jericho the city of 
palm trees, as far as Zoar. 4And the LORD said to him, “This is the land of which I 
swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, ‘I will give it to your offspring.’ I have let 
you see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over there.” 5So Moses the servant of 
the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD, 6and he 
buried him in the valley in the land of Moab opposite Beth-peor; but no one knows 
the place of his burial to this day. 7Moses was 120 years old when he died. His eye was 
undimmed, and his vigor unabated. 8And the people of Israel wept for Moses in the 
plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of weeping and mourning for Moses were 
ended. 
 9And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his 
hands on him. So the people of Israel obeyed him and did as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. 10And there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses, 
whom the LORD knew face to face, 11none like him for all the signs and the wonders 
that the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants 
and to all his land, 12and for all the mighty power and all the great deeds of terror that 
Moses did in the sight of all Israel. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Epistle (New Testament Letter)                  Hebrews 3:1–6 (ESV) 

 1Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the 
apostle and high priest of our confession, 2who was faithful to him who appointed 
him, just as Moses also was faithful in all God’s house. 3For Jesus has been counted 
worthy of more glory than Moses—as much more glory as the builder of a house has 
more honor than the house itself. 4(For every house is built by someone, but the 
builder of all things is God.) 5Now Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, 
to testify to the things that were to be spoken later, 6but Christ is faithful over God’s 
house as a son. And we are his house if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our 
boasting in our hope. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn of the Day               Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  LSB 802 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  “Honor the Builder More Than the House”            Hebrews 3:1-6 
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Confession of Faith                  Nicene Creed  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible.—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.---And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     

All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  
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Communion Distribution 

• Pastor distributes the bread, and the 
Elders distribute the wine—with individual 
cups or common cup.  The individual trays 
also contain alcohol-removed wine in the 
center of each tray in the purple cups. 

• Each side will be ushered from the center 
aisle to the communion rail, row by row, 
starting with the front.   

• Go to the rail on your side of the 
sanctuary, filling in starting with the 
outside wall towards the center.   

• Once you have received the elements, you 
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 

  LSB 160 
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P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who at His transfiguration revealed His glory to His disciples that they 
might be strengthened to proclaim His cross and resurrection and with all the 
faithful look forward to the glory of life everlasting. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy)          LSB 161 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)  
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Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)           LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

First Distribution               ’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here LSB 414 
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Second Distribution      Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face LSB LSB 631 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness; 
    Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood; 
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: 
    Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God. 

Common Dismissal 

P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….          
C:   Amen. 
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Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Burning of the Palms         

  Traditionally the Church has kept last year’s 
palms from celebrating Palm Sunday, and then 
burned them on Transfiguration Sunday as 
enter into Lent.  These ashes are then used on 
Ash Wednesday.  Today as we go forth with the 
last “alleluias” on our lips, we burn a small 
amount of palm leaves. 

Nehemiah 9: 1-2,16-17  

Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the people of Israel were 
assembled with fasting and in sackcloth, and with earth on their heads. 2 And 
the Israelites separated themselves from all foreigners and stood and 
confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers.  

16 “…our fathers acted presumptuously and stiffened their neck and did not 
obey your commandments.17 They refused to obey and were not mindful of the 
wonders that you performed among them, but they stiffened their neck and 
appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt. But you are a God ready 
to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love, and did not forsake them.”   

Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C:   Amen. 
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Closing Hymn       Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise        LSB 680 sts. 1, 5 

 

 

 

 
b

 
 
© 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgments  
This order of worship is from the Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting One. 

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture 

quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,  
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 
The Future is in your Hands 

You, yes…you, are needed.  

YOUR opinion matters. 
 

March 16, 2019   9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 

Bethel Lutheran Church, Fellowship Hall  -  RSVP to https://tinyurl.com/bethelgurneesummit 

 

 

  
 

Leadership by Definition 
 

Treasurer - The church treasurer holds a vital role to the 

functioning of a church. The position's purpose is to disburse all 
funds received in the church treasury in a responsible and 
organized manner with fund identified and bills paid when due, 

so that the mission and ministry of the congregation are 
supported and strengthened.  

 
The church treasurer's responsibilities include: 

1. Disburse all fund contributed to the local church budget, per     

properly approved budget or expense reports. 
2. Keep accurate records of how funds are spent and status of 

budget variances. 
3. Prepare accurate monthly financial reports indicating the 

financial well-being of the congregation.  

4. Participate as a voting member in and report regularly to the 
Church Council. 

5. Make recommendation for the investment of excess funds. 
 

The role of treasurer is an elected position for a term of 2 years. Are 
you willing to serve in this capacity? For more information on this 
vital role to Bethel's congregation and its fulfillment of God's mission 

in our community, please contact Pastor Ben Squires or Katrina Johns 
at 847-244-9647.  

 

https://tinyurl.com/bethelgurneesummit
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The rummage sale here at Bethel is this Saturday at 8:30 a.m.  
& your help is needed.   

Volunteers will be needed TODAY & through-out the week.  
 

Rummage Drop-off  
 

Sunday, March 3 at 10:30 a.m. - Noon    
 or  

Monday - Thursday from:  9 a.m. – 3 p.m. & 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
 

(NOT available from 3 -6 p.m. each day and the door to the gym will be locked.) 
 

We ask that all items are dropped off by Thursday to allow for sorting and pricing. 
 

Accepted Items:  Clothes, baby items, toys, games, knick knacks, linens, kitchen items, 
books, shoes, etc.  (No computers or TV's please.)  If you have larger items you wish to 
donate, such as furniture, contact the Preschool Office at preschool@bethelgurnee.org or 
(847)244–9672, to make sure the items will be accepted. 
  

Volunteers Needed  
  

There are many ways to pitch in: 

· Sunday, March 3—starting at 10:30 a.m. set up tables and bring rummage from basement.  

· Monday, March 4 - Friday March 8—pricing, sorting, folding, and organizing rummage. 

· Saturday, March 9 - Rummage Sale Day!  Free lunch for workers! 

 We will need cashiers, baggers, people to carry items, people to fold and organize, 
 people to direct shoppers, and a clean-up crew at the end of the day.  
 
  

Sign up 
 

http://tinyurl.com/preschoolrummage2019 or in the preschool hallway.   
 
 

Volunteers are critical & make a huge impact to the success of the sale! 
 

mailto:preschool@bethelgurnee.org
http://tinyurl.com/preschoolrummage2018
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March 6 - Beginning of Lent 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ashes in the AM March 6 from 5:30 - 9:00 a.m.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
On your way to begin the day, stop by Pastor Squires’ table at Starbucks.  He will have a brief 
prayer for you to say silently or with him.  Then receive ashes on your forehead and hear 
God’s Word of forgiveness in Jesus Christ.  Then, if you desire, grab a cup of coffee, stay for 
further conversation and prayer as Pastor is available, or head out for the day. 

Imposition of Ashes on Ash Wednesday Morning 

By Pastor Squires @ Your Friendly Neighborhood Starbucks  
(Grand & Dilleys in Gurnee) 

Stop By,   Pray,   Receive Ashes & God’s Forgiveness 

Lenten Soup Suppers from 5:15 - 6:15 p.m.  

Join us on Wednesdays during Lent for soup and salad before church.  
A different group hosts each week.    
 

Worship Service Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
Services held in the Sanctuary. 


