
Praise Prayers 
On 5th Sundays in a month, we focus on Praise & Thanksgiving for the Prayers of 

the Church. Use the Praise Request sheets provided and post your Praise on the 
communion rail anytime during the service, which then be offered by Pastor as our 
Worship Prayers.   

(Other prayer requests can be submitted on the attendance cards to be included in the full 
Prayer List which is sent out by email on Monday. If you don’t receive our emails, send an email 
to office@bethelgurnee.org). 
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  WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has 
blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s 
word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a 
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus 
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven, 
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and 
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and 
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to 
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by 
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions 
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.  

NURSERY 
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down 
the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room 
at the far end of the gym. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

SERVING TODAY 

 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
Dave Ross in celebration of Cheryl’s Birthday, and  

Bill and Lynda Oesterreich in memory of grandson Will and Bill’s father William. 



3 

PSALM SERVICE 
This service uses portions of the Psalms as the parts of the liturgy.   

The Psalms are the hymnbook of the Bible and help us form our worship today. 

 
Opening Hymn                  Today Your Mercy Calls Us  LSB 915 
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Invocation and Call to Worship  (Based on Psalm 92) 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C:   Amen. 
P: O Lord, it does us good to give you thanks, 
C: to fill our lungs with the name of the Most High, 
P:  To start the morning off with good news of your love, 
C: and to close the day with thanks for your faithfulness, 
P:  You made us find joy in what you have done, O LORD. 
C: We will sing joyfully about the works of your hands. 
P:  How spectacular are your works, O LORD! 
C: How very deep are your thoughts!     

Confession and Absolution  (Based on Isaiah 55 and Psalm 130) 

P: The Lord’s thoughts are not your thoughts, 
  neither are your ways the Lord’s ways.  
  Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
      call upon him while he is near; 
  let the sinners abandon their ways, 
      and the unrighteous turn away from their thoughts; 
  Return to the Lord, for he will have compassion on you, 
      Return to our God, for he will forgive generously. 
C: Yes, let us return to the Lord and confess our sin.  
P: Out of the pit we call you, Lord;        C:   please, Lord, hear us; 
P:  Though our voices are faint let them reach your ears 
C: and touch your heart of mercy. 
P:  Lord, if you keep a tally of all our sins,        C:   then who could survive? 
P:  But Lord, you have the power to forgive;   C:   So we worship and honor you.   
P:  His word is our only hope; C:   We wait on the Lord, we wait in our souls, 
 P:  eager as any watchman waits for the morning. 

 (Silence for reflection on personal sins and need for forgiveness). 

P:  You wait for the Lord, because his love for you will never run out, 
  and because he has the power to set you free; 
  Only he will save you from your sins, 
  Only he has sent his son to die for you  
  and rise again to give you new life. 
  Your sins are forgiven in the Name of the Father  
  and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. C:   Amen. 
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Song of Praise       Blessed Be Your Name 
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Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

P: Let us pray.  Triune God, whose very name is holy, teach us to be faithful hearers 
and learners of Your Word, fervent in the Spirit as the Apostles were, that we 
may teach it correctly against those who have been led astray into falsehood 
and error and that we might follow the example of the early Christians for the 
good of the Church You established here and entrusted into our humble care; 
for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Old Testament Reading   Isaiah 8:11–22 (ESV) 
11For the LORD spoke thus to me with his strong hand upon me, and warned me not 

to walk in the way of this people, saying: 12“Do not call conspiracy all that this people 
calls conspiracy, and do not fear what they fear, nor be in dread. 13But the LORD of 
hosts, him you shall regard as holy. Let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. 
14And he will become a sanctuary and a stone of offense and a rock of stumbling to 
both houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 15And many 
shall stumble on it. They shall fall and be broken; they shall be snared and taken.” 

16Bind up the testimony; seal the teaching among my disciples. 17I will wait for the 
LORD, who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob, and I will hope in him. 18Behold, I 
and the children whom the LORD has given me are signs and portents in Israel from the 
LORD of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion. 19And when they say to you, “Inquire of the 
mediums and the necromancers who chirp and mutter,” should not a people inquire 
of their God? Should they inquire of the dead on behalf of the living? 20To the teaching 
and to the testimony! If they will not speak according to this word, it is because they 
have no dawn. 21They will pass through the land, greatly distressed and hungry. And 
when they are hungry, they will be enraged and will speak contemptuously against 
their king and their God, and turn their faces upward. 22And they will look to the earth, 
but behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish. And they will be thrust into 
thick darkness. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord        
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle (New Testament Letter)             2 Corinthians 5:16–21 (ESV) 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though 

we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to 
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord       
C:   Thanks be to God. 

Anthem      “Reflections of Life and the Word”    Adult Choir 

• Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

 
All flesh is like grass;  And its glory like the flow’r. 
Grass will wither;  flower fail, its beauty fades away. 
Brightest sunlit skies, days unfolding into night,  
heav’n and earth will pass away.  The Lord will be our Light. 
 
But the Word of God goes forth, in pure and matchless truth. 
A Light, a living Word, forever will endure. 
Let each one receive, as the rain and snow that fall,  
living Words of life that touch the hearts and souls of all.      
 
All flesh is like grass, like the flow’r. 
Grass, flower fail, beauty fades.  All flesh is like grass. 
But the Word of God goes forth, In pure and matchless grace. 
A Light, a living Word, forever will endure. 
 
But the Word of God goes forth, In pure and matchless truth. 
A Light, a living Word, forever will endure. 
All flesh is like grass.  All flesh is like grass. All flesh is like grass. 
 

  



8 

Holy Gospel       Luke 17:1–6 (ESV) 
1And Jesus said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the 

one through whom they come! 2It would be better for him if a millstone were hung 
around his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these 
little ones to sin. 3Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he 
repents, forgive him, 4and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to you 
seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.” 

5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6And the Lord said, “If you had 
faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and 
planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.     C:  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn  of the Day           Send, O Lord, Your Holy Spirit      LSB 681 
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Sermon    “Millstone”    Luke 17:1-6 

Confession of Faith                Nicene Creed  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible.—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.—And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering Use this time to bring up additional Praise Prayer sheets  

   and tape them on the communion rail.   

Offertory            We Give Thee But Thine Own              LSB 781 sts. 1–2 

(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar) 

 

 

Prayers 
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The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     

All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to 
talk.  We invite those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and 
receive a blessing from the Lord.  

 

Communion Distribution 

• Pastor distributes the bread, and the 
Elders distribute the wine—with individual 
cups or common cup.  The individual trays 
also contain alcohol-removed wine in the 
center of each tray in the purple cups. 

• Each side will be ushered from the center 
aisle to the communion rail, row by row, 
starting with the front.   

• Go to the rail on your side of the 
sanctuary, filling in starting with the 
outside wall towards the center.   

• Once you have received the elements, you 
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 
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Preparation for the Lord’s Supper             (Based on Psalm 98) 

P: Sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous things; 
        His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
C:  The LORD has made His salvation known 
        and revealed His righteousness to the nations. 
P: He has remembered His love and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
        all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
C: Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, 
        burst into jubilant song with music; 
P:  make music to the LORD with the harp, 
        with the harp and the sound of singing, 
  with trumpets and the blast of the ram's horn— 
        shout for joy before the LORD, the King. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)  
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First Distribution Hymn        God Loved the World So That He Gave  LSB 571 

 

 

 
 

5 If you are sick, if death is near, 
This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 
That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
Be praise now and eternally! 
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Second Distribution Hymn   Glory Be to Jesus                                    LSB 433 

 

 
 

5 Oft as earth exulting 
    Wafts its praise on high, 
Angel hosts rejoicing 
    Make their glad reply. 

 

Common Dismissal 

P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….          
C:   Amen. 

Thanksgiving Prayer 

P:   Let us pray: Lord Jesus Christ, we give you praise this day for all of your blessings, 
especially for giving us your body and blood.  Keep us through this meal to 
always be under your care.  Watch over us as we go throughout the day, so that 
we may never wander from your way.  This we pray in your name, for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 
  

6 Lift we, then, our voices, 
    Swell the mighty flood; 
Louder still and louder 
    Praise the precious blood! 
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Benediction (Based on Psalm 67 and Numbers 6) 

P:  God is good to us, he is blessing us, 
C: The face of God is shining down on us,  
P:   Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
C: Let all the peoples praise You. 
P: Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joy! 
C: God, our own God, shall bless us. 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. C:   Amen.  
 

Closing Hymn                                Christ Be My Leader  LSB 861 

 

 

 
 
© 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
 

Announcements 
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This liturgy arranged and written by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires. 

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,  
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Palm Sunday   
April 14 ~ 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

Worship with communion in the gym.  

Maundy Thursday  
April 18 ~ 6:30 p.m. 

Worship with communion in the sanctuary. 

Good Friday 
April 19 ~ 1:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

Worship in the sanctuary. 

Easter Sunday   
 April 21  

Sunrise 6:00 a.m. 
Worship with communion in sanctuary. 

Festival Services 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
 Worship with communion in the gym. 

 


