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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has
blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s
word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This
card will help us connect with you.

HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven,
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.

NURSERY

We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down
the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room
at the far end of the gym.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SERVING TODAY

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
Kenny and Sue Hessel in memory of Sue’s sister Laura.
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In Today’s Prayers
If you have something you’d like added,
please go to one of the Prayer Stands,
write down your request, & put in the plastic rack.
In our weekly Worship Prayers, we lift up praises, thanksgivings,
requests, and concerns to our Lord. In order to help us pray to God
about the wholeness of our lives in the world, we have a schedule for when we will
focus on specific areas for prayer. Any immediate needs will always take priority, but
in general, we will follow this schedule. Please note that this means on the 2nd and 4th
Sundays of the month, Pastor will speak the names of everyone on our health
concerns list, but on other Sundays, this will be lifted up only as a general prayer for
health and healing.

4th Sunday
Local Churches
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Circuit (area) churches:
Beautiful Savior-Antioch, Faith-Lake Forest, Good Shepherd-Lake Villa,
Immanuel-Glenview, Lord of Glory-Grayslake, St. Matthew-Hawthorn Woods,
Grace-Northbrook, St. John-Northbrook, Community of Faith-Spring Grove,
Redeemer-Waukegan, Prince of Peace-Waukegan
GO! Together partner churches in Gurnee:
Gurnee Community, Joy!, Lakeland, Life, Village, New Abbey,
Immanuel, La Viña, Epicenter, House of Prayer, New Hope
Waukegan Churches participating in the Mosaic Learning Community
For more info, go to http://mosaic.tiu.edu
Christian Neighbors, CityReach, First Presbyterian, Iglesia Emanuel,
Journey, Living Waters Cathedral, New Abbey, Shiloh Baptist, Sign of the
Dove, Waukegan Baptist Bible, Waukegan Christian Faith Fellowship,
Waukegan Community Church
Congregation Goal: Missional Living
Living as disciples among our neighborhoods, workplaces, schools, families,
friends, and daily living
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THE WORD OF GOD SERVICE
This service celebrates the Word of God, using words from Paul’s letters to Timothy.
Opening Hymn

Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

LSB 609 sts. 1–4

Invocation and Greeting
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
C: And also with you.
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1 Tim. 1:2b

The Word of God
P: In worship, we become acquainted with the sacred writings,
C: which are able to make us wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
P: All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
C: so that we may be equipped for every good work. Amen.
2 Tim. 3:15-16
Confession of Sin
P: The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance:
C: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.
P: For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men:
C: Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all.

1 Tim. 1:15
1 Tim. 2:5-6

Silence for meditation on our need for Christ’s forgiveness.
Absolution (Forgiveness)
1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Tim. 1:9-10; 2 Tim. 2:21
P: God our Savior desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of
the truth. He saved you and called you to a holy calling, not because of your
works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave you in Christ
Jesus before the ages began, and which now has been manifested through
the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life
and immortality to light through the Gospel. You have been cleansed of your
sin, set apart as holy, useful to our Lord, and ready for every good work in the
Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

If we have died with him,
we will also live with him;
if we endure,
we will also reign with him;
if we deny him,
he also will deny us;
if we are faithless,
he remains faithful—
for he cannot deny himself.

2 Tim. 2:13-14
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Response

You Are My All in All

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who
have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts
and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your
Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Anthem
“’Tis so Sweet to Trust in Jesus”
Adult Choir
• Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time.
‘Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, And to take him at his word;
Just to rest upon his promise, And to know, “Thus saith the Lord.”
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him! How I’ve proved him o’er and o’er!
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! O for grace to trust him more!
Yes, ‘tis sweet to trust in Jesus, Just from sin and self to cease;
Just from Jesus simply taking Life and rest, and joy and peace.
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him! How I’ve proved him o’er and o’er!
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! O for grace to trust him more!
I’m so glad I learned to trust thee, Precious Jesus, Savior, friend;
And I know that thou art with me, Wilt be with me to the end.
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him! How I’ve proved him o’er and o’er!
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! O for grace to trust him more!

The Charge to the Congregation Regarding the Scriptures
P: Devote yourselves to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.
If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound
words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness,
4he is puffed up with conceit and understands nothing. Guard the deposit
entrusted to you—the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Do not be ashamed of His
Word, for we know whom we have believed, and we are convinced that He is
able to guard His Word in us by the Holy Spirit who dwells within us. Follow
the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from the Scriptures, in
the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells within
us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you.
1 Tim. 4:13,6:3-4,20; 2 Tim. 1:12-14
C: We have devoted ourselves to the Scriptures.
We dedicate this time now to hear from God’s Word. Amen.
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Old Testament Reading
Ezekiel 33:7–11 (ESV)
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[And the Lord said to the prophet Ezekiel]: “So you, son of man, I have made a
watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you
shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall
surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that
wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 9But if
you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that
person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.
10“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: ‘Surely our
transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then
can we live?’ 11Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn
back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?”
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle (New Testament Letter)
1 Corinthians 10:1–13 (ESV)
1I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all
passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,
3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they
drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ.
5Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in
the wilderness.
6Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as
they did. 7Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat
down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual
immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We
must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents,
10nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11Now
these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our
instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 12Therefore let anyone who
thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you that is
not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your
ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may
be able to endure it.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Response to the Epistle / Preparation for the Gospel: For All the Saints

LSB 677 st. 2

Holy Gospel
Luke 13:1–9 (ESV)
1There were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2And [Jesus] answered them,
“Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans,
because they suffered in this way? 3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all
likewise perish. 4Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them:
do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in
Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”
6And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he
came seeking fruit on it and found none. 7And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for
three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it
down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 8And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this
year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. 9Then if it should bear fruit next
year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Hymn of the Day

Lord Jesus Christ, the Church's Head

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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LSB 647

Children’s Message / The Charge for the Pastor
E: Paul instructed Timothy as a pastor. His letters speak of the calling and duties of
pastors.…Pastor, we remind you of your duty now:
C: We charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus:
Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season to speak His Word;
Point out errors, warn people, and encourage us,
with complete patience and teaching. Amen.
2 Tim. 4:1-2
Sermon

“The Stones of the Tower”

Luke 13:1-9

New Member Welcome & Confession of Faith
Today’s Confession asks our new members and all of the congregation to affirm that
we are Disciples/Followers of Jesus, committed to one another as a gathering of believers.

P: At Bethel, our mission is to help people be Disciples—life-long learners &
followers of Jesus Christ. Discipleship means God awakening Disciples from
head knowledge of the faith to “heart life”. Are you a disciple of Jesus?
C: I am through the grace of God.
P: As a gathering of disciples, do you trust that Bethel is seeking to teach faith in
Jesus according to God's Word as best expressed in Lutheran theology
according to the Lutheran Confessions, knowing that even if you have trouble
understanding every teaching, Bethel seeks God’s truth and not our own truth?
C: I do.
P: Are you asking to be shepherded (cared for in your faith) and be held
accountable in your life as a believer in Jesus?
C: I am.
P: Do you commit yourself to encourage fellow believers at Bethel in their faith?
C: I do.
P: Will you serve the community around us—God's Kingdom— in partnership with
this gathering of believers?
C: I will.
P: Will you support the mission of the congregation to bring the Gospel to those
who need Jesus?
C: I will. I am a disciple of Jesus.
We are a gathering of His followers by His grace. Amen.
Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.
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Offertory
Sung as our Offerings are brought forward to the Altar

LSB 871 st. 3; tune: Haslemere

Prayers
P: Supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
are to be made for all people,
C: thanking God whom we serve,
P: as we remember others constantly in our prayers night and day.
C: And praying for our leaders and all who are in high positions,
that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life,
P: godly and dignified in every way.
C: This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior.

1 Tim. 2:1-3; 2 Tim. 1:3

(Pastor then offers the Prayers of the Church).
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction
P: There is stored up for you the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to you on the Last Day,
and not only to you but also to all who have longed for his appearing.
The Lord will rescue you from every evil deed and bring you safely into his
heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever in the Name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
2 Tim. 4:8,18
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Closing Hymn

In Thee Is Gladness

LSB 818

This hymn is selected for today because of lines like “Amid all sadness,” but because it is
Lent, we omit the “Alleluias”, marking this as a season of repentance. Therefore, please
hum those notes where marked.

mm_ mm_ mm_ mm__
mm_ mm_ mm_ mm__

mm_ mm_ mm_ mm__
mm_ mm_ mm_ mm__

Announcements
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Leadership by Definition
Elder - The elders oversee and lead decision making about all
matters pertaining to the spiritual welfare of the congregation
through worship, Sacraments, discipleship/education, disciple care,
and outreach. They are responsible for the oversight of all called
workers, ensuring the congregation remains true to the Lutheran
Confessions, and have one seat on the Church Council to provide
input regarding the ministry aspects of the congregation. Bethel has
divided up Elder responsibilities among three teams:
Worship, Disciple Care, and Spiritual Oversight.
Here are brief descriptions of some of their duties:
The Worship Team takes care of all things related to a worship
service, from setting up the sanctuary or gym to upholding the Altar
Guild in their responsibilities to recruiting, training, and coordinating
those who participate in serving in worship.
The Disciple Care Team support the staff of Bethel as well as the
members. They often coordinate care for members in many ways as
well as regularly praying for all those who call Bethel their church
home.
The Spiritual Oversight Team provide oversight of the doctrine
taught in all aspects of Bethel's discipleship. The assist the pastor and
called staff in their development of goals and carrying out their
offices, as well as serving in a Human Resources capacity.
Serving as an elder is not something to be taken lightly. The elders
will recruit and train members from the congregation to serve
alongside of them. However, final decision making and responsibility
lies with the Board of Elders.
If you are interested in learning more or serving Bethel in this
capacity, please contact Pastor Ben Squires or Katrina Johns at
847-244-9647.
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Palm Sunday
April 14 ~ 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Worship with communion in the gym.

Maundy Thursday
April 18 ~ 6:30 p.m.
Worship with communion in the sanctuary.

Good Friday

April 19 ~ 1:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Worship in the sanctuary.

Easter Sunday
April 21
Sunrise 6:00 a.m.

Worship with communion in sanctuary.

Festival Services 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Worship with communion in the gym.
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