My Word shall not return to Me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose.
Isaiah 55:11
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ALL GOD’S PEOPLE SING
This service is based on the Praise service in the hymn/songbook, All God’s People Sing.
Encouragement in the Time of a Pandemic
All: We will get through this.
We will get through this together.
We will get through this by the grace and mercy of God.
Words of Truth in the Time of National Lament & Repentance
All: We will face this.
We will face this together.
We will face this by the grace and mercy of God.

Opening Hymn

Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices

2

The Sorrowful Saint
Scott Erickson

LSB 811

Invocation
P: In the Name of God the Father:
P: In the Name of His Son, Jesus:
P: In the Name of God the Spirit:
P: Let us join our thankful voices,

C:
C:
C:
C:

Praise to our creating God!
Praise to our redeeming God!
Praise to our renewing God!
Amen! Amen! Praise the Lord!

Confession (based on Psalm 51)
P: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your unfailing love;
C: according to Your great compassion, wipe out our sin.
P: Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C: have mercy on us.
P: Create in me a pure heart, O God,
C: and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
P: Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C: have mercy on us.
P: O Lord, open my lips,
C: and my mouth will declare Your praise.
P: Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C: have mercy on us. Amen.
Absolution (based on Psalm 103)
P: The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
He does not deal with you according to your sins,
nor repay you according to your iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove your transgressions from you.
According to this Word from the Lord, and by the command of our Lord Jesus
Christ, I, a called and ordained servant of the Word, forgive you your sins in
the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Bless the Lord, O my soul! Bless His Holy Name! Amen.
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Song of the Day

Thy Word Is a Lamp

LSB 973

© 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company; admin. EMI . Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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Words of Praise
P: From all that dwell below the skies, Let the Creator’s praise arise;
C: Alleluia! Alleluia!
P: Let the redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue.
C: Alleluia! Alleluia!
P: Eternal are Your mercies, Lord; Eternal truth attends Your Word;
C: Alleluia! Alleluia!
P: Your praise shall sound from shore to shore, ’Til suns shall rise and set no more.
C: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest
them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting
life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 55:10–13 (ESV)
10[And the Lord said]: “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
12“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the LORD,
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm Reading
Psalm 33:4–11(ESV)
4For the word of the LORD is upright, and all his work is done in faithfulness.
5He loves righteousness and justice;
the earth is full of the steadfast love of the L ORD.
6By the word of the LORD the heavens were made,
and by the breath of his mouth all their host.
7He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; he puts the deeps in storehouses.
8Let all the earth fear the LORD;
let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him!
9For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.
10The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing;
he frustrates the plans of the peoples.
11The counsel of the LORD stands forever,
the plans of his heart to all generations.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Anthem

Jesus Is Lord of All

Adult Choir

 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for
you today. Maintain this as meditative time.
All my tomorrows, all my past, Jesus is Lord of all.
I’ve quit my struggle, contentment at last, Jesus is Lord of all.
King of kings, Lord of lords, Jesus is Lord of all;
All my possessions, and all my life, Jesus is Lord of all.
All of my conflicts, all my thoughts, Jesus is Lord of all.
His love wins the battles I could not have fought, Jesus is Lord of all.
King of kings, Lord of lords, Jesus is Lord of all;
All my possessions, and all my life, Jesus is Lord of all.
All of my longings, all my dreams, Jesus is Lord of all.
All of my failures His power redeems, Jesus is Lord of all.
King of kings, Lord of lords, Jesus is Lord of all;
All my possessions, and all my life, Jesus is Lord of all.
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Holy Gospel
Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 (ESV)
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great
crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole
crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A
sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the
birds came and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did
not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil,
6but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty. 9He who has ears, let him hear. . . .
18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has
been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20As for what was
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives
it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away.
22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the
cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves
unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word
and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in
another sixty, and in another thirty.”
P: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Hymn of the Day

Sermon

Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast

LSB 577

Isaiah 55:10-13 (Psalm 33:4-11)
“God, I Spoke Your Word the Other Day to Some People;
What Purpose Did You Accomplish with it?”

Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Praise for the Wisdom of God – a Gift to Us Through the Holy Spirit
P: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.
C: The Lord is worthy of eternal praise.
P: The wisdom of God transforms our “heart life.”
C: The Lord is worthy of eternal praise.
P: Lord, teach us to number our days, and live according to Your wisdom.
C: The Lord is worthy of eternal praise.
P: In Christ, we have received the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
C: The Lord is worthy of eternal praise.
P: May the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in
the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of Christ.
C: The Lord is worthy of eternal praise. Amen.
Offertory

We Give Thee But Thine Own

LSB 781 sts. 1–2

Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn

On What Has Now Been Sown

Announcements

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
THE STOLTZMAN FAMILY IN MEMORY OF NANCY’S BIRTHDAY
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JULY WORSHIP
SCHEDULE
July 12 - Livestream Worship 9AM
July 19 - Livestream Worship 9AM
Outdoor Communion & Fellowship - 10:30-11:30AM

July 26 - Livestream Worship - 9AM
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht – Organists
Ann Souza - Music Director
Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music
Accompanist
David Ziegler - Handbell Director
Contact the office is you have any
questions. If you would like to volunteer
to help with the outdoor events, please
contact the elders at
elders@bethelgurnee.org.
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Portals of Prayer for July-September 2020
We have received copies of the new Portals of
Prayer! There are copies in the Bulletin Box,
however, if you would like a copy mailed to
you please call the office at (847) 244-9647 or
send an email to office@bethelgurnee.org with
your name and address.

GivePlus+
Online giving just got easier! GivePlus+, the automated giving program from
LCEF (Lutheran Church Extension Fund), automatically withdraws your
chosen amount from your checking account. Up until now, you have needed
to make any changes or updates through our Financial Secretary, Joan
Blasko.
This new App lets you take control. So, whether you use this program already
or would like to make your giving to Bethel an automatic withdrawal, contact
the office at office@bethelgurnee.org and we will send you a copy of the easy
to follow step by step guide. This is a great way to ensure that you maintain
your habit of giving, can make special one-time gifts, or make changes to the
regular amount depending on your financial situation.
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