
After He rose from the dead, the Lord Jesus presented Himself alive to the apostles, 
“appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3).    
After 40 days, He ascended to the heavens. 40 days past Easter was Thursday, May 21, 

but we moved the celebration for our Sunday worship. 
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THE WORD OF GOD SERVICE 
This service celebrates the Word of God, using words from Paul’s letters to Timothy. 

Encouragement in the Time of a Pandemic 
All: We will get through this. 
 We will get through this together. 
 We will get through this by the grace and mercy of God. 

Opening Hymn           See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph     LSB 494 sts. 1, 3, 5 
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Invocation and Greeting 
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.     1 Tim. 1:2b 
C: And also with you. 

The Word of God 
P: In worship, we become acquainted with the sacred writings,  
C: which are able to make us wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  
P: All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,  
  for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,  
C: so that we may be equipped for every good work.  Amen.           2 Tim. 3:15-16 

Confession of Sin 
P: The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance:   
C: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.    1 Tim. 1:15 
P: For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men: 
C: Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all.                 1 Tim. 2:5-6 

Silence for meditation on our need for Christ’s forgiveness.   

Absolution (Forgiveness)            1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Tim. 1:9-10; 2 Tim. 2:21 
P: God our Savior desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 

truth.  He saved you and called you to a holy calling, not because of your works 
but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave you in Christ Jesus 
before the ages began, and which now has been manifested through the 
appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the Gospel.  You have been cleansed of your sin, set 
apart as holy, useful to our Lord, and ready for every good work in the Name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   C:   Amen. 

 
Children’s Message about the Christ Candle 

The Christ Candle was lit on Good Friday, remaining lit through the dark 
days of crucifixion and burial of Christ, reminding us that death was not 
victorious. The Christ Candle continued to burn on Easter Morning—the 
Day of Resurrection. We’ve lit the Christ Candle on the altar each week 
since in celebration of the same. But the Christ Candle is removed from the 
altar, as a reminder that Christ ascended into heaven and was hidden from 
the eyes of the disciples. They awaited His promise to send His Holy Spirit.  
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Ascension Refrain      Hail Thee, Festival Day                       LSB 489, ref-a 

 

 

Ascension Reading from the Gospel of Luke                       Luke 24:44–53 (ESV) 
44Then [Jesus] said to [His disciples], “These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and 
the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the 
promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power 
from on high.” 

50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 
them. 51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 
52And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were 
continually in the temple blessing God. 

Ascension Reading from the Book of Acts                 Acts 1:1–11 (ESV) 
1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 

teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself 
alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. 

4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now.” 

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or 



5 

seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said 
these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 
stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

P: This is the Word of the Lord   
C:   Thanks be to God.  

Ascension Refrain       Hail Thee, Festival Day                LSB 489, ref-a 

 

 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C:   And also with you. 

 Please share the peace of the Lord with any family members at home. 
 If you are on the Facebook Live page, please share the Lord’s peace in the comments. 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you.     
C:   And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and 
continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:   Amen. 
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Ascension Verses from 1 Timothy & Removal of the Christ Candle 
P: Jesus was revealed in the flesh,                  1 Timothy 3:16; liturgical verse based on Luke 24:49,53 
C: declared righteous in Spirit, 
P: seen by angels,     
C:   proclaimed among the nations, 
P: believed on in the world,    
C:   taken up in glory.  
P: Send us Your power from on high through Your Holy Spirit, 
C: So that we may go forth with joy,  
 proclaiming Your Name. Amen. 

Ascension Refrain       Hail Thee, Festival Day                LSB 489, ref-a 

 

 

Anthem                         What God Can Do!            Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you 

today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

When I see the sum in the morning on the flowers fresh with dew, 
I can feel the wonder of God’s great love and I see what He can do. 
When I hear the song of a sparrow and the wind that blows through the trees, 
All the sounds of God’s creation help to keep my heart at ease. 

There’s beauty all around me in every living thing. 
God’s miracles astound me, and they make my spirit sing. 
In the quiet shadows of evening when the day is almost through, 
I can look ahead to tomorrow for I’ve seen what God can do. 

This is my Father’s world.  He shines in all that’s fair. 
In flowers and trees, in skies and seas His love is everywhere. 

All the wonders of creation God has made for us to share. 
We can see His presence all around for His works are everywhere. 
In this gift of life which He gave us as we start each morning anew, 
We can feel His love grow within us and we see what God can do. 
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Hymn of the Day             I Love Your Kingdom, Lord      LSB 651 sts. 1, 3–5 

 

 
Sermon Text    Ephesians1:15–23(ESV) 

 15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 
love toward all the saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in 
my prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you 
a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of 
your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called 
you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the 
working of his great might 20that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in 
this age but also in the one to come. 22And he put all things under his feet and gave 
him as head over all things to the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Song of Praise  In My Life, Lord, Be Glorified 

 
Sermon         “O Lovers of God” 

Response         We Praise You, O God      LSB 785, sts. 1 & 3 
(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar) 
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Confession of Faith                       Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.— And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers 
P: Supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings  
  are to be made for all people, 

C:  thanking God whom we serve,  
P: as we remember others constantly in our prayers night and day. 
C: And praying for our leaders and all who are in high positions,  
 that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life,  
P: godly and dignified in every way.  
C: This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior.             1 Tim. 2:1-3; 2 Tim. 1:3 

(Pastor then offers the Prayers of the Church).       

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction  
P: There is stored up for you the crown of righteousness,  
  which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to you on the Last Day,  
  and not only to you but also to all who have longed for his appearing.  
  The Lord will rescue you from every evil deed and bring you safely into his 

heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever in the Name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.              2 Tim. 4:8,18  

C:   Amen. 
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Closing Hymn           I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light LSB 411     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Announcements 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
(UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE)  

Sunday 9:00 a.m. Livestream 
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist, David Ziegler - Handbell Director 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
Monte Stoltzman in celebration of his son Jake’s Birthday (5/23) 

and in loving memory of his wife Nancy 
 

Spring Clean Up Ideas! 
 

Here are some chores that need to be done around the Bethel 
grounds if someone would like to get out of the house for a while! 

(Contact Monte Stoltzman with questions) 
  

Trim bushes 

Police grounds 

Remove dead annuals, clip perennials 

Paint wooden playground equipment 

Paint southeast emergency door of fellowship hall 

Paint narthex entrance and sanctuary emergency doors 
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The Bulletin Box 

 

Pick up a printed Adult or Children’s bulletin 

from the bulletin box! We are printing 

copies of the bulletins and placing them in a 

box outside of the entrance doors near the 

office! Occasionally, we might have a few 

other surprises in there, too! 

 

GivePlus+ 
 

Online giving just got easier! GivePlus+, the automated giving program from 

LCEF (Lutheran Church Extension Fund), automatically withdraws your 

chosen amount from your checking account. Up until now, you have needed 

to make any changes or updates through our Financial Secretary, Joan 

Blasko. 

 

This new App lets you take control. So, whether you use this program already 

or would like to make your giving to Bethel an automatic withdrawal, contact 

the office at office@bethelgurnee.org and we will send you a copy of the easy 

to follow step by step guide. This is a great way to ensure that you maintain 

your habit of giving, can make special one-time gifts, or make changes to the 

regular amount depending on your financial situation. 


