
Rally Day  We are very excited about 

the start of a new Sunday school year at 
Bethel! Rally Day is scheduled for 
September 8. We have music and 
other fun activities planned for the kids 
that day. We will kick off Rally Day at 9:30 a.m. in the 
sanctuary.  We request that all Sunday school students, 
from Little Lambs all the way through high school meet 
there, along with parents, to meet this year’s teachers 
and to learn a bit about our mission for the year. From 
there, the kids will proceed with their teachers to their 
activities.  We look forward to seeing all of you there!                       
~Board of Christian Education  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bethel Preschool   Bethel has 3 openings in our two 

day class (W,F) for children who are 3 
years old by September 1 and 5 
openings in our three day (M,W,F) class 
for children who are 4 years old by 
September 1.  We also have a playtime 
program offered on Mondays for 

children 2 1/2—5 years old from 9:00 a.m.—11:30 a.m., 
you don’t have to be enrolled in preschool to take 
advantage of playtime. You can pick up a packet in the 
back of church or visit our website (http://
www.bethelpreschoolgurnee.org/programs.html). 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bethel Preschool Open House  
Bethel is going to hold a Back to School 
Open House on Tuesday. August 27 
from 5:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. Children 
from the community as well as 
currently enrolled children are welcome to attend.  It 
will be a wonderful opportunity to see the classrooms 
and meet with the teachers.  Please invite your friends 
with preschool aged children to attend.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Does your Company do Matching Funds? Some 

companies do! Check with your HR or payroll person to 
find out if your donations to Bethel could be enhanced by 
the generosity of your workplace. For more information, 
contact Joan Blasko  (finsecretary@bethelgurnee.org). 

  

 

 

BETHEL BUZZ  

 Bethel Website: www.bethelgurnee.org    Office: 847-244-9647    Preschool: 847-244-9672    Email: office@bethelgurnee.org 

Pastor Ben Squires   Cell: 224-419-5519 / pastor@bethelgurnee.org      

Katrina Johns - Equipping Coordinator   Direct line:  224-623-0800 / katrina@bethelgurnee.org         

Linda Gifford - Disciple Care and Property Coordinator   linda@bethelgurnee.org   
      Lisa Schwarz - Office Manager    lisa@bethelgurnee.org    Donna Stutzman - Preschool Director    preschool@bethelgurnee.org       

Bethel’s Annual Church Picnic 
& New Member Celebration 

Sunday, August 18  
 11:30 a.m.   

Viking Park  in Gurnee 
 

Bring the whole family out and enjoy a few hours with 
our Bethel family. There will be games and activities for 
all ages. Meat, cups, plates, napkins, utensils, and drinks 
will be provided. A sign up sheet will be posted in the 
back of church or outside the church office during the 
week on which you can choose to bring a side dish or 
dessert.   Viking Park is located off of Old Grand Rd.  
There are picnic tables for eating, but if you are more 
comfortable sitting in a lawn chair, please bring one. 
Hope to see you at the picnic on August 18!   

New to the Picnic – COOL CARS  If you, or someone 

you know, has a “COOL” car/”Vintage” car; and would 
like to share it with others at the picnic, please let the 
office know so we can set aside the appropriate number 
of parking spaces at Viking Park. 

White Elephant Gifts  White elephant gifts are being 

collected for the picnic games.  There is a collection box 
in the back of church or outside the church office during 
the week. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sunday School Registration  The start of 

the new Sunday school year is quickly 
approaching! Rally Day is scheduled for 
September 8. Sunday school registration 
will begin this week. We will be doing things a little 
differently this year. Rather than completing online 
registration, as in the past, we will be asking families to 
fill out Emergency Information cards. The Board of 
Christian Education is dedicated to updating our records 
this year so that we are fully prepared for any situations 
that might arise.  We have the safety and protection of 
our students in the forefront of our minds. These 
Emergency Information cards will allow us to have 
contact information for each student should we ever 
need to find you. A table will be set up after both the 
Thursday (8/8) and Sunday (8/11) services where you 
can fill out these short cards.  We appreciate you taking 
the time to help us keep our children safe! 
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Bethel will be closed August 30   
due to maintenance on the floors. 
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Snail Mail Station  One way in which to 

encourage others in our “Life Together” in 
Christ is to send them a handwritten note. 
We’ve supplied the cards and envelopes. 
You write the note, and then the Bethel staff 
will make sure to address it and get it in the mail. The station is 
located outside the church office. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COOL FUNDRAISER  COOL Ministries is having an          

all-day fundraiser at City BBQ, 887 North 
Milwaukee Avenue, Vernon Hills, IL on  
Friday, August 16.  Please pick up a flyer 
from the Hub.  This  is a great way to have 

some delicious food and help support COOL - 25% of your 
order goes to COOL. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pastor's Fall 2020 Sabbatical A few people have 
asked Pastor about his sabbatical, which is great but it is still 
13 months away. We have scheduled it for the Fall of 2020 
(September-November).  But since you asked, here's the 
update:   

• The grant application was submitted in April to the Lily 
 Foundation Clergy Renewal Program. We will hear 
 sometime late this month if we receive the grant. The funds 
 will cover all of his expenses plus the cost of an interim 
 pastor. 

• If the grant is not received, the congregation voted to 
 support this sabbatical through other means. 

• Pastor Ron Weidler, retired from Immanuel, Batavia, has 
 agreed to serve as our interim pastor. 

The basic plan for the sabbatical is for Pastor to do some 
traveling on his own, especially a trip to England to kick it all 
off. There also will be time to take trips with his family on 
weekends. He will remain in the parsonage, and will use this 
time for rest, and renewal through reading, writing, and 
photography. If you have any other questions about the 
sabbatical, please email the Sabbatical Team at  
sabbatical@bethelgurnee.org . 

 

 

Summer Worship Schedule  
Thursday 6:30 PM  &  Sunday 9 AM 

Communion   
1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday  

Office Hours  
Monday - Thursday  9AM—3PM 

Friday   9AM - 12PM 

Last Week’s Attendance 
Thursday—38,  Sunday—108 

 

Needed for Church Picnic  Does anyone have a 

large thermos Bethel can borrow to put water in for 
the Bethel church picnic?  If so, please contact the 
church office. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This Week’s Calendar 
 

Monday, August 12 

 10:00 a.m.—Staff Meeting 

 1:00 p.m.—Pickleball 

 6:00 p.m.—Boy Scouts in the Building  

Tuesday, August 13 

 5:30 p.m.—Uline Basketball 

Wednesday, August 14 

 9:00 a.m.—Bethel Landscaping 

 9:30 a.m.—Mom’s Club 

 6;30 p.m.—Preschool Board 

Thursday, August 15 

 10:00 a.m.—Pickleball  

 3:30 p.m.—Lower Level in Use 

 6:30 p.m.—Communion in Sanctuary 

Friday, August 16         Pastor & Katrina’s Day Off 

 Church Office Closed 

Saturday, August 17    Pastor & Katrina’s Day Off 

Sunday, August 18 

 9:00 a.m.—Communion in Gym 

 11:30 a.m.—Bethel Church Picnic/All Member  
     Celebration  

 

 Thursday 6:30 PM Sunday 9:00 AM 

Elders: OPEN Bob Souza 

Comm/Asst. Elder: JJ Jones  OPEN 

Acolytes: Amanda Adams, Xavier Ramon  Mae Anderson, Ellie Kreamer 

Lay Readers: Michelle Ramon, Sheila Bunnell  Ralph Danielsen, Donna Danielsen 

Ushers: OPEN, OPEN Jay Souza, OPEN 

Greeters: Roxanne Hopkins Jaronik Family,   
Chuck & Julie Johnson 

August Altar Guild: Margie Tatgenhorst  Dawn Werfelmann 
August Counters: Chris Mason Diane Sanders 

Serving Next Week 

August 22/25 Buzz  
Cut-off date for articles to be submitted is  

Tuesday, August 20 at 9:00 a.m. 
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