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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
Sunday 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist, David Ziegler - Handbell Director 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord 
blesses you as he has blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people 
find the right place for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission.  We’d love 
to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a moment to complete an 
attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This card 
will help us connect with you. 

NURSERY   
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, 
the nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the 
gym, the nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

SERVING TODAY  

 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
Stoltzman & Billings families for March Birthdays 

Stutzman family in celebration of parent’s anniversary (3/4) 
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SERVICE OF PRAYER & PREACHING 
Adapted from the Lutheran Service Book, this order of worship focuses our attention on prayer— 

a conversation with God.  We receive His Word, speak those words back to Him,  
and present our thanksgivings, joys, and requests at His feet in the Name of Jesus. 

Opening Psalm for Meditation                Psalm 32:1-5  
1Blessèd is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
2Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, 
 and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
3For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 
4For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
 my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 
5I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
 and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.          

Silent Prayer and Opening Prayer from Pastor 

Confession and Absolution 

P: God’s strong name is our help, 
C: the same God who made heaven and earth.                   Psalm 124:8 
P: If you kept a record of our sins, O Lord, no one could survive. 
C: But you forgive us, and so we worship you.                 Psalm 130:3-4 

P: We have come together today to hear God’s Word, pray to Him and praise Him, 
and receive the gifts of His forgiveness.  So let us first admit that we’re not 
worthy of His love.  Let us confess to God and confess to each other that we’ve 
sinned.  We are sinners in what we think, what we do, what we don’t do, and 
there’s no way out of this by our own actions.  All we can do as God’s people is to 
seek His mercy and forgiveness that comes to us through Jesus Christ.  

C: O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.                        Luke 18:13 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, 
I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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Opening Hymn  The Gifts Christ Freely Gives   LSB 602 sts. 1–3, 5 

 

 
Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Invocation  

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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Opening Sentences 

P: This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
P: From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C: the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
P: Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 
C: I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God  
 than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
P: Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 
C: Teach me Your paths. 
P: Sanctify us in Your truth. 
C: Your Word is truth. 
P: From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C: the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

P: The Lord be with you.    
C:   And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and 

brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that 
following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward 
the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Anthem  His Grace Will Lead Us Through              Adult Choir 

• Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

Though the trials come, though the road seems long, it is in the valley His arms are strong. 
When we lean on Jesus in all that we do. 

Chorus 
His grace will lead us through! His grace is sufficient; He’s merciful and true. 
Till all have heard, we will stand on His Word! 
His grace will lead us through, God’s grace will lead us through. 
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Come with grateful hearts to the throne of grace and see our Savior face to face! 
Our help through the ages; our hope to come; Chorus 
 
O grace, grace, God’s grace, Grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 
O grace, grace, infinite grace. Grace that is greater than all our sin. Chorus 

Old Testament Canticle (sung three times)    from LSB # 261 

 

 

Psalm Reading               Psalm 32:6-11(ESV) 
6Therefore let everyone who is godly 
 offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; 
surely in the rush of great waters, 
 they shall not reach him. 
7You are a hiding place for me; 
 you preserve me from trouble; 
 you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
8I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 
 I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 
9Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 
 which must be curbed with bit and bridle, 
 or it will not stay near you. 
10Many are the sorrows of the wicked, 
 but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD. 
11Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous, 
 and shout for joy, all you upright in heart! 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.      
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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New Testament         Romans 5:12–19 (ESV) 
12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through 

sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13for sin indeed was in the 
world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14Yet 
death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the 
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 

15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s 
trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one 
man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16And the free gift is not like the result of that 
one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but 
the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 17If, because of one 
man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who 
receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life 
through the one man Jesus Christ. 

18Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19For as by the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many 
will be made righteous. 
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.      
C:   Thanks be to God.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgements 
This service is based on Service of Prayer & Preaching in Lutheran Service Book,  

arranged by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires. 
Elements from LSB used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,  

copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Song of Praise   Good, Good Father 

 



9 

 

Holy Gospel               Matthew 4:1–11(ESV) 
1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

devil. 2And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3And the tempter 
came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become 
loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written, 

‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
        but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

5Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 
6and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’  and 
‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

 lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written,  

‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9And he said to him, “All these I will give you, 
if you will fall down and worship me.” 10Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For 
it is written,   ‘You shall worship the Lord your God 
   and him only shall you serve.’” 

11Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C:   Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Responsory 

P: Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C: Lord, I love to be in Your house, the place where Your glory dwells. 
P: Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C: Lord, I love to be in Your house, the place where Your glory dwells. 
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C: Lord, I love to be in Your house, the place where Your glory dwells. 
 

Confession of Faith            Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Day:   O Christ, You Walked the Road     LSB 424 
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Sermon “The Ground: Jesus Went Through the Wilderness”  

Collect & Matthew 4:1-11 

Address O Lord God, 

Ground You led Your ancient people through the 

wilderness and brought them to the promised land. 
 

Request Guide the people of Your Church 

 
 that following our Savior we may walk through the 
 wilderness of this world toward the glory of the 

world to come 

 through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

 

Offertory          We Give Thee But Thine Own             LSB 781 sts. 1–2 

 

 

Result 

Closing 
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Prayers 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     

All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 

• Pastor distributes the bread, and the 
Elders distribute the wine—with individual 
cups or common cup.  The individual trays 
also contain alcohol-removed wine in the 
center of each tray in the purple cups. 

• Each side will be ushered from the center 
aisle to the communion rail, row by row, 
starting with the front.   

• Go to the rail on your side of the 
sanctuary, filling in starting with the 
outside wall towards the center.   

• Once you have received the elements, you 
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
P: The Lord be with you.  
C:   And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.      
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P: We pray: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life 
as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully 
to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus (Holy)                            LSB 507, st. 2 

    

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
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Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)                                     LSB 434, st. 1 

 

 

 

 

First Distribution Hymn       Jesus, Refuge of the Weary              LSB 423 
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Second Distribution Hymn    Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior    LSB 619 

 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    

C:   Amen. 
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Pastor’s Charge 

P: In response to the forgiveness that you have received through Christ: Go forth 
into the world in peace—the peace of your forgiveness in the cross. Be of 
good courage. Hold fast to that which is good—the love of God. Render to no 
one evil for evil. Strengthen the faint hearted. Support the weak. Help the 
afflicted. Honor all God’s children. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power 
of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

Benediction 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn  Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken  LSB 521 sts. 1, 4, 6 

 

 

 

 

Announcements  


