Worship & Sermon Series

13th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 8, 2019
Beginning of the Education Year
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647
Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator
Direct line: 224-623-0800 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Thursday 6:30 p.m. & Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays and the Thursday prior
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord
blesses you as he has blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people
find the right place for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission. We’d love
to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a moment to complete an
attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This card
will help us connect with you.

NURSERY
We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary,
the nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the
gym, the nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________

SERVING TODAY

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
The Sanders family in celebration of Jocelyn’s 10th birthday (9/11).
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In Today’s Prayers
If you have something you’d like added,
please go to one of the Prayer Stands,
write down your request, & put in the plastic rack.
In our weekly Worship Prayers, we lift up praises, thanksgivings,
requests, and concerns to our Lord. In order to help us pray to God about the wholeness
of our lives in the world, we have a schedule for when we will focus on specific areas for
prayer. Any immediate needs will always take priority, but in general, we will follow this
schedule. Please note that this means on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month, Pastor
will speak the names of everyone on our health concerns list, but on other Sundays, this
will be lifted up only as a general prayer for health and healing.

Our District Partners
Northern Illinois District
Concordia University—Chicago

Walcamp—outdoor ministry
Lutheran Church Charities

Our Seminaries
Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne
and Bethel member, Jacob Stoltzman, on his vicarage (internship year)
at Redeemer Lutheran, Highland, IN
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
Congregation: Discipleship
Help us continue to see what it means to have a “heart life,” daily lives for Jesus
Our Loved Ones in the Armed Forces Let Pastor know if you have someone to add.
Victoria Wuethrick, Bethel member, Air Force
Lt. Colonel Michael Ridley, USAF, Minot AFB, ND – Steve Best’s brother
Jason Lucker, Navy, had been at Great Lakes, now in school in Virginia
Marshall King, Army—son of Deb Pellettiere’s friend
David Mrnak, Army—Deb Pellettiere’s friend’s future son-in-law
Allison Luzwick, Lt., Navy—Great Lakes
Bradley Abbitt, Army—Susan Squires’ cousin
Steven Furman, Air Force—Margie Tatgenhorst’s nephew
Andrew Waala, Air Force—Brian & Sherri Waala’s son
Jonathan Grana, Navy, stationed in Bahrain—Shelly Adams’ cousin
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CATECHISM SERVICE
Today’s service uses words from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism
as it teaches us about the basic elements of the Christian faith.
Opening Hymn

Shepherd of Tender Youth

LSB 864

Text and tune: Public domain
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Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: These words remind us of our baptism. What is Baptism?
C: Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God's command and
combined with God's word.
P: What benefits does Baptism give?
C: It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal
salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare.
P: What does God’s Word in Romans 6 teach us about Baptism?
C: “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live
a new life.”
Baptism Verse

Baptized into Your Name Most Holy
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LSB 590 st. 1

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness)
P: What is Confession and Absolution?
C: Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive
absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting,
but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.
P: Confess and admit your sins to God the Father.
C: I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I mattered most. My Lord’s name I
have not honored as I should; my worship and prayers have faltered. I have not let
his love have its way with me, and so my love for others has failed. There are those
whom I have hurt, and those whom I failed to help. My thoughts and desires have
been soiled with sin. I pray You, Almighty God, merciful Father, for the sake of the
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: Do you believe that word of Christ’s forgiveness I speak to you
is from the Lord Himself?
C: I do.
P: Receive the forgiveness Christ won for you by His Passion, death, and
resurrection. By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, a called and
ordained servant of the Word, forgive you your sins in the Name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Absolution Verse

Jesus Sinners Will Receive
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LSB 609, stanza 6

Greeting, Collect (Prayer of the Day) and Luther’s Morning Prayer
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lord Jesus Christ, You have entrusted to Your people the task of teaching all
nations. Enlighten with the wisdom of Your Holy Spirit those who teach and
those who learn that the joyous truth of the Gospel may be known in every
generation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C: Amen.
P: Let us pray together.
C: I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have
kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Old Testament Reading
Ezra 7:1a,6–10 (ESV)
1…In the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, 6…Ezra went up from Babylonia. He
was a scribe skilled in the Law of Moses that the LORD the God of Israel had given, and
the king granted him all that he asked, for the hand of the LORD his God was on him.
7And there went up also to Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Artaxerxes the king,
some of the people of Israel, and some of the priests and Levites, the singers and
gatekeepers, and the temple servants. 8And he came to Jerusalem in the fifth month,
which was in the seventh year of the king. 9For on the first day of the first month he
began to go up from Babylonia, and on the first day of the fifth month he came to
Jerusalem, for the good hand of his God was on him. 10For Ezra had set his heart to
study the Law of the LORD, and to do it and to teach his statutes and rules in Israel.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Reading from the History of the Early Church
Acts 18:24–28 (ESV)
24Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an
eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures. 25He had been instructed in the way of the
Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things concerning
Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26He began to speak boldly in the
synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him and explained to
him the way of God more accurately. 27And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the
brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived,
he greatly helped those who through grace had believed, 28for he powerfully refuted
the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Children’s Message / Installation of Christian Education Staff
(Preschool Staff, Sunday School teachers & assistants,
Bible study leaders, Confirmation Lay Coaches, F.E.E.T. leaders)
This installation is based on Bethel’s discipleship and
membership language. It encourages the Christian Education
Staff to prayerfully ask God to be at work in their own lives while
also affirming our commitments together as a congregation.
Little Lambs:
Dan and Erin Novacek
Preschool:
Cindy Daluga, Sue Frendreis, and Kristina White
Kindergarten:
Karen Kozlik and Claudine Rayos
1st/2nd Grade:
Joan Blasko and Elizabeth Blasko and Sue Schmidtke
3rd Grade:
Diane Sanders and Kylie Brazda
4th/5th Grade:
John and Karen Leicht, Kari Mulley and Kellie Ratzburg
Middle School:
Alicia Kazarian, Chelsi Todd and Nichole Todd
High School:
Tim Faitsch, Carla Thompson, and Donna Gerken
Confirmation
Lay Coaches:
Jose Rayos, Stephanie Bunnell, Joe Richardt, & Jason Adams
Women’s Bible Study: Kathy Schwartz
Congregational Mission Words
P: Our mission is to help people be Disciples:
C: life-long learners & followers of Jesus Christ.
May God lead us in His mission. Amen.
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Gospel Preparation Song

Shine, Jesus, Shine
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Holy Gospel
Matthew 5:14–19 (ESV)
th
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5 chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
[While Jesus was preaching on the mountain, He said]: 14“You are the light of the
world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do people light a lamp and put it
under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way,
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father who is in heaven.
17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth
pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.
19Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches
others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does
them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Hymn of the Day

Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds
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LSB 867

Sermon

“The Gift of Teaching”

Confession of Faith
3rd Article of the Apostles’ Creed and Luther’s explanation
P: What do you believe about the Holy Spirit?
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
P: What does this mean?
C: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord,
or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with
His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers,
enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus
Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my
sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead,
and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true.
Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.
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Offertory

Earth and All Stars

LSB 817 sts. 1, ref, 6–7

(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)

Tune and text: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267

Prayers
P: The Lord invites us to pray saying:
C: Our Father who art in heaven.
P: What does this mean?
C: With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and
that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask
Him as dear children ask their dear father.
P: Therefore, we bring our prayers to You this day, Father. . .
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The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Closing Words Based on Luther’s Small Catechism
P: We have prayed as the Lord has taught us.
We have said, “But deliver us from evil.” What does this mean?
C: We pray that our Father in heaven would rescue us
from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation,
and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end,
and graciously take us to be with Him for eternity.
P: The Church concludes the prayer saying, “For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.” What does this mean?
C: This means that I should be certain that
these requests are pleasing to our Father in heaven,
and are heard by Him;
for He Himself has commanded us to pray in this way
and has promised to hear us.
Amen means “yes, yes, it shall be so.”
Congregational Mission Words
P: Our mission is to help people be Disciples:
C: life-long learners & followers of Jesus Christ.
May God lead us in His mission. Amen.
Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn

Children of the Heavenly Father

LSB 725

Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267

Announcements

Acknowledgments
This liturgy arranged and written by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires. © 2019.
This order of worship uses words taken from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, 1986 edition, LCMS.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Spiritual Gifts Discovery artwork © Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.
Used by permission for local church use only. No unauthorized use or duplication permitted.

14

Celebration of
Ministry
You’ve taken the Spiritual Gifts Discovery Assessment…………….
you’ve been listening to pastor’s sermons on those gifts…...……...

Now what?

Join us on Sunday, September 22
at 9:30 a.m. in the gym for a
Celebration of Ministry.
Games, prizes, fun and best of all you will learn where you can
share your gifts
with your Bethel family and beyond.
Bethel ministry leaders are looking forward to meeting you and
telling you all about how we can use our gifts to serve in our
church and community.
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