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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist, David Ziegler - Handbell Director 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord 
blesses you as he has blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people 
find the right place for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission.  We’d 
love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a moment to complete 
an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

NURSERY   
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, 
the nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the 
gym, the nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym. 
 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

SERVING TODAY  
Elder: Mike Bandman   Asst Elder: JJ Jones 

Ushers: Don Heidlauf, OPEN 
Acolytes: Kate Kruse 

Lay Readers: Al Dierks, Jude Squires 
Greeters: Faitsch Family 
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“Slow Lent” Series Overview 

The Way of the Heart 

Connecting with God through Prayer, Wisdom and Silence 

by Henri J.M. Nouwen 

 In this short but profound book, published in 1981, Henri turns to 

the spirituality of the Desert Fathers to show his readers a spiritual 

path away from the noise, busyness and consumerism of modern 

life toward a life centered in God. He divides this path into three 

disciplines: solitude, silence and prayer, the practice of which leads the individual 

from preoccupation with the superficiality of ordinary existence into the depth of life 

devoted to God. Portions of this series are also inspired by Nouwen’s Making All 

Things New (copies available at Bethel). 
 

LENT PROPHETS 
This service draws from the selected readings for the weeks of Lent,  

Old Testament prophets who call God’s people to repent of their sins and seek His forgiveness.  

Entrance Words and Invocation                           based on Joel 2:12-13,15-17 
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen! 
P: Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 
  gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; 
  assemble the elders; gather the children. 
C: We are gathered. 
 Where is our God? 
P: The LORD declares to you,  
  “Yet even now, return to me with all your heart, 
  with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
  and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
C: Will He spare us? 
P: Return to the LORD, your God, 
  for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 
C: He has sent this blessing upon us. Amen. 
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Opening Hymn   Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence LSB 621 

 

 

 

 

Confession of Sin and Absolution            based on Ezekiel 33:7,10-11,14,16 and Isaiah 12:1-2 

P: The LORD said to His servant Ezekiel,  
  “I have made a watchman for the house of Israel.  
   Whenever you hear a word from my mouth,  
   you shall give them warning from me.” 
  Hear now today, you people of God, 
  His word of warning that still comes to us: 
  “I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die.’” 
C: Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us,  
 and we rot away because of them.  
 How then can we live? 
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P: It is true what you have said, but the Lord GOD declares to you: 
  “As I live, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked,  
   but that the wicked turn from his way and live.” 
  Turn back, repent, return to the Lord your God, 
  for with Him there is forgiveness and mercy and grace evermore. 
C: We turn back to You, O Lord;  
 we repent; we have returned to You, Our God. Amen. 
P: And the LORD declares,  
  “None of the sins that you have committed shall be remembered against you.  
    You have done what is just and right; you shall surely live.” 
  For the Lord grants you His righteousness; His new life is yours. 
  Therefore, as His called and ordained servant in Jesus Christ, 
  I forgive you all your sin  
  in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 I give thanks to You, O LORD, 
 even though You were angry with me, 
 Your anger turned away,  
 so that You might comfort me. 
 Behold, God is my salvation;  
 I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
 for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song,  
 and he has become my salvation. 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power 

defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil 
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading            Genesis 12:1–9 (ESV) 
1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 

father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will 
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his wife, 
and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the 
people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. 
When they came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the land to the place 
at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7Then 
the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he 
built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to 
the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west 
and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name 
of the LORD. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.      
C:   Thanks be to God.    

Psalm Reading                Psalm 121 (ESV) 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills. 
 From where does my help come? 
2My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
 3He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 
  4Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 
 6The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
  7The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.  
  8The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in 
   from this time forth and forevermore. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.      
C:   Thanks be to God.    
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Verse for the Gospel               Hebrews 12:2 

P: [O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 
C: the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
P: who for the joy that was set before him  
C: endured the cross,  
P: despising the shame, 
C: and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Holy Gospel        John 3:1–17 (ESV) 
1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This 

man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 
3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is 
old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus 
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I 
say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but 
you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into 
heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn of the Day  God Loved the World So That He Gave LSB 571 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

Sermon  “Slow Lent: The Deafening Silence of Nicodemus”  

John 3:1-17 

The word discipleship and the word discipline are the same word, 

which has always fascinated me….If we want to be disciples of Jesus, 

we have to live a disciplined life.  

By discipline, I do not mean control….[I]n the spiritual life, the 

word discipline means “the effort to create some space in which God 

can act.” Discipline means to prevent everything in your life from 

being filled up. Discipline means that somewhere you're not occupied, and certainly not 

preoccupied. In the spiritual life, discipline means to create that space in which 

something can happen that you hadn’t planned or counted on…. 

from Nouwen, “From Solitude to Community to Ministry”, Leadership Journal, Spring 1995. 

Creating an empty space where we can listen to God’s Spirit is not easy when we are 

putting all our energy into fighting distractions….We have, however, the words of 
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Scripture to which to pay attention. A psalm, a parable, a biblical story, 

a saying of Jesus, or a word of Paul, Peter, James, Jude, or John can help 

us focus our attention on God’s presence. Thus we deprive those “many 

other things” of their power over us. When we place words from the 

Scriptures in the center of our [silence], such words—whether a short 

expression, a few sentences, or a longer text—can function as the point 

to which we return when we have wandered off in different directions. They form a safe 

anchoring place in a stormy sea.  from Making All Things New   

 

Offering  

Offertory   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing       SB 686 sts. 1, 4 
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Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Confession of Faith         based on the Apostles’ Creed and Ezekiel 33:12-14 

P: In the 3rd Article of the Apostles’ Creed, we declare: 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
P: Hear this promise from the Lord: 
  “Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people.  
   And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves,  
   and raise you from your graves, O my people.  
   And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live.  
   Then you shall know that I am the LORD;  
   I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 
C: Amen, amen.  Yes, yes, it shall be so. 

Benedicamus Domino (“Let us bless, the Lord”) & Benediction (Blessing)  
                         based on Isaiah 12:3-6 

P: With joy you have drawn water from the wells of salvation, so say: 
C: Give thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, 
 make known his deeds among the peoples, 
 proclaim that his name be exalted. 
 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
 let this be made known in all the earth. 
 Shout, and sing for joy,  
 for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
  bless and preserve you  
C:   Amen.  
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Closing Hymn   There Is a Redeemer LSB 971 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
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zcenter services  
Sexual assault and abuse can happen 
anywhere and affect anyone. All ages, all 
races, all genders, all walks of life. Girls, 
boys, men and women. Zacharias Sexual 

Abuse Center, also known as ZCenter, is 
committed to providing free counseling and 
advocacy services to survivors of sexual 
abuse and assault, and non-offending loved 
ones. 

It takes courage to ask for help. But we are 
always here for you. If you or a loved one 
has been sexually abused or assaulted, we 
have supportive services to help you on 
your healing journey. 

SURVIVOR SERVICES 

24-Hour Support Line 

(847) 872-7799 

• Referral Services 
• Counseling 

– Adult Counseling (Individual or Group) 
– Children’s Counseling (Individual or Group) 
• Advocacy (Medical, Court) 
It takes courage to bring an often-avoided subject to the forefront of your 
community. Through awareness and education, ZCenter aims to mobilize a 

community, change a culture and end sexual violence. 

Gurnee Office:  
4275 Old Grand Ave 
Gurnee, IL 60031 
 (847) 244-1187 
Email: info@ZCenter.org 
 

http://zcenter.org/survivor-services/
mailto:info@ZCenter.org

