
 

Christmas Eve - December 24, 2019 
 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone:  224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator 
Direct line: 224-623-0800 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist, David Ziegler - Handbell Director 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord 
blesses you as he has blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people 
find the right place for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission.  We’d love 
to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a moment to complete an 
attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This card 
will help us connect with you. 

NURSERY   
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, 
the nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the 
gym, the nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

SERVING CHRISTMAS EVE 6:00 P.M. 
 Elder:  Mike Bandman 
 Asst Elder: Bob Souza 
 Acolyte: Michaela Rosenthal, Jude Squires 
 Ushers: Scott Gutzke, John Schultz 
 Lay Readers:   Scott Gutzke, Pat Rasmussen 
 Greeters:   Jones Family, Chuck Kozlik Family 
  

SERVING CHRISTMAS EVE 10:00 P.M. 
 Elder:  Jack Warneke 
 Comm. Elder:  OPEN 
 Acolyte:   Aiden Friedman, OPEN 
 Usher:   OPEN, OPEN 
 Lay Readers:   Kelley Dorner, Lexi Dorner 
  

 
 
 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

POINSETTIA DONATIONS ARE LISTED ON PAGE 16 
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Opening Anthem (6PM)       “A King of Swaddling Clothes”     Adult Choir 

• Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

 

Upon a silent evening, the world was unaware 
The Son of God was bringing the answer to our prayer. 
For years and years we waited, kept watch that we might know 
The One that heaven promised, a King in swaddling clothes. 
 

A quiet proclamation upon the stable floor, 
A tiny coronation, the crowning of our Lord. 
A prophecy unfolding, foretold from long ago, 
A love that’s everlasting, a King in swaddling clothes. 
 

We worship the Messiah. We praise His holy name. 
Through Him, we live forever. In Him, we’re born again. 
A man of many sorrows, who chose to take our place. 
Now we can face tomorrow, wrapped in His arms of grace, His grace. 
 

In meek and humble fashion, salvation touched the earth. 
A gift to ev’ry nation, our blessed Savior’s birth. 
He came with but a whisper, a tender precious Rose. 
His throne a lowly manger, a King in swaddling clothes. 
A King in swaddling clothes. 

 

Call to Worship           Psalm 51:15, liturgical text 

P:  O Lord, open my lips, 
C:  and my mouth shall declare Your praise. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. Alleluia, alleluia! 
P: Give glory to God, our light and our life. 
C: Oh, come, let us worship Him.  
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Overture Hymn     It Came Upon the Midnight Clear          LSB 366 sts. 1–2 

Called an overture hymn because of the way the angels announce the entire story of the Gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

Introit  (Entrance Verses)      Psalm 98:1–4; antiphons (repeated verses): Psalm 98:1 & Isaiah 9:6 
P: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;   
  and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called  
  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
C: Oh sing to the LORD a new song,  for he has done marvelous things! 
 Oh, sing a new song! 
P: His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

 The LORD has made known his salvation;   
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.   
 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

C: Oh sing to the LORD a new song,  for he has done marvelous things! 
 Oh, sing a new song! 
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Overture Hymn (continued)  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear LSB 366 sts. 3–4 

 

 

 

 

Introit (continued) 

P: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
  Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
  break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
  and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
  and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
  Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
C: Oh sing to the LORD a new song: 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 Oh, sing a new song! 
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Anthem (6PM)                         “Song of the Shepherds”                Adult Choir         
 

Run, shepherds, run and hurry to Bethlehem! Run, see the Baby lying in a manger. 
Run, shepherds, run and hurry to Bethlehem! Born today is Christ the Lord! 
 

Run, shepherds, run and hurry to Bethlehem! Run, see the Baby lying in a manger. 
Run, shepherds, run and hurry to Bethlehem! Born today is Christ the Lord! 
 

“Glory to God!” Hear the shepherds singing, “Glory to God!” 
The angels’ song still ringing! “Glory to God!” all heav’n and earth reply! 
Glory to God! The King is born tonight! 
 

Run, shepherds, run and hurry to Bethlehem! Run, see the Baby lying in a manger. 
Run, shepherds, run and hurry to Bethlehem! Born today is Christ the Lord! 
 

Run, shepherds, run and hurry to Bethlehem! Run, see the Baby lying in a manger. 
Run, shepherds, run and hurry to Bethlehem! Born today is Christ the Lord! 
 

“Glory to God!” Hear the shepherds singing, “Glory to God!” 
The angels’ song still ringing! “Glory to God!” and peace to all the earth. 
Glory to God! Proclaim the Savior’s birth! 
 

Run, shepherds, run and hurry to Bethlehem! Run, see the Baby lying in a manger. 
Run, shepherds, run and hurry to Bethlehem! Born today is Christ the Lord! 
 

Run, shepherds, run and hurry to Bethlehem! Jesus is born this night!  
Run, shepherds, run! 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P:  The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P:  Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You caused Your only-begotten Son to 

be born of the blessed virgin Mary for our salvation. Bless our remembrance of 
that night, which shows the wonders of that sacred birth, that all who hear it 
may ponder and adore the mystery of His holy incarnation and may joyfully 
partake in His divine grace unto life eternal; through the same Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.    

C:   Amen. 
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Carol of Preparation            O Come, All Ye Faithful     LSB 379 sts. 1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession of Sins 

P: Your prayer has been answered.  Jesus has indeed come to set us free from our 
sins.  So on this evening as we praise the Father for sending His Son, we are 
bold and confident to approach the Lord, admitting our sin, and clinging to 
His forgiveness…. Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners 
confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have 
sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for 
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to 
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Absolution (Forgiveness) 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.        C:   Amen. 

Carol of Response               O Come, All Ye Faithful       LSB 379 st. 3 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Christmas Gospel          Matthew 1:18-25 (ESV) 

    from LSB 933 st. 1 

 

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her 
to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 

C: 

P: 
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to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She 
will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.”  

22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  
24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he 

took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his 
name Jesus. 

    from LSB 933 st. 1 

 
 

 

Hymn of the Day    Away in a Manger                   LSB 364 

 

 

 

 

P: 

C: 
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Versicles          Isaiah 9:2a; John 1:15; Isaiah 9:2b; John 1:14b, Isaiah 9:6; John 1:14 

P: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 
C: The light shines in the darkness,  but the darkness has not understood it. 
P: On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
C: We have seen His glory,  the glory of the one and only Son  
 who came from the Father. 
P: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C: In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

Children’s Message  (6PM) 

Sermon      The Birthday of Jesus Theologygram - Gospel of the Standard Nativity Play              

Balaam’s Donkey—Numbers 22   (Summary from Teach Us the Bible) 

Balak, the king of Moab, had a 
problem. The Israelites were being 
led into the promised land by God 
and were commanded by God to 
destroy all of the current residents of 
that land. They had just finished their 
task of wiping out the Amorites and 
the Moabites were next. 

The people of Moab were terrified because there were so many Israelites. In fact, 
Moab was filled with panic because of the people of Israel. 

King Balak made a plan: he would pay Balaam to put a curse on the Israelites.  

Balaam was a magician, a false prophet. He was not one of God's chosen people 
(Israelites), nor was he a believer. He put curses on people for money. But God did 
speak to Balaam, trying to lead him towards the true Way. Balaam wasn’t 
interested in listening though. 
  

Old Testament 
Donkey 
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King Balak asked for Balaam to come meet him. Balaam rode a donkey to go meet 
Balak. An angel of the Lord appeared to the donkey on his way—three times. Each 
time the donkey saw the angel and tried to turn away. She knew the Lord was 
against Balak. Each time the donkey turned away, Balaam beat the donkey to try to 
keep her moving forward. After the third time, the Lord opened the donkey's 
mouth and she talked to Balaam. The donkey said to Balaam, “What have I done to 
you? Why did you hit me those three times?” 

At that same time, God made Balaam see the angel. Balaam repented, and God sent 
him to King Balak—just like Balak had wanted. But when Balak asked the magician 
to curse the Israelites, and even though Balaam still wanted to curse the Israelites, 
God would not let him. Instead, God made Balaam bless the Israelites. 

The Village’s Donkey—Matthew 21:1-11  (English Standard Version) 

1Now when they drew near to 
Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to 
the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent 
two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go 
into the village in front of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey 
tied, and a colt with her. Untie them 
and bring them to me. 3If anyone says 
anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at 
once.” 4This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

5“Say to the daughter of Zion, 
‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 
 humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
 and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7They brought the 
donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8Most of the 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and 
spread them on the road. 9And the crowds that went before him and that followed 
him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10And when he entered Jerusalem, the 
whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11And the crowds said, “This is the 
prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 

New Testament 
Donkey 
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Offering & Carols 

 

Hark! The Herald Angeles Sing       LSB 380 
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Infant Holy, Infant Lowly        LSB 393 

 

 

 

 

Prayers  We offer our thanks to God for His blessings and that we can return thanks with our 
offerings.  We also lift up our prayers to God for immediate thanksgivings and needs. 

 Pastor prays then leads into this printed prayer. . . 

Almighty and everlasting God, You caused Your only-begotten Son to be born of 
the blessed virgin Mary for our salvation. Bless our keeping of this Christmastide, 
remembering the wonders of that sacred birth, so that we may ponder and adore 
the mystery of His holy incarnation and may joyfully partake in His divine grace 
unto life eternal; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   C:   Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 



14 

Lighting of the Candles 
(The Pastor lights the candles of the people at the center aisle who will pass the flame to the 
others in the row.  Please turn the unlit candle sideways to receive the light; do not turn lit candles 
on their side.  When all have received the light, the service continues with the liturgy.) 
 

P: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,  
C:   the light no darkness can overcome. 
P:  Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,  
C:   and the day is almost over. 
P:  Let Your light scatter the darkness  
C:   and illumine Your Church. 

Closing Hymn               Silent Night, Holy Night                     LSB 363, sts. 1-2 
1 Silent night, holy night!  

All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

2 Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born!

Benediction                                                     based on Micah 5:2-5a 

P: Jesus now stands and shepherds his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
  And you, His flock, dwell secure in Him,  
  for now He is great to the ends of the earth.  And He is your peace. 
  The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
  bless you and always watch over you.     
C:   Amen. 
 

Silent Night, Holy Night                 LSB 363, st. 3 

3 Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.  

 

Announcements 
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Worship Service 
 

On Sunday, December 29 
 

there will only be 
 

 ONE worship service  
 

at 10:00 a.m. 
 

with fellowship following. 

http://www.teachusthebible.com/
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Thank You for Beautifying our Worship Areas with Poinsettias 
 

Norman Balliet – to the glory of God; 

Joan Blasko – (2 plants) in memory of parents Elizabeth & Edward Yarusinsky and 

 to the glory of God; 

Paul & Susan Boardman – to honor Julia our granddaughter; 

Sheila & Stephanie Bunnell – (2 plants) to the glory of God; 

Matt & Michelle Chudy – (2 plants) in memory of Paul Myrdal; 

Ralph & Donna Danielsen – in memory of their parents; 

Jim Franz – (2 plants) in memory of his father, mother, sister, brother & grandparents; 

Steve & Jann Freehling – to the glory of God; 

Sue Frendreis – (2 plants) In memory of Michael Frendreis; 

Paul & Linda Groh – (2 plants) in appreciation of family; 

John & Karen Kozlik – (2 plants) to the glory of God; 

Maria Kube – (3 plants) in memory of Maria’s parents Max & Ivanka Kopac,  

Cal’s parents Edwin & Beulah Kube, and husband Calvin;  

Tim & Linda Moran – In memory of Linda’s mother Evelyn Kovac; 

Bill & Lynda Oesterreich – to the glory of God; 

Eugenie Onepre – to the glory of God; 

Rasmussen, Souza, & Kazarian Families – (3 plants) in memory of William,  

Alice and Mark Souza, Arthur & Evelyn Rasmussen, Grace Gibson; 

David & Cheryl Ross – (4 plants) in memory of Gordon & Carol Gillings and  

George & Jean Ross; 

Tom & Marilyn Robinson – (2 plants) in memory of their parents; 

Muriel & Sue Schmidtke – (2 plants) in memory of Ted & Steven Schmidtke; 

Wendell Weger & Grandchildren – in memory of Norma Sehr; 

Ted & Margie Tatgenhorst – In memory of parents Erna, Ted, Ruth & Richard; 

Dawn Werfelmann – (2 plants) to the glory of God; 

Paul Werfelmann – In memory of Paul & Bonnie Werfelmann; 

Ziegler Family – to the glory of God 


