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The BIG Buzz 

Information for 

the weekly  

Buzz  

is due in the  

office by 9 AM  

Thursday. 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 
The beginning of a new year is a wonderful time to reflect and reset. As I 
reflect on 2019, I am filled with gratitude for the opportunity to serve as 

president of this congregation. At Bethel we are blessed with a dedicated 
pastor, incredible staff, talented leaders and welcoming congregation. I am 
grateful for each one of you and the special role that you have in our 
church family.  

 
One of my favorite parts of this year at Bethel was participating in the 
Spiritual Gifts Discovery (SGD) and learning more about the different gifts 
that God has given us through the corresponding sermon series. My top 
three gifts are: Encouragement, Faith and Leadership. What are yours?  

It is exciting to see how spiritual gifts conversation is becoming a part of 
our culture and helping us better serve the church and community. If you 
have not taken the SGD or if you have and want to learn more about how 
to use your gifts, please connect with Katrina Johns.  

   

At the monthly Council meetings, we’ve started a new tradition of 
beginning each meeting by sharing “mission moments.” Mission moments 
are ways that we see Bethel’s mission making an impact; we also share how 
these relate to our strategic initiatives (discipleship, care in community and 
intentional spiritual outreach). I am always amazed to hear how God is 
using this congregation for His good work. 

 

Learning the ropes of this position has been both challenging and 
rewarding. Thank you for your support and encouragement along the way. 
I am excited to use what I have learned to be a better servant as I begin my 
second year as president. As always, please feel free to reach out to me with 
your questions, concerns and ideas. I look forward to a blessed year with 
you here at Bethel!  

 

In Jesus,  
 

Elizabeth Blasko 

Elizabeth Blasko 

Bethel President  
president@BethelGurnee.org 
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Preschool Newsletter... 

Happy New Year from Bethel Preschool!!!  We had 

a wonderful end of the year Christmas celebration 

with the preschoolers and their families. We 

began the celebration with our devotion. The 

children loved listening to Pastor Squires and 

singing all of the beautiful Christmas songs they 

had learned during December.  We then had a 

cookie party in the Fellowship Hall to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday.  It is a wonderful way to end 2019.   

 

January is a favorite time of year at Bethel 

Preschool. Both classes start traveling class 

projects that always bring great joy to the 

children. The 3-Day Class takes turns bring home 

Felix the rabbit.  He travels to each of the 

children’s homes and writes 

about his adventures in a 

letter, which is then mailed 

back to the preschool.  It is 

very exciting to have Felix 

come visit your house!       

 

The 2-Day children take turns 

bringing home Carson the 

Snowman.  Carson starts out 

very plain, but as he travels 

from home to home items get 

added and he turns out to be 

a very unique and special snowman each year!  

We really enjoy these special projects each year.    
 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

Fri. January 10 – Vision and Hearing Screening 

Wed. January 15  - Bookmobile 

Mon. January 20 -  No School,  

     Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Wed. January 29 – Devotion with Pastor Squires 
 

SAVE THE DATE - Bethel Preschool’s annual 

rummage sale will be on Saturday, March 7.         

If you received a lot of wonderful new things for 

Christmas, start saving your unwanted gently 

used items for our big fundraiser event. 

New 
Members    

...to our Bethel family. 

 Veronica Marotta Tim and Linda Moran 
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What is 

Thrivent? 
 
They’re much more than 

insurance and financial 

services. They’re a              

not-for-profit membership 

organization of Christians. 

For more than 100 years, 

they’ve helped their members 

be wise with money and be 

good stewards of the gifts 

God has given them. 
Their mission is to help 

Christians be wise with 

money and live generously. 

To do that, they promise to 

guide you on your journey    

to being wise with money. 

There are three things that 

can move you forward on  

this journey, and they're   

here to show you how to 

navigate each one: 
 

·  Own your story. 
·  Practice wise financial  

 habits. 

·  Give of yourself. 
 

No matter where you are on 

this lifelong journey, Thrivent 

can guide you one step at a 

time so you can live a more 

content, confident and 

generous life. For even     

more information, please  

visit Thrivent.com or          

talk to Katrina Johns,  

Equipping Coordinator. 

     Generosity Expressions Series 

     January—February 2020 
 

 

This sermon and study series will help all of us explore how God has designed   

us to express generosity.  
 

Generosity Expressions helps us to see that there's not just one way to show 

generosity. Generosity shows up in five different expressions: monetary giving, 

hospitality, emotional-relational support, volunteering-service and gifts. But    

each of us has a unique combination of those expressions, so that one person's 

generosity doesn't look the same as another.    
 

But I think you'd agree: the Church, the community, our families, our friends,  

and ourselves need generosity shown in all five ways. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Generosity Expressions™ Profile   
 

We need as many people as possible to complete this by February 2. 
 

As a tool for this series, The Generosity 

Expressions™ Profile is a short online 

assessment experience for Christians that 

provides a broader picture of their own 

generosity through the five major expressions. 

This will give you helpful insights about   

yourself, but it will also help us create an 

anonymous report about what Bethel's 

generosity looks like. We need as many of you 

to complete this brief assessment as possible.  
 

Go to:   www.bethelgurnee.org/generosity   
 

(NOTE: It asks for your name and email ONLY to provide you with your 

individual results. The congregation will only have access to anonymous data). 
 

Sunday Series Schedule  
(Sermons & Sunday AM Adult Bible Study) 
 

January 19 - Introduction to Series / Encouragement about Online Assessment 

January 26 - Volunteering / Service 

February 2 - Hospitality 

February 9 - Monetary Support 

February 16 - Gifts 

February 23 - Emotional/Relational Support 

mailto:www.bethelgurnee.org/generosity


 Page 4 

C.O.O.L. Food of the Month  

Peanut Butter 
Place non-perishable items in the box in the sanctuary hallway. 

Equipping Moms 

If you are a mom of a 'tween or 'teen-aged student, 
join us every Wednesday evening at 6:15 p.m. while 
FEET and Confirmation are in-session. Use this time to 
seek solace with other moms, learn ways to connect 
with your student during times of teen-angst, and how 
to keep seeking God's Will for you and your family. 
Any questions? Please contact Equipping Coordinator, 
Katrina Johns.   

 

Altar Flowers 2020  
Sign Up               

The new flower sign up sheets are up for 
2020,  the latest you can sign up for a date 

is one week before. The vases of fresh flowers placed 
on the altar every week are made possible by Bethel 
Members who sign up on the flower chart calendar 
(located on the wall to the right of Pastor's 
office). Church members may share birthdays, 
anniversaries, or remember loved ones through the 
gift of altar flowers.  We ask a minimum donation of 
$25 for each floral arrangement. Please place the 
donation in the collection plate, and clearly mark the 
envelope “Altar Flowers” or give donation to the office. 
After 2nd service you may take your flowers home to 
enjoy or leave them and the Altar Guild will give them 
to Kathy Schwartz to take to shut-ins for their 
enjoyment. 

 

New Year  
and  

New Church Envelopes   
 

Each year when we get new envelopes every family is 
assigned a new envelope number. So when using your 
2020 envelopes, please put your name and the amount 
of your giving on the envelope. This makes our 
financial secretary’s job easier. If you have not picked 
up your 2020 envelopes, they can be found in the back 
of church on Sunday or outside the church office 
during the week. 

  

Stamps 
  

Since 1997 Lutheran Women in Mission across 
the Northern Illinois District have been 
clipping, sorting and sending in cancelled 
postage stamps. You can, too. Just put your 
trimmed cancelled postage stamps in the 
container on the backside of the hub or bring 
them to any NID LWML event. Then, we send 
them to auction in batches for sale by weight to 
collectors and club auctions. 90% of the money 
raised goes towards our mission grants. Cut ¼ 
inch around the stamp and keep the stamp on 
the envelope. We can use foreign stamps, 
commemorative stamps, stamp collections, 
post cards and all U.S.A. stamps. 

 

 

Eyeglasses 
 

LWML is also collecting 
prescription eyeglasses, reading glasses and 
sunglasses. These are donated to most 
Ministries who take them on mission trips 
where eye clinics are held.  At our zone LWML 
meetings we have sewn eyeglass cases to send 
along with these.  If you have any glasses or old 
cases put them in the LWML mailbox in the 
workroom.   

 
Card Ministry 

 

Our Care Committee sends 
greeting cards to members in 
the congregation. You can 
donate cards or stamps for the cause. Place 
those in the Care Committee mailbox in the 
workroom. If you make cards contact Kathy 
(kathyschwartz123@gmail.com) as there are 
baptism and confirmation cards that we make.   

mailto:kathyschwartz123@gmail.com
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Office Manager Lisa Schwarz 
to Pursue New Venture 

Trusted Staff member will end her time at Bethel at end of January .   
 

After 7 and a half years with Bethel, Office Manager Lisa Schwarz has 
decided she wants to try something different, pursue a new venture.        
She will end her time on staff at the end of January. 
 
Of course we will be praying for her in her next endeavor, but this is a tough one, I'll be honest. 
Lisa has the 3rd longest tenure at Bethel, after Preschool Director Donna Stutzman and me. Lisa has 
become very accomplished at her role, taken on additional responsibility as Office Manager, and is 
a trusted part of our ministry. I have come to rely on her--not only for producing bulletins, the 
Buzz, and the Big Buzz--but also for her way of encouraging all who come to the office, embracing 
new challenges to serve our community, and assisting Equipping Coordinator Katrina Johns and me 
so that we are able to focus on our ministry roles. 
 
Lisa is also the one who inspired us to change our Fall Preschool event, making it "Fall Fest" with 
the original chili cookoff and a fun evening to support the Preschool among the wider congregation 
and community. 
 
I will be preparing a position description and posting it after January 6 for formal applications. 
While not finalized, it may be a 30-hour a week position, combining the Office Manager role with 
the vacant Property Coordinator position.  
 
May God grant us encouragement and endurance in the days ahead as we see where He is leading 
us as a congregation--and what He has in store for us as a staff team. 
 
In Jesus,   
Pastor Squires  

Quarterly 

Sign Up 

 

Would you like to receive the LWML 
Quarterly in 2020?   

 

The cost is $5 for 4 issues.  The sign up sheet 
and a sample of the current issue is on the 
Hub.  Deadline for turning in our order and 
payment is March 1st.  Give the $ to Kathy 
Schwartz  or LWML mailbox in the 
office.  Contact Kathy (224-575-2678) if you 

 

 
 
 
 

Mark your calendar for our Quarterly 
Voter's Meeting on Sunday, January 19th 
after the 10:45 a.m. church service. This 
meeting will focus mainly on the 2019 
year end finances, leadership position 
approvals and looking ahead. Your voice is 
very important to Bethel and the mission 
to which God has given us, thank you in 
advance for your participation!   
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To: 

The BIG BUZZ        October  2012  

Church office hours 

 

Monday  

9:00 am - 3 pm  

Tuesday/Thursday  

11 am—3 pm 

Friday 

9 am—12 pm 

Please call to see if  

someone will be  

in the office. 
 

Pastor & Katrina’s 

 weekly hours  

are posted outside  

their office door. 

Bethel Lutheran Church 

5110 Grand Ave. 

Gurnee, IL  60031 

Sundays at 8:00 a.m. 

and 10:45 a.m.  
 

Holy Communion:  

1st, 3rd, & 5th 

Sundays  


