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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
 THE SANDERS FAMILY IN CELEBRATION OF JOCELYN’S 11TH BIRTHDAY 

  JIM & DONNA GERKEN IN CELEBRATION OF THEIR 44TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
 

DIVINE SERVICE (BETHEL SETTING) 
This service is adapted from the Divine Services in Lutheran Service Book.   

 
Opening Hymn   Christ Be My Leader    LSB 861 

 

 

 
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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Invocation, Exhortation, and Confession of Sins 
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 
us forgiveness…Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: who made heaven and earth. 
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, 
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another 
that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,  
 and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
P: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and 
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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Absolution (Forgiveness) 
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.      C:   Amen. 

Thanksgiving Verse                    By Grace I’m Saved         LSB 566 st. 3 

 

 

 

 

Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy) 
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  
  and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  
  let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you.              
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the 

devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant 
that what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 

Anthem                          Alleluia! Fairest Morning! Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for 

you today. Maintain this as meditative time.  

Alleluia! Fairest morning! Fairer than our words can say! 
Down we lay the heavy burden Of life’s toil and care today; 
While this morn of joy and love Brings fresh vigor from above. 

In the gladness of God’s worship We will seek our joy today; 
It is then we learn the fulness Of the grace for which we pray; 
When the word of life is given, Like the Saviour’s voice from heaven. 

Let the day with Thee be ended, As with Thee it has begun; 
And Thy blessing, Lord, be granted, Till earth’s days and weeks are done; 
That at last Thy servants may Keep eternal Sabbath day. 

Old Testament Reading                                                        Genesis 50:15–21 (ESV) 
15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be 

that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they 
sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 
17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, 
because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the 
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His 
brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your 
servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As 
for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that 
many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide 
for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.     
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle (New Testament Letter)     Romans 14:1–12(ESV) 
1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over 

opinions. 2One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only 
vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the 
one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 
4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master 
that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all 
days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who 
observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of 
the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor 
of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us 
dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So 
then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ 
died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.     
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Song of Praise  You Are My King (Amazing Love) 

 
Holy Gospel           Matthew 18:21–35(ESV) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the18th chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?”  

22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven. 
23Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
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accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who 
owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him 
to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 
26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 
pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released 
him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found one 
of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to 
choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded 
with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put 
him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had 
taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their 
master all that had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, 
‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And 
should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And 
in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So 
also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother from your heart.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Confession of Faith   Nicene Creed  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible.—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.—And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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Hymn of the Day             “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” LSB 843; tune 857   

 Sermon                          Forgiven to Forgive                               Matthew 18:21-35  

Prayers 
P:   Lord, in your mercy. 
C:   Hear our prayer. 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  
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Communion Distribution 
Communion will be held in the Bethel Parking lot from 11:15am until 12:15pm. 
Additional details on the communion process are available at the end of this bulletin. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
P: The Lord be with you.  
C:   And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.      
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P: We pray: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave 
and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

C:  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C:   And also with you. 

 Please share the peace of the Lord with any family members at home. 
 If you are on the Facebook Live page, please share the Lord’s peace in the 

comments. 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
P: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 

loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that 
for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask 
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
Closing Hymn     Love in Christ Is Strong and Living   LSB 706 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

 

Announcements 
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SEPTEMBER  
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

September 13 - Livestream Worship - 9AM 
Pastor Weidler Intro/Animate Practices 10:15-11:00AM* 
Outdoor Communion & Fellowship 11:15AM -12:15PM 

September 20 - Livestream Worship - 9AM 
Animate Practices: Prayer 10:15-11:15AM* 

September 27 - Livestream Worship - 9AM 
Animate Practices: Worship 10:15-11:00AM* 

Outdoor Communion & Fellowship 11:15AM -12:15PM 

Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht – Organists 

 Ann Souza - Music Director  

Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist 

 David Ziegler - Handbell Director 

Contact the office if you have any questions about 
the schedule. If you would like to volunteer to help 
with the outdoor events, please contact the elders 
at elders@bethelgurnee.org. Contact DCE Katrina 
Johns at katrina.johns@bethelgurnee.org   with any 
questions on the Animate Practices Sessions. 

*All Animate Practices Sessions are via Zoom.   
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Outdoor Communion Tent 
  Sunday, Sept 13 11:15 A.M.-12:15 P.M. 

Pastor, Communion Elders, Parking lot attendants and Ushers will wear masks 
and gloves and use sanitizer to clean off tables, trays, etc. 

Communion Distribution Process 
 A parking lot attendant will greet you when you enter the lot and ask if 

you are here for communion, outdoor fellowship, or both. 
 If communion only: 

o Please park in east spots. 
o Handicapped may pull into one of the curbside spots.  

 You can let attendant know if you would need communion. 
brought to your car by Pastor, using a tray to deliver it. The 
tray is wiped down after use. 

 If only outdoor fellowship or both, please park further down near the 
Gym 

 Spots for waiting will be marked on sidewalk. (Usher will help find spots 
to wait). 

 When you are invited, approach the Communion tent. Families may stay 
together. 

 Go to one of the tables under the Tent. 
 You will receive a communion liturgy card to follow. 
 Pastor will place a wafer in your hand. 
 An Elder will place individual communion cups on the table in front of 

you.  
o Please indicate if you desire alcohol removed wine. 

 Pastor & Elder will speak brief words of distribution as you take the 
bread and wine. 

 Put your cup in the container provided and then you may join the  
“outdoor fellowship” on the church lawn or return to your car to leave. 
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Bethel OUTDOOR Fellowship Hour 
Sunday, sept 13 from 11:15 A.M.-12:15 P.M. 
I thank my God every time I remember you. (Philippians 1:3) 

It is a great gift that we can gather online Sunday mornings for worship. Let 
us take the opportunity for those who feel comfortable to visit in person. 

Bethel will provide: 
 Hand sanitizer. 
 Access to the bathrooms. (Other areas of the building will not be available) 

You may bring: 
 A chair for yourself. 
 Your own coffee and/or food. 
 Dress comfortably. 
 You must wear a mask unless you are eating or drinking. 

Let’s be safe and thankful for the gift of each other, whether we visit online 
or in person!  
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Sue’s SENSATIONAL 60 MILE RIDE TO 
BENEFIT COOL MINISTRIES! 

Bethel's Sue Bandman will be using her passion for cycling for a great cause! She will be 
collecting donations for one of Bethel's ministry partners, COOL Ministries! She will be 
looking to collect 60 Boxed Foods, 60 Canned Goods, 60 Pairs of Socks and 60 
Pairs of Gloves. To help her out you can drop your donations at Bethel Lutheran 
Church!  See the flyer below for details. 
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Portals of Prayer 
July-September 2020 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
We have received copies of the new Portals of Prayer! There 
are copies in the Bulletin Box, however, if you would like a 
copy mailed to you please call the office at (847) 244-9647 
or  send an email to office@bethelgurnee.org with your 
name and address. 
 
 


