Worship & Sermon Series

12th Week after Pentecost
Thursday, August 29, & Sunday, September 1, 2019
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647
Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator
Direct line: 224-623-0800 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Thursday 6:30 p.m. & Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays and the Thursday prior
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has
blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s
word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This
card will help us connect with you.

HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven,
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.

NURSERY

We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down
the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room
at the far end of the gym.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SERVING TODAY

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
Jim Franz in memory of his mother’s birthday.
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In Today’s Prayers
If you have something you’d like added,
please go to one of the Prayer Stands,
write down your request, & put in the plastic rack.
In our weekly Worship Prayers, we lift up praises, thanksgivings,
requests, and concerns to our Lord. In order to help us pray to God
about the wholeness of our lives in the world, we have a schedule for when we will
focus on specific areas for prayer. Any immediate needs will always take priority, but
in general, we will follow this schedule. Please note that this means on the 2nd and 4th
Sundays of the month, Pastor will speak the names of everyone on our health
concerns list, but on other Sundays, this will be lifted up only as a general prayer for
health and healing.
Missionaries
Pastor Nicholas Salifu and churches in Northern Ghana
Chris, Heather, Moses & Micah
Carlos & Suzanne Tejada, former preschool family, Costa Rica
Prayers for Justice
Heal our communities, break systems of injustice, use us as Your people
help us see others as children of God
Our local partners
Love INC—serving churches to help Christians serve those in need
COOL—food bank and transitional housing
PADS—homeless advocacy and support
A Safe Place—support for those affected by domestic violence
Informed Choices—Pregnancy & Parenting centers, Grayslake & Crystal Lake
Congregation: Care in Community
We will provide direct assistance and build supportive relationships
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CATECHISM SERVICE
Today’s service uses words from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism
as it teaches us about the basic elements of the Christian faith.
Opening Hymn

Awake, My Heart, with Gladness

LSB 467 sts. 1–3, 7

Text and tune: Public domain
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Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: These words remind us of our baptism. What is Baptism?
C: Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God's command and
combined with God's word.
P: What benefits does Baptism give?
C: It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal
salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare.
P: What does God’s Word in Romans 6 teach us about Baptism?
C: “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live
a new life.”
Baptism Verse

Baptized into Your Name Most Holy
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LSB 590 st. 1

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness)
P: What is Confession and Absolution?
C: Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive
absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting,
but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.
P: Confess and admit your sins to God the Father.
C: I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I mattered most. My Lord’s name I
have not honored as I should; my worship and prayers have faltered. I have not let
his love have its way with me, and so my love for others has failed. There are those
whom I have hurt, and those whom I failed to help. My thoughts and desires have
been soiled with sin. I pray You, Almighty God, merciful Father, for the sake of the
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: Do you believe that word of Christ’s forgiveness I speak to you
is from the Lord Himself?
C: I do.
P: Receive the forgiveness Christ won for you by His Passion, death, and
resurrection. By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, a called and
ordained servant of the Word, forgive you your sins in the Name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Absolution Verse

Jesus Sinners Will Receive
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LSB 609, stanza 6

Greeting and Luther’s Morning or Evening Prayer
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Thursday P: Let us pray together.
C: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have
graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where
I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me,
that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
Sunday
P: Let us pray together.
C: I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have
kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 42:5–12 (ESV)
5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it:
6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness;
I will take you by the hand and keep you;
I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations,
7to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
8I am the LORD; that is my name;
my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols.
9Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth I tell you of them.”
10Sing

to the LORD a new song, his praise from the end of the earth,
you who go down to the sea, and all that fills it,
the coastlands and their inhabitants.
11Let the desert and its cities lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar inhabits;
let the habitants of Sela sing for joy, let them shout from the top of the mountains.
12Let them give glory to the LORD, and declare his praise in the coastlands.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Reading from the History of the Early Church
Acts 11:19–30, 13:1–3 (ESV)
19Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to
no one except Jews. 20But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who
on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21And
the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the
Lord. 22The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent
Barnabas to Antioch. 23When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he
exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose, 24for he was
a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added
to the Lord. 25So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26and when he had found
him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and
taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.
27Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28And one
of them named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a
great famine over all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius). 29So the
disciples determined, everyone according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers
living in Judea. 30And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas
and Saul. . . .
1Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas,
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of
Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the
Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have
called them.” 3Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent
them off.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Holy Gospel
Mark 6:7–13 (ESV)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 6 chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
7And [Jesus] called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave
them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He charged them to take nothing for their
journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— 9but to wear
sandals and not put on two tunics. 10And he said to them, “Whenever you enter a
house, stay there until you depart from there. 11And if any place will not receive you
and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet
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as a testimony against them.” 12So they went out and proclaimed that people should
repent. 13And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick
and healed them.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: Almighty God, Your faithful servant Barnabas sought not his own renown but gave
generously of his life and substance for the encouragement of the apostles and
their ministry. Grant that we may follow his example in lives given to encouraging
others and the proclamation of the Gospel; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Hymn of the Day

Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me

LSB 756 sts. 1–4

Text (st. 4): © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267
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Sermon

“The Gift of Encouragement”

Confession of Faith
2nd Article of the Apostles’ Creed and Luther’s explanation
P: Confess with your mouth what you believe in your heart:
Romans 10:9
that Jesus is Lord and that God raised him from the dead
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
P: What does this mean?
C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also
true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. Who has redeemed me, a lost and
condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the
power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and
with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in
His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and
blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is
most certainly true.
Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory

Crown Him with Many Crowns

**Today’s favorite hymn**
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LSB 525 sts. 1, 4–5

Prayers
P: The Lord invites us to pray saying:
C: Our Father who art in heaven.
P: What does this mean?
C: With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and
that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask
Him as dear children ask their dear father.
P: Therefore, we bring our prayers to You this day, Father. . .
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed
are invited to receive Communion with us
if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,
truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing
from the Lord.
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Communion Distribution
• Pastor distributes the bread, and the
Elders distribute the wine—with individual
cups or common cup. The individual trays
also contain alcohol-removed wine in the
center of each tray in the purple cups.
• Each side will be ushered from the center
aisle to the communion rail, row by row,
starting with the front.
• Go to the rail on your side of the
sanctuary, filling in starting with the
outside wall towards the center.
• Once you have received the elements, you
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.
• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.
• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time.
Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: What is the Sacrament of the Altar?
C: It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine,
instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink.
P: What is the benefit of this eating and drinking?
C: These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” shows us that in
the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these
words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.
P: Who receives this sacrament worthily?
C: The person who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins.” But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy
and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)
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Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)

First Distribution Hymn

LSB 163

Love in Christ Is Strong and Living

LSB 706

Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267
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Distribution Hymn

5

Jesus Comes Today with Healing

LSB 620

6 Now have I found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,
Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,
Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love I savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267

Common Dismissal
P: Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….
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C: Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer
P: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through this blessed gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn

When Peace, like a River

Announcements
15

LSB 763

September 8
New
Sunday school year
at Bethel!

There will be music and other fun activities planned for the kids.
Kick off will be at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.
All Sunday school students, from Little Lambs all the way through high
school meet there, along with parents, to meet this year’s teachers and
to learn a bit about our mission for the year. From there, the kids will
proceed with their teachers to their activities. Look forward to seeing
all of you there!
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