
 

 

 
 

5th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 5, 2020 

Guest Preacher - Pastor Ronald Weidler 
Pastor Weidler retired from Immanuel, Batavia, IL, in July 2016. He has agreed to 

serve as Bethel’s Interim Pastor during Pastor Squires’ Sabbatical this Fall. 
Guest Leaders – Bob Souza & David Ziegler, Elders 

 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone:  224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator 
Direct line: 224-908-0412 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 

ALL GOD’S PEOPLE SING 
This service is based on the Praise service in the hymn/songbook, All God’s People Sing. 
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Encouragement in the Time of a Pandemic 
All: We will get through this. 
 We will get through this together. 
 We will get through this by the grace and mercy of God. 

Words of Truth in the Time of National Lament & Repentance 

All: We will face this. 
 We will face this together. 
 We will face this by the grace and mercy of God. 

Opening Hymn      God of Our Fathers   LW 501 

 

The Sorrowful Saint 
Scott Erickson 
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Invocation  
L:  In the Name of God the Father: C: Praise to our creating God! 
L:  In the Name of His Son, Jesus: C: Praise to our redeeming God! 
L: In the Name of God the Spirit: C: Praise to our renewing God! 
L: Let us join our thankful voices, C:  Amen! Amen! Praise the Lord! 

Confession (based on Psalm 51)       
L:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your unfailing love; 
C: according to Your great compassion, wipe out our sin. 
L:  Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: have mercy on us. 
L: Create in me a pure heart, O God,  
C: and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
L:  Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: have mercy on us. 
L: O Lord, open my lips, 
C: and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
L:  Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: have mercy on us.  Amen. 

Absolution (based on Psalm 103) 
L: The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
      slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
  He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
  nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
  so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

  as far as the east is from the west, 
  so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
C: Amen.  Bless the Lord, O my soul!  Bless His Holy Name!  Amen. 
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Song of Praise    You Are My All in All 

 

Words of Praise 
L:  From all that dwell below the skies, Let the Creator’s praise arise; 
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
L:  Let the redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
L:  Eternal are Your mercies, Lord; Eternal truth attends Your Word; 
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
L:  Your praise shall sound from shore to shore, ’Til suns shall rise and set no more. 
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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L: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all our days. Be our 
strength and support amid the wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end 
grant us Your promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Old Testament Reading           Zechariah 9:9–12 (ESV) 
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, 
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
 and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
 and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea, 
 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

L: O Lord, have mercy on us.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

Epistle (New Testament Letter)         Romans 7:14–25a (ESV) 
14We know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15I do not 

understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now 
if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 17So now it is no longer I who 
do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my 
flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 19For I do not 
do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do 
not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 

21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight 
in the law of God, in my inner being, 23but I see in my members another law waging war 
against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my 
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members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25Thanks 
be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

L: O Lord, have mercy on us.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

Anthem                                 I Can Only Imagine   Adult Choir  
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for 

you today. Maintain this as meditative time.  

I can only imagine what it will be like 
When I walk, by Your side 
I can only imagine what my eyes will see 
When Your face is before me, I can only imagine, yeah 

Surrounded by Your glory What will my heart feel 
Will I dance for You Jesus Or in awe of You be still 
Will I stand in Your presence Or to my knees will I fall 
Will I sing hallelujah Will I be able to speak at all 
I can only imagine, I can only imagine 

I can only imagine when that day comes 
When I find myself standing in the Son 
I can only imagine when all I would do is forever 
Forever worship You, I can only imagine, I can only imagine 

Surrounded by Your glory What will my heart feel 
Will I dance for You, Jesus Or in awe be still 
Will I stand in Your presence Or to my knees will I fall 
Will I sing hallelujah Will I be able to speak at all 
I can only imagine, I can only imagine, yeah 

Surrounded by Your glory What will my heart feel 
Will I dance for You, Jesus Or in awe of You be still 
Will I stand in Your presence Or to my knees will I fall 
Will I sing hallelujah Will I be able to speak at all 
I can only imagine, I can only imagine, yeah 
 
I can only imagine yeah, yeah, I can only imagine 
I can only imagine, I can only imagine 
I can only imagine when all I will do  
Is forever, forever worship You, I can only imagine  
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Holy Gospel           Matthew 11:25–30 (ESV) 
25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 

you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to 
little children; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been 
handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and 
no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him. 28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

L: O Lord, have mercy on us.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn of the Day    Come unto Me, Ye Weary   LSB 684 
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Sermon – Pastor Ron Weidler  
  Matthew 11:25-30 – “The Great Invitation” 

Confession of Faith Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Praise for the Wisdom of God – a Gift to Us Through the Holy Spirit 
L: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 
C: The Lord is worthy of eternal praise. 
L: The wisdom of God transforms our “heart life.” 
C: The Lord is worthy of eternal praise. 
L: Lord, teach us to number our days, and live according to Your wisdom. 
C: The Lord is worthy of eternal praise. 
L: In Christ, we have received the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
C: The Lord is worthy of eternal praise. 
L: May the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in 

the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ. 

C: The Lord is worthy of eternal praise.  Amen. 
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Response      All People That on Earth Do Dwell       LSB 791 sts. 1, 5 

 

 

 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 
L: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 
L: The Lord bless us and keep us, the Lord make His face shine on us and be gracious 

to us. The Lord look upon us with favor and give us peace. 
C: Amen.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

10 

Closing Hymn               When Peace, like a River               LSB 763 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 

THE KOZLIK FAMILY IN CELEBRATION OF SASHA’S 6TH BIRTHDAY. 

THE NOVACEK FAMILY IN CELEBRATION OF JD’S 11TH BIRTHDAY. 
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Registration is now open for Bethels VBS alternative, Jesus is our Refuge 
and Strength, on July 18th (rain date 7/25).  We will be following the 
guidelines set forth for small gatherings in Phase 4.   

On Sunday, July 12th, activity bags can be picked up at the church. Included 
in the bags will be devotion cards, a rock craft project, a musical cd, and a 
piece of a mosaic art project. Children can work on the activities in this bag 
throughout that week and bring their completed mosaic piece to the in-person 
event on July 18th. Those pieces will be put together to make a large group 
mosaic art picture. 

On July 18th, children will meet in the church parking lot for socially 
distanced activities. From 10:00-11:00 am preschool through 4th grade will 
meet. Parents will need to stay at church for this activity time. From 11:00-
11:30am, lunch will be served for the youth helpers. From 11:30-1:00 pm 
there will be a youth (5th grade and up) activity. 

An email went out earlier this week with all the details and the link to 
register. If you did not receive the link please contact the Bethel office.  

We are still in need of volunteers for the day. We encourage the youth (6th 
grade and up) to help with the early morning activities for the younger kids. If 
you are available and interested in helping, please contact Susan Squires 
at susan@musicspectrum.org.   

In addition, we need shade! If you have a sunshade that you would be willing 
to let us borrow for the day, please contact Susan Squires at 
susan@musicspectrum.org, Katrina Johns at katrina.johns@bethelgurnee.org or 
Emily Schaefer at gemteach@aol.com. We would greatly appreciate the loan! 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
The VBS Planning Committee 
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Portals of Prayer for July-September 2020 
 

We have received copies of the new Portals of 
Prayer! There are copies in the Bulletin Box, 
however, if you would like a copy mailed to 
you please call the office at (847) 244-9647 or  
send an email to office@bethelgurnee.org with 
your name and address. 
 

 

GivePlus+ 
 

Online giving just got easier! GivePlus+, the automated giving program from 

LCEF (Lutheran Church Extension Fund), automatically withdraws your 

chosen amount from your checking account. Up until now, you have needed 

to make any changes or updates through our Financial Secretary, Joan 

Blasko. 

 

This new App lets you take control. So, whether you use this program already 

or would like to make your giving to Bethel an automatic withdrawal, contact 

the office at office@bethelgurnee.org and we will send you a copy of the easy 

to follow step by step guide. This is a great way to ensure that you maintain 

your habit of giving, can make special one-time gifts, or make changes to the 

regular amount depending on your financial situation. 

 


