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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month 

Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  
Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist, David Ziegler - Handbell Director 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has 
blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s 
word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a 
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus 
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven, 
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and 
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and 
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to 
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by 
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions 
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.  

NURSERY 
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down 
the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room 
at the far end of the gym. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

SERVING TODAY 

 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
Sue Schmidtke in loving memory of Ted Schmidtke. 
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In Today’s Prayers 
If you have something you’d like added,  

please go to one of the Prayer Stands,  

write down your request, & put in the plastic rack. 

In our weekly Worship Prayers, we lift up praises, thanksgivings, 
requests, and concerns to our Lord.  In order to help us pray to God about the 
wholeness of our lives in the world, we have a schedule for when we will focus 
on specific areas for prayer. Any immediate needs will always take priority, but 
in general, we will follow this schedule. Please note that this means on the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays of the month, Pastor will speak the names of everyone on our 
health concerns list, but on other Sundays, this will be lifted up only as a 
general prayer for health and healing. 

 

Government & Safety 
Local, State and Federal government and leaders 
Local police and fire departments 

Local concerns 
Human trafficking, here locally and across the world 
Marc & Pedro, men who burglarized Bethel, 30 months probation/rehabilitation  

Congregation: Spiritual Conversation 
Help us talk about spiritual things that are the source and foundation for life,  

and build relationships and friendships that include these conversations 
  

ADVENT LECTIONARY 
This service carries the themes of the Advent Lectionary—the selected readings for this season in the 

Church Year, as we anticipate the birth of Christ who brings salvation to all. 
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Introit for the Third Sunday in Advent     Psalm 71:14-18; antiphon (repeated verse): Philippians 4:4 
P: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
  I will hope continually and will praise you yet more and more. 
C: My mouth will tell of your righteous acts,  
 of your deeds of salvation all day, 
 for their number is past my knowledge. 
P: With the mighty deeds of the Lord God I will come; 
  I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone. 
C: O God, from my youth you have taught me, 
 and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. 
P: So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, 
  until I proclaim your might to another generation,   
  your power to all those to come. 
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
 

Opening Hymn                       Hark the Glad Sound LSB 349 
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Invocation and Call to Worship         
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.          
C:   Amen. 
P: This is the day which the Lord has made;           Psalm 118:24 
C: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
P: From the rising of the sun to its setting,                   Psalm 113:3 
C: the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
P: Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.    Psalm 50:2-3a, Isaiah 40:3, 45:8 
C: Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. 
P: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C: Make His paths straight. 
P: Shower, O heavens, from above,  
  and let the skies rain down righteousness. 
C: Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. 
P: From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C: the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

Confession and Absolution      1 Peter 5:6-11, 1:3-5  
P: Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God  
  so that at the proper time he may exalt you. 
  Cast all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.  
  Be sober-minded; be watchful.  
  Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,  
   seeking someone to devour.  
  Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering  
  are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.  

C: We humble ourselves before the Lord.  
 We confess that we have sinned against heaven and earth,  
 against the Lord, His Creation, and one another. 
 Please come to us, Lord, and forgive.  Amen. 
 

Silence for meditation on our need for Christ’s forgiveness.   
 

  



6 

P: The God of all grace has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, and He 
himself restores, confirms, strengthens, and establishes you. To him be the dominion 
forever and ever. According to his great mercy, he has caused you to be born again to 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 
you,  who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.   

C:   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

P: The Lord be with you.    
C:  And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten 

the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever 

C: Amen.       
 

Anthem   “When Will the Little King Come?”  Adult Choir 

• Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

 

When will the little King come?  When will we see God’s Son? 
We will sing and shout for joy, greet the precious baby boy, when our Emmanuel comes. 
 

When will the little King come?  
Will He come like a breath of spring while the flowers are blossoming? 
Will He come on a summer day while the children are at play?  
 

When will the little King come? 
Will He come when the air grows cold while the leaves turn to red and gold? 
Will He come on a winter night while the stars are shining bright? 
 

When will the little King come? When will we see God’s son? 
We will sing and shout for joy, greet the precious baby boy, when our Emmanuel comes. 
When will the little King come? 

  



7 

Reading from an Advent Prophet Isaiah 35:1–10 (ESV) 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 
 the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
  2it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. 
  The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
 They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 
  “Be strong; fear not! 
    Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. 
    He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
  For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 
  7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
  in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

   8And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 
    the unclean shall not pass over it. 
   It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 
    even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
   9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
    they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
   10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; 
    everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
    they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
P: This is the Word of the Lord.   
C:   Thanks be to God.  
  



8 

Old Testament Canticle (sung three times)   from LSB # 261 

 

 

Epistle (New Testament Letter)   James 5:7–11 (ESV) 
7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 

waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the 
early and the late rains. 8You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of 
the Lord is at hand. 9Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may 
not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10As an example of suffering 
and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
11Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the 
steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C:   Thanks be to God. 

Magnificat (based on the Song of Mary)  Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord LSB 935, st. 2 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1962, renewed 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
© Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2–15 (ESV) 
2When John [the Baptist] heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent 

word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we 
look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and 
see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf 
hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 
6And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did 
you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft 
clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11“Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one 
greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven 
has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13For all the Prophets and the 
Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to 
come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:   Thanks be to God. 

Responsory         Jeremiah 23:5a,6  

P: Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord,  
  when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch. 
C: This is the name by which He will be called:  

 The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
P: He shall reign as king and deal wisely ,  

  and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
C: This is the name by which He will be called:  

 The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C: This is the name by which He will be called:  

 The Lord Is Our Righteousness.  Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day     Come, Thou Bright and Morning Star LSB 872 (alt.); tune: 350 

Arrangement and additional words © The Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires, 2019. 

Sermon               “No Rush” 
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Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 
 

 

Offertory (based on the Song of Mary)  Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord LSB 935, st. 1 

Sung as our Offerings are brought forward to the Altar 

 

 

 

 

Prayers 

 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     

All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  
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Communion Distribution 

• Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders 
distribute the wine—with individual cups or 
common cup.  The individual trays also contain 
alcohol-removed wine in the center of each tray in 
the purple cups. 

• Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

• Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

• Once you have received the elements, you may 
remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 

Preface Verses          Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared      LSB 622 sts. 1, 4 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 

 

First Distribution Hymn        Savior of the Nations, Come LSB 332 sts. 1–5 

 

 

 
Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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Second Distribution Hymn          The Advent of Our King LSB 331 sts. 1–5 

 

 

Common Dismissal 

P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….           
C:   Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P: God and Father, in Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, 
to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near.  With thankful 
hearts we pray, "Come, Lord Jesus," confident that in His body and blood, 
given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim 
His death until He comes again in glory. 

C: Amen. 

Acclamation 

P: Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord,  
C: make his paths straight;  
P: all flesh shall see the salvation of God.  
C: Alleluia. Amen. 

Benediction  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C:   Amen.  
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Closing Hymn            Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness LSB 849 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Announcements 
 
 

Acknowledgments 
This liturgy arranged and written by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires. 

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

Scripture quotations in the liturgy are from  
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,  

copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 
The “Slow Advent” series is inspired by Rev. Bosco Peters (http://www.liturgy.co.nz). 

Cover photo: “Sproutings #3” 
Bong State Recreation Area, Kansasville, WI  © 2019 BiCS Pics. 
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Christmas Worship Services 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

6:00 p.m. & 10:00 p.m. (New time) 

Christmas Day Worship  

with Communion 10:00 a.m. 
  


