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9th Week after Pentecost
Thursday, August 8, and Sunday, August 11, 2019

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, lllinois 60031 - (847) 244-9647

Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org

Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator
Direct line: 224-623-0800 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org

Website: www.BethelGurnee.org
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Thursday 6:30 p.m. & Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays and the Thursday prior
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Diver — Choir/New Music Accompanist

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord
blesses you as he has blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people
find the right place for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission. We’d love
to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a moment to complete an
attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This card
will help us connect with you.

NURSERY

We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary,
the nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the
gym, the nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym.

SERVING TODAY

Thursday 6:30 PM Sunday 9:00 AM

Elders: Randy Gifford Bob Souza
Comm/Asst. Elder:  OPEN OPEN
Acolytes: Cameron Fleming, Ruth Ziegler ~ Annika Chudy, Jake Chudy
Lay Readers: Dave Ziegler, Jack Warneke Owen Squires, Chris Shepherd
Ushers: OPEN, OPEN John Schultz, OPEN
Greeters: Gutzke Family Jim & Donna Gerken,

Hautzinger Family
August Altar Guild:  Margie Tatgenhorst Dawn Werfelmann
August Counters: ~ Chris Mason Diane Sanders

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:

Linda & Randy Gifford in celebration of their 35th wedding anniversary and
Jaclyn & Jenelle’s birthdays,
Bill & Lynda Oesterreich’s in memory of Thelma Gerber, and
Sue Schmidtke in celebration of mother, Muriel Schmidtke’s birthday (8/11).




In Today’s Prayers

If you have something you’d like added,
please go to one of the Prayer Stands, =
write down your request, & put in the plastic rack. ot
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In our weekly Worship Prayers, we lift up praises, thanksgivings,

requests, and concerns to our Lord. In order to help us pray to God about the wholeness
of our lives in the world, we have a schedule for when we will focus on specific areas for
prayer. Any immediate needs will always take priority, but in general, we will follow this
schedule. Please note that this means on the 2™ and 4" Sundays of the month, Pastor
will speak the names of everyone on our health concerns list, but on other Sundays, this
will be lifted up only as a general prayer for health and healing.

Our District Partners
Northern lllinois District Walcamp—outdoor ministry
Concordia University—Chicago Lutheran Church Charities

Our Seminaries
Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne

and Bethel member, Jacob Stoltzman, who is in his 2nd year
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis

Congregation: Discipleship
Help us continue to see what it means to have a “heart life,” daily lives for Jesus

Our Loved Ones in the Armed Forces Let Pastor know if you have someone to add.
Victoria Wuethrick, Bethel member, Air Force

Lt. Colonel Michael Ridley, USAF, Minot AFB, ND — Steve Best’s brother
Jason Lucker, Navy, had been at Great Lakes, now in school in Virginia
Marshall King, Army—son of Deb Pellettiere’s friend

David Mrnak, Army—Deb Pellettiere’s friend’s future son-in-law
Allison Luzwick, Lt., Navy—Great Lakes

Bradley Abbitt, Army—Susan Squires’ cousin

Steven Furman, Air Force—Margie Tatgenhorst’s nephew

Andrew Waala, Air Force—Brian & Sherri Waala’s son

Jonathan Grana, Navy, stationed in Bahrain—Shelly Adams’ cousin

A LiTurGY oF DOUBT AND HOPE
Worship in a traditional order drawing on along with words of doubt and hope
from Scripture, poets, and writers.
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Opening Hymn Great Is Thy Faithfulness LSB 809
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1 Great is Thy faith - ful - ness, O God my Fa - ther;
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har - vest,
3 Par - don for sin and a peace that en - dur - eth,
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Great is Thy faith - ful-ness, Lord, un - to me!

4




Invocation Jude 1-2,20-22,25

P:
C:
P:

Y

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ:
May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.
To the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,
before all time and now and forever. Amen.
We come to be built up in our most holy faith,
building one another up through the Word of God.
God the Father calls on us to have compassion on one another:
“Have mercy on those who doubt.”
God the Son calls on us to support one another
as we wait for His mercy that leads to eternal life:
Jesus is able to keep us from stumbling
and to present us blameless before the presence of his glory
with great joy. Amen.

Confession of Sins Based on “Emmanuel” by Aaron Niequist

NITIQOIQNITIONTOQT

Can we just admit together that we’re not fine?
Because I’'m not fine, and you’re not fine.

Can we just admit together that we’re afraid?
Because I’'m afraid, and you’re afraid.

Can we just admit together that we have doubts?
Because | have doubts, and you have doubts.
Can we just admit together that we’re not free?
Because I’'m not free, and | want to be.

If you’re not free, then call out to God with me:
Emmanuel,

God with us today,

We humbly call out Your Name:

Emmanuel,

As near as our need,

As close as the air that we breathe,

Emmanuel.

Lord, have mercy.



P: Can we just admit together that we have failed?
C: Because I have failed, and you have failed.
P: Can we just admit that our hands aren’t clean?
C: And our hearts aren’t clean, and they’ll never be.
P: Until we’re freed, and mercy sings.
C: Emmanuel,

God with us today,

We desperately cling to Your Name:

Emmanuel,

As near as our need,

As close as the air that we breathe.

Emmanuel.

Lord, have mercy. Amen.
Absolution (Forgiveness) Based on liturgy by Bernie Seter and “Emmanuel” by Aaron Niequist

P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of
sinners, which means He does not desire your death. But rather He calls you to
turn from your wicked ways and find life in the life of Christ. He has had mercy
upon you. He graciously forgives your sins through the death and resurrection
of Your Lord Jesus Christ. He strengthens you by the power of the Holy Spirit
to amend your sinful lives according to His will, and will keep you in His grace
until that day when He will take you to be with Him for eternity. Therefore, as a
called and ordained servant of the Word, in His stead and by His command, |
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Emmanuel,

God with us today,

In thanksgiving we praise Your Name:

Emmanuel,

Who came near so we are freed,

As close as the Word that we hear.

Emmanuel.

The Lord has had mercy on us.
P: Now we can admit together that we’ve failed,
C: Because | am forgiven, and you are forgiven.
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Now we can admit together that our hands aren’t clean,
Because Jesus made me clean, and He made you clean.

If you’re now free, then call out to God with me:
Emmanuel,

God with us today,

In thanksgiving we praise Your Name:

Emmanuel.

The Lord has had mercy on us. Amen.

NIQD

Collect (Prayer of the Day)

P: Letus pray. Lord Jesus, You call Your Church to remain faithful to Your Gospel of
word and deed. May we, Your gathering of disciples in this place, hear Your
call to repent and believe in the Gospel, turn from our sins and return to the
only true God, and show forth works of mercy and charity to those who are
broken by the fallenness of this world; for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

First Old Testament Reading Zechariah 7:1-10(ESV)

'In the fourth year of King Darius, the word of the LorRD came to Zechariah on the
fourth day of the ninth month, which is Chislev. 2Now the people of Bethel had sent
Sharezer and Regem-melech and their men to entreat the favor of the Lorp, 3saying
to the priests of the house of the LORD of hosts and the prophets, “Should | weep
and abstain in the fifth month, as | have done for so many years?”

4Then the word of the LoRrD of hosts came to me: >“Say to all the people of the
land and the priests, When you fasted and mourned in the fifth month and in the
seventh, for these seventy years, was it for me that you fasted? °And when you eat
and when you drink, do you not eat for yourselves and drink for yourselves? "Were
not these the words that the LorD proclaimed by the former prophets, when
Jerusalem was inhabited and prosperous, with her cities around her, and the South
and the lowland were inhabited?”

8And the word of the LoRD came to Zechariah, saying, 9“Thus says the LoRD of
hosts, Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to one another, °do not
oppress the widow, the fatherless, the sojourner, or the poor, and let none of you
devise evil against another in your heart.”
L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



Second Old Testament Reading Lamentations 3:21-26 (ESV)
2But this | call to mind,
and therefore | have hope:
22The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;
his mercies never come to an end;
>3they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
24“The LORD is my portion,” says my soul,
“therefore | will hope in him.”
>The LoRD is good to those who wait for him,
to the soul who seeks him.
26|t is good that one should wait quietly
for the salvation of the LoRrb.
L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Matthew 20:29-34 (ESV)
29And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed him. 3°And behold,
there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus
was passing by, they cried out, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” 3'The crowd
rebuked them, telling them to be silent, but they cried out all the more, “Lord, have
mercy on us, Son of David!” 32And stopping, Jesus called them and said, “What do
you want me to do for you?” 33They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.”
34And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight
and followed him.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Acknowledgements

This liturgy arranged and written by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires. © 2019.

Portions adapted from Aaron Niequist’s songs and texts for A New Liturgy (Nos. 1, 2, & 3).

© Aaron Niequist. www.anewliturgy.com

“Absolution” adapted from LCMS World Relief Lenten Series, by Rev. Bernie Seter.

“Confession of Faith” by Rainsong/First Nations Version. © 2013 Rain Ministries, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
“Prayers of the Church” adapted from “Prayer [2]”, The Collected Poems of Langston Hughes. © 1994 Estate of L. Hughes.
Portions used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.

Spiritual Gifts Discovery artwork © Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Used by permission for local church use only. No unauthorized use or duplication permitted.
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Hymn of the Day

Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace

LSB 844; tune: 571

i
1

b ] dl il ._i "’i ‘} = .l i_
l1Lord of al na tions, grant me  grace To love all
2 Break down the  wall that would di - vide Thy  chil - dren,
3For - give me, Lord where I have erred By love - less
4Gve me Thy cour age, Lord, to  speak When - ev - er
ﬁ#:?:»' 2z » - ———— |
:‘)v I ] I ! (" —
peo ple, ev 'y race; And in eah per - son
Lord, on evv - 'y side. My neigh-bor's good let
act and thought less  word. Make me to see the
strong op - press the  weak. Should I  my - self the
== === === =
may I se¢ My kin-dred, loved, re - deemed by  Thee.
me pur - sue; Let Chris - tian  love bind warm and true.
wrong 1 do Wil greve my wound- ed  Lord a - new.
vic - tim be, Help me for - give, re mem - b'ring  Thee.

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267

Mission Moment

Sermon

“Gift of Mercy”



Confession of Faith (adapted from the Apostles’ Creed) First Nations Version
Our Father and Creator, the One Above Us All,
made all things in the world above and the earth below.

Jesus, his special born Son,
was fathered by the Holy Spirit
and was born into this world through a virgin named Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, a ruler of the Roman people,
who had him nailed to a tree pole, the cross, where he bled to death.
He was buried and then went down to the world of the dead.
On the third day he came back to life, never to die again.
He returned to his Father in the world above
and sat down at his powerful right hand.
One day he will return to this earth to make the final decision
about the eternity of the living and the dead.

After he went to the world above,

Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to us from the Father,
to live in and through us.

There is only one holy and world-wide group of believers in Jesus
—a Sacred Family called his Church.

All of the Holy Spirit’s holy people sit together equally in this Family
and share his Sacred Food at his table.

He has forgiven us and set us free from all of our broken ways,
and all who trust in him, even though they cross over to death,
will be brought back to life again,
to a life that will never end. Amen.

Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.
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Prayers of the Church based on Langston Hughes’ poem “Prayer [2]”
P: Gatherup
in the arms of your mercy
C: The sick, the depraved
The desperate, the tired,

P: All the scum * Jesus reached out to people considered
. by others to be “scum”. We reach out to
of our weary city. all people. And we ourselves may even
Gather up feel like “scum’” sometimes.

In the arms Of your mercy. But look at how God responds with love.
Gather up

In the arms of your love—

Those who expect

No love from above.

For them—for us—

We pray now.

NIQTOITO

<Pastor then offers the Prayers of the Church>

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction (Blessing) Colossians 1:19-20

P: God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Jesus Christ, and through Him to
reconcile to Himself all things, by making peace through His blood, shed on the
cross. You are reconciled to God the Father, through the work of God the Son,
and kept in this faith by God the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

1



Closing Song Brothers and Sisters in Christ
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Announcements
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