
 

 

 
 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Pastor Squires’ Final Worship Before Sabbatical 

August 30, 2020 

Welcome to the Rev. Ronald Weidler, Sabbatical Interim 
Pastor Weidler retired from Immanuel, Batavia, IL, in 2016, and now serves in many 
capacities in the Northern Illinois District of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 

Pastor Weidler and his wife, Jean, live in Batavia. 
 

Mt. Meeker  (13,916 ft.) 
 Rocky Mountain National Park, Allenspark, CO 

“Do Not Think I Am Setting Down the Cross;  
  I Am Only Going Away to the Wilderness to Speak to God” 
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BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone:  224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org    

Sabbatical Interim Pastor Ron Weidler  
Cell phone:  630-721-8830 or email: rweidler@sbcglobal.net   

Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator 
Direct line: 224-623-0800 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 

A LITURGY OF DOUBT AND HOPE 
Worship in a traditional order drawing on along with words of doubt and hope  

from Scripture, poets, and writers. 

Opening Hymn   O Day of Rest and Gladness                                   LSB 906 
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Invocation                        Jude 1-2,20-22,25 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ: 
  May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. 
C: To the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
 be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,  
 before all time and now and forever. Amen. 
P: We come to be built up in our most holy faith, 
  building one another up through the Word of God. 
  God the Father calls on us to have compassion on one another: 
C: “Have mercy on those who doubt.” 
P: God the Son calls on us to support one another  
  as we wait for His mercy that leads to eternal life: 
C:  Jesus is able to keep us from stumbling  
 and to present us blameless before the presence of his glory  
 with great joy. Amen. 

Confession of Sins                Based on “Emmanuel” by Aaron Niequist 
P: Can we just admit together that we’re not fine? 
C: Because I’m not fine, and you’re not fine. 
P: Can we just admit together that we’re afraid? 
C: Because I’m afraid, and you’re afraid. 
P: Can we just admit together that we have doubts? 
C: Because I have doubts, and you have doubts. 
P: Can we just admit together that we’re not free? 
C: Because I’m not free, and I want to be. 
P: If you’re not free, then call out to God with me: 
C: Emmanuel, 
 God with us today, 
 We humbly call out Your Name: 
 Emmanuel, 
 As near as our need, 
 As close as the air that we breathe, 
 Emmanuel. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
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P: Can we just admit together that we have failed? 
C: Because I have failed, and you have failed. 
P: Can we just admit that our hands aren’t clean? 
C: And our hearts aren’t clean, and they’ll never be. 
P: Until we’re freed, and mercy sings. 
C: Emmanuel, 
 God with us today, 
 We desperately cling to Your Name: 
 Emmanuel, 
 As near as our need, 
 As close as the air that we breathe. 
 Emmanuel. 
 Lord, have mercy. Amen. 

Absolution (Forgiveness)       Based on liturgy by Bernie Seter and “Emmanuel” by Aaron Niequist 
P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of 

sinners, which means He does not desire your death. But rather He calls you to 
turn from your wicked ways and find life in the life of Christ. He has had mercy 
upon you. He graciously forgives your sins through the death and resurrection 
of Your Lord Jesus Christ. He strengthens you by the power of the Holy Spirit to 
amend your sinful lives according to His will, and will keep you in His grace until 
that day when He will take you to be with Him for eternity. Therefore, as a called 
and ordained servant of the Word, in His stead and by His command, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 Emmanuel, 
 God with us today, 
 In thanksgiving we praise Your Name: 
 Emmanuel, 
 Who came near so we are freed, 
 As close as the Word that we hear. 
 Emmanuel. 
 The Lord has had mercy on us. 
P: Now we can admit together that we’ve failed, 
C: Because I am forgiven, and you are forgiven. 
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P: Now we can admit together that our hands aren’t clean, 
C: Because Jesus made me clean, and He made you clean. 
P: If you’re now free, then call out to God with me: 
C: Emmanuel, 
 God with us today, 
 In thanksgiving we praise Your Name: 
 Emmanuel. 
 The Lord has had mercy on us. Amen. 

Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of 

the cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and 
follow Him wherever He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Song of Prayer   Cares Chorus     
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Old Testament Reading           Jeremiah 15:15–21(ESV) 
[Jeremiah complains to God about the burden of being a prophet]: 

15“O LORD, you know; 
 remember me and visit me, 
 and take vengeance for me on my persecutors. 

  In your forbearance take me not away; 
  know that for your sake I bear reproach. 
16Your words were found, and I ate them, 
 and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, 
  for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. 
17I did not sit in the company of revelers, nor did I rejoice; 
 I sat alone, because your hand was upon me, 
  for you had filled me with indignation. 
   18Why is my pain unceasing, 
    my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? 
   Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail? 
19Therefore thus says the LORD: 

 “If you return, I will restore you,  
  and you shall stand before me. 
 If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 
  you shall be as my mouth. 
 They shall turn to you, 
  but you shall not turn to them. 
 20And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; 
 they will fight against you, 
  but they shall not prevail over you, 
   for I am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the LORD. 
  21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 
  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

. 
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Holy Gospel         Matthew 16:21–28(ESV) 
21From that time [after Peter declared that Jesus is the Christ] Jesus began to show his 

disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 
23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you 
are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 

24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me. 25For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world 
and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life? 27For the Son of Man is 
going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person 
according to what he has done. 28Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will 
not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 

Hymn of the Day  Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go   LSB 854; tune: 405 
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Sermon  “Do Not Think I Am Setting Down the Cross;  
   I Am Only Going Away to the Wilderness to Speak to God” 

Confession of Faith (adapted from the Apostles’ Creed)            First Nations Version 
Our Father and Creator, the One Above Us All,  
 made all things in the world above and the earth below. 

Jesus, his special born Son,  
 was fathered by the Holy Spirit  
 and was born into this world through a virgin named Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, a ruler of the Roman people,  
 who had him nailed to a tree pole, the cross, where he bled to death. 
He was buried and then went down to the world of the dead. 
On the third day he came back to life, never to die again. 
He returned to his Father in the world above  
 and sat down at his powerful right hand.  
One day he will return to this earth to make the final decision  
 about the eternity of the living and the dead. 
After he went to the world above,  
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to us from the Father,  
 to live in and through us. 
There is only one holy and world-wide group of believers in Jesus 
 —a Sacred Family called his Church.  
All of the Holy Spirit’s holy people sit together equally in this Family  
 and share his Sacred Food at his table. 
He has forgiven us and set us free from all of our broken ways,  
 and all who trust in him, even though they cross over to death,  
 will be brought back to life again,  
 to a life that will never end. Amen. 
 

 Acknowledgements 
This liturgy arranged and written by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires. © 2019. 

Portions adapted from Aaron Niequist’s songs and texts for A New Liturgy (Nos. 1, 2, & 3).  
© Aaron Niequist. www.anewliturgy.com 

“Absolution” adapted from LCMS World Relief Lenten Series, by Rev. Bernie Seter. 
“Confession of Faith” by Rainsong/First Nations Version. © 2013 Rain Ministries, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

 “Prayers of the Church” adapted from “Prayer [2]”, The Collected Poems of Langston Hughes. © 1994 Estate of L. Hughes. 
Portions used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,  

copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 Cover photo: “Mt. Meeker Morning”, Camp St. Malo, Allenpark, CO  © 2010 BiCS Pics 
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Prayers of the Church       based on Langston Hughes’ poem “Prayer [2]” 
P: Gather up 
  in the arms of your mercy 
C: The sick, the depraved 
 The desperate, the tired, 
P: All the scum 
  of our weary city. 
  Gather up 
C: In the arms of your mercy. 
P: Gather up 
C: In the arms of your love— 
P: Those who expect 
C: No love from above. 
P: For them—for us— 
C: We pray now.       Pastor then offers the Prayers of the Church 

Welcome & Installation of Pastor Ron Weidler as Sabbatical Interim 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  

 

 

 

 

 

* Jesus reached out to people considered 
by others to be “scum”. We reach out to 
all people. And we ourselves may even 
feel like “scum” sometimes.  

     But look at how God responds with love. 
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Communion Distribution 
Communion will be held in the Bethel Parking lot from 10:30am until 11:30am. 
Additional details on the communion process are available at the end of this bulletin. 

Preface              Based on “God’s Children” and “Changed” by Aaron Niequist 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: We come to the altar of God. Let us pray: 

 Father of the beaten down 
 Lover of the strong and proud 
 God of every class, from the greenest grass to the underpass 
 You’re the Maker of us all 
 Father of each citizen 
 Lover of each immigrant 
 God of everyone who has ever been an alien 
 You’re Creator of us all 
 Father of the most oppressed 
 Lover of the least impressed, 

C: Thank You for seeing our need, 
 Loving us, crying for us,  
 dying for us, rising for us,  
 feeding us, returning for us. 
P: We were all once aliens, 

 And we’re all so full of sin, 
 But in Jesus’ name we are welcomed in, as citizens, 
 A brand new family, old and young, 
 From every nation, faith, and tongue, 
 A new creation has begun. 

C: In Jesus’ name I’ve been changed, I’ve been filled, 
 I’ve been found, I’ve been freed, I’ve been saved! 
 In Jesus’ blood I’ve been loved, I’ve been cleansed, 
 And redeemed and released and rearranged. 
 In Jesus’ name we are changed, we are called, 
 We are chosen, adopted, and named! 
 In Jesus’ blood we are loved, we are healed, 
 We’re forgiven and free of our shame! 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution  

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C:   And also with you. 

 Please share the peace of the Lord with any family members at home. 
 If you are on the Facebook Live page, please share the Lord’s peace in the 

comments. 

Post-Communion Prayer  
P: Let us pray. Thank You, Jesus, for seeing our need, giving us Your body and blood 

for our forgiveness and salvation. Thank You for loving us, crying for us, dying 
for us, rising for us, feeding us, and one day returning for us. Keep us believing 
until that day. 

C:  Amen. 

Benediction (Blessing)        Colossians 1:19-20 
P: God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Jesus Christ, and through Him to 

reconcile to Himself all things, by making peace through His blood, shed on the 
cross. You are reconciled to God the Father, through the work of God the Son, 
and kept in this faith by God the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn     Christ Be My Leader     LSB 861 

 

 

 
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Announcements from the Sabbatical Team 

Anthem   Go Now In Peace    Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for 

you today. Maintain this as meditative time.  

Go now in peace, Never be afraid. 
God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 
Know He will guide you in all you do. 
Go now in love, and show you believe. 
Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
God will be there watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. Amen. 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
THE CONGREGATION IN CELEBRATION OF PASTOR SQUIRES SABBATICAL  

AND TO WELCOME PASTOR WEIDLER  
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SEPTEMBER  
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 
September 6 - Livestream Worship - 9AM 

September 13 - Livestream Worship - 9AM 
Intro to Pastor Weidler/Animate Practices10:15-11:15AM* 

Outdoor Communion & Fellowship 11:15 -Noon 

September 20 - Livestream Worship - 9AM 
Animate Practices: Prayer 10:15-11:15AM* 

September 27 - Livestream Worship - 9AM 
Animate Practices: Worship 10:15-11:15AM* 

Outdoor Communion & Fellowship 11:15 -Noon 

Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht – Organists 

 Ann Souza - Music Director  

Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist 

 David Ziegler - Handbell Director 

Contact the office is you have any questions about 
the schedule. If you would like to volunteer to help 
with the outdoor events, please contact the elders 
at elders@bethelgurnee.org. Contact DCE Katrina 
Johns at katrina.johns@bethelgurnee.org   with any 
questions on the Animate Practices Sessions. 

*All Animate Practices Sessions are via Zoom.   
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Outdoor Communion Tent 
  Sunday, August 30 10:30-11:30 A.M. 

Pastor, Communion Elders, Parking lot attendants and Ushers will wear masks 
and gloves and use sanitizer to clean off tables, trays, etc. 

Communion Distribution Process 
 A parking lot attendant will greet you when you enter the lot and ask if 

you are here for communion, outdoor fellowship, or both. 
 If communion only: 

o Please park in east spots. 
o Handicapped may pull into one of the curbside spots.  

 You can let attendant know if you would need communion. 
brought to your car by Pastor, using a tray to deliver it. The 
tray is wiped down after use. 

 If only outdoor fellowship or both, please park further down near the 
Gym 

 Spots for waiting will be marked on sidewalk. (Usher will help find spots 
to wait). 

 When you are invited, approach the Communion tent. Families may stay 
together. 

 Go to one of the tables under the Tent. 
 You will receive a communion liturgy card to follow. 
 Pastor will place a wafer in your hand. 
 An Elder will place individual communion cups on the table in front of 

you.  
o Please indicate if you desire alcohol removed wine. 

 Pastor & Elder will speak brief words of distribution as you take the 
bread and wine. 

 Put your cup in the container provided and then you may join the  
“outdoor fellowship” on the church lawn or return to your car to leave. 
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Bethel OUTDOOR Fellowship Hour 
Sunday, August 30 from 10:30-11:30 a.m. 

I thank my God every time I remember you. (Philippians 1:3) 

It is a great gift that we can gather online Sunday mornings for worship. Let 
us take the opportunity for those who feel comfortable to visit in person. 

Bethel will provide: 
 Hand sanitizer. 
 Access to the bathrooms. (Other areas of the building will not be available) 

You may bring: 
 A chair for yourself. 
 Your own coffee and/or food. 
 Dress comfortably. 
 You must wear a mask unless you are eating or drinking. 

Let’s be safe and thankful for the gift of each other, whether we visit online 
or in person!  
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Pastor Squires Sabbatical Car Parade! 
Sunday, August 30 from 11:30 A.M. until 12:30 P.M. 

 
Decorate your car, 

Make a sign, 
Honk your horn, 

Serenade, 
Let Pastor know we will miss him  

with a parade!!!! 
 
Pastor Squires will begin his three-month sabbatical on 
Tuesday. As he prepares to rejuvenate, re-energize, and rest 
up let's show him how much we will miss him with a parade! 
Here are the details: 

8/30/20 
11:30am-12:30pm 
Bethel Parking Lot 

When you enter the Bethel parking lot there will be cones 
and people to guide you through the lot and keep the car 
parade organized. If you have responded to the Bethel 
Sabbatical Poll you will be given either your sketchbook or a 
postcard with huddle details. Then you will pass by Pastor as 
he relaxes on the lawn next to the church! Let’s send him off 
in a fun and creative way! 
 
 


