Midweek Advent Worship - Wednesday, December 4, 2019
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647

Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator
Direct line: 224-623-0800 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist, David Ziegler - Handbell Director
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord
blesses you as he has blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people
find the right place for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission. We’d love
to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a moment to complete an
attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This card
will help us connect with you.

NURSERY
We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary,
the nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the
gym, the nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________

SERVING TODAY
Elders: Mike Bandman
Comm/Asst. Elder: JJ Jones
Acolytes: Brooke Ratzburg, OPEN
Lay Readers: Lynn Faitsch, Nathan Faitsch
Ushers: OPEN, OPEN
Greeters: The Faitsch Family
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VESPERS
Adapted from the Lutheran Service Book, “vespers” is a Latin word meaning
“evening.” Originally one of eight daily offices prayed during the Middle Ages,
Vespers was retained at the time of the Reformation as one of two chief daily
services, the other being Matins (Morning Prayer). “Sunset marks the end of
the day and also the beginning of the next day so that the days roll on without interruption. The
hours of darkness are experienced as a time of waiting and watching…the unknown, isolation,
fear, death, night…but also stillness, rest, peace, and promise. In Christ, the grave is transformed
into the morning of new and unending life” (quotes from Journey into the Heart of God).
Opening Hymn

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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LSB 359

Opening Words
P: O Lord, open my lips,
C: and my mouth will declare Your praise.
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
C: make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: Praise to You, O Christ,
C: Lamb of our salvation.
Psalm Reading (Responsive)
Psalm 145:1–13 (ESV)
P: 1I will extol you, my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
C: 2Every day I will bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.
P: 3Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,
and his greatness is unsearchable.
4
C: One generation shall commend your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts.
P: 5On the glorious splendor of your majesty,
and on your wondrous works, I will meditate.
6
C: They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds,
and I will declare your greatness.
P: 7They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness
and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.
C: 8The LORD is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
P: 9The LORD is good to all,
and his mercy is over all that he has made.
10
C: All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,
and all your saints shall bless you!
P: 11They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom
and tell of your power,
12
C: to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds,
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
P: 13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and your dominion endures throughout all generations.
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C: The LORD is faithful in all his words
and kind in all his works.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: King of the universe, you show the bright glory of your reign in acts of mercy and
enduring love; raise the spirits of the downcast and restore those who have fallen
away, that we may sing for ever of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of
Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Even as we wait in this Advent season for
this annual festival celebration of His birth, grant that each day we joyfully
receive Him as our Redeemer, and we may with sure confidence behold Him
when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Holy Gospel
Matthew 1-2 (ESV)
1The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.
2Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the
father of Judah and his brothers, 3and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar,
and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, 4and Ram the father
of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of
Salmon, 5and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by
Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6and Jesse the father of David the king.
And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7and Solomon the
father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of
Asaph, 8and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram,
and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the
father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10and Hezekiah the father of
Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, 11and
Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to
Babylon.
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12And

after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud
the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14and Azor the father of Zadok,
and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15and Eliud the father
of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16and
Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is
called Christ.
17So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and
from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the
deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations.
18Now

the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save
his people from their sins.”
22All

this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).
24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him:
he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called
his name Jesus.
23“Behold,

2:1Now

after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Christ was to be born.
5They

told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
6
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Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time
the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may
come and worship him.”
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After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they
had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the
child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going
into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.
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Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there
until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14And he rose
and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there
until the death of Herod.
This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet,
“Out of Egypt I called my son.”
16

Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became
furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region
who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from
the wise men.
17

Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:
18
“A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

19

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph
in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for
those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his
mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning
over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a
dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee.
23

And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the
prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
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Responsory
P: Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth.
C: Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
P: Unite my heart to fear Your name that I may walk in Your truth.
C: Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C: Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. Amen.
Hymn of the Day

Sermon

See amid the Winter’s Snow

LSB 230

LSB 373

The Birthday of Jesus Theologygram - Gospel of Matthew

Offering
Offertory Prayer
P: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
C: Amen.
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Prayers of the Church
P: Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
C: and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
P: Merciful Father, whose guiding hand has brought us to the completion of this
day, we humbly pray You to stay with us and shelter us in quiet hours of this
night that we, who are wearied by the changes and chances of this passing
world, may rest in Your changeless peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is
no threat. Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night,
especially those who watch and work on behalf of others. Grant them
diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and
competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of other with
confidence and compassion; Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Gracious Lord, we give You thanks for the day, especially for the good we were
permitted to give and to receive. The day is now past, and we commit it to
You. We entrust to You the night and rest in Your peace, for You are our help,
and You neither slumber nor sleep. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Let us pray together.
C: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You
have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my
sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel
be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
(Silence for meditation)
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Benediction
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn

Once He Came in Blessing

LSB 333

Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267

Announcements
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Saturday Starbucks Sabbatical Session
Saturday, December 7 - 9:30-10:30 --- Starbucks (Grand & Dilleys)

Come get a FREE DRINK at Starbucks
(through a Thrivent Action Team grant)

and find out more about Pastor’s Fall 2020 Sabbatical.
Pastor and Sabbatical Team members will be there to share the vision
and answer questions. Feel free to stop by anytime during this hour.

•
•
•

Attendees will receive:
FREE DRINK
"Sabbatical Card" - small print of one of Pastor's photos
Thrivent T-shirt (while supplies last)
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