
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 
October 4, 2020 

 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

Sabbatical Interim Pastor – Ron Weidler 
Cell Phone 630-721-8830 or email: rweidler@sbcglobal.net 

Pastor Ben Squires – On Sabbatical until after Thanksgiving 
Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator 

Cell Phone: 224-908-0412 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org 
Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 

 

THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS LITURGY 
A traditional order for worship celebrating the Spiritual Gifts  

that the Holy Spirit gives to His people for serving the Church and the world. 
 

The very Stone which the builders rejected 
has become the Head of the corner. 
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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
 CHRIS MASON & SUE WALKER IN MEMORY OF THEIR MOTHER CHRISTINE ROBERTS 

Opening Hymn      This Is the Day the Lord Has Made               LSB 903 sts. 1–2, 4–5 

 

 

 
Invocation (Based on the hymn “The Gifts Christ Freely Gives” LSB 602) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: The gifts Christ freely gives 
  He gives to you and me 
C: To be His Church, His bride, 
     His chosen, saved and free! 
P: Gifts flow from baptism 
  Where He calls us His own; 
C: There He forgives our sins 
 With water and His Word; 
P: The Triune God Himself 
      Gives you power to call Him Lord. 
C: Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution   
P: Lord, whose love through humble service 
  Bore the weight of human need, 
C: Who upon the cross, forsaken, 
 Offered mercy’s perfect deed, 
P: We, Your servants, bring the worship 
  Not of voice alone, but heart, 
C: Setting aside for Your purpose 
 Every gift that You impart. 
P:  But we confess unto You, Lord, all our sins and iniquities. We acknowledge how 

we have neglected the gifts You have given to us—our indifference to Your 
Word and our selfishness in not using our spiritual gifts to serve You and 
others, and so we confess before You in prayer: 

C:  Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have called me into the work of Your vineyard 
   and lavished upon me Your grace and all manner of spiritual and eternal gifts. Help 

me to live in humility and patience, to hope in Your pure grace and faithfulness, to 
abide in Your house, and to praise and magnify Your glorious grace forever; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

P: The gifts of grace and peace 
  From absolution flow; 
C: The pastor’s words are Christ’s 
 For us to trust and know. 
P: Forgiveness that we need 
      Is granted to us here; 
C: Blest words that give us life, 
     His words, let us now hear. 
P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen.  

 

 

 

 

(Based on the hymns “Lord, 
Whose Love through Humble 
Service” LSB 848 & “The Gifts 
Christ Freely Gives” LSB 602, 
along with collects from LSB) 
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Song of Praise                                 Cornerstone  
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Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: Let us pray.  Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who 

killed Him. Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the 
fullness of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Old Testament Reading                          Isaiah 5:1–7(ESV) 
1Let me sing for my beloved 
 my love song concerning his vineyard: 
  My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 
  2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; 
  he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
  and he looked for it to yield grapes, 
   but it yielded wild grapes. 
3And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, 
judge between me and my vineyard. 
 4What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in it? 

 When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 
5And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. 
 I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; 
 I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 
 6I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
  and briers and thorns shall grow up; 
 I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 
7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, 
and the men of Judah are his pleasant planting; 
 and he looked for justice, 
  but behold, bloodshed; 
 for righteousness, 
  but behold, an outcry! 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle (New Testament Letter)          Philippians 3:4b–14(ESV) 
If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 

5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; 
as to righteousness, under the law blameless. 7But whatever gain I had, I counted as 
loss for the sake of Christ. 8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the 
loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 
that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends 
on faith— 10that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11that by any means possible I may attain 
the resurrection from the dead. 

12Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Brothers, I do not 
consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
Holy Gospel           Matthew 21:33–46(ESV) 

33[Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted 
a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and 
leased it to tenants, and went into another country. 34When the season for fruit drew 
near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35And the tenants took his 
servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other 
servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. 37Finally he sent his son 
to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they 
said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ 
39And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40When 
therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They 
said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard 
to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 

42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
 “‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
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43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people producing its fruits. 44And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 

45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that 
he was speaking about them. 46And although they were seeking to arrest him, they 
feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet. 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn of the Day        Christ Is Our Cornerstone      LSB 912 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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Sermon   The Great Question About Evil     Matthew 21:33-46 

Confession of Faith from 1 Corinthians 12 & 1 Peter 4 
P: There are varieties of gifts,  
C: but the same Holy Spirit;  
P: and there are varieties of service,  
C: but the same Lord Jesus;  
P: and there are varieties of activities,  
C: but it is the same God the Father who empowers them all in everyone.  
P: To each disciple is given an expression of the Spirit 
C: for the common good.  
P: Just as the body is one and has many parts,  
C: All the members of the body of Christ are one body. 
P: As each of you has received spiritual gifts,  
C: may we use them to serve one another,  
P: as good stewards of God’s varied grace:  
  whoever speaks,  
C: speak as one who speaks the Word of God;  
P: whoever serves,  
C: as one who serves by the strength supplied by God 
P: in order that in everything  
C: God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.  
 To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Prayers 
P:   Lord, in your mercy, 
C:   Hear our Prayer. 
The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to 
talk.  We invite those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and 
receive a blessing from the Lord.  
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Communion Distribution 
Communion will be held in the Bethel gym from 11:15am until Noon. Additional details on the 
communion process are available at the end of this bulletin. 

Preface (Based on 1 Peter 4 and the hymn “The Gifts Christ Freely Gives” LSB 602) 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P: As you come to Christ,  
C: a living stone rejected by men  
P: but in the sight of God chosen and precious,  
  you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house,  
C: to be a holy priesthood,  
P: to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
  You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,  
C: a people for His own possession,  
P: that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you  
C: out of darkness into his marvelous light.  
P: Once you were not a people,  
C: but now we are God’s people;  
P: once you had not received mercy,  
C: but now we have received mercy. 
P: The gifts are in the feast, 
C: Gifts far more than we see; 
P: Beneath the bread and wine 
C: Is His death on the tree. 
P: His body and His blood 
C: Remove our every sin; 
P: We enter His presence for 
C: His peace, renewed again. 
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Sanctus        LSB 599, sts. 1 &6; tune: 634 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C:   And also with you. 

 Please share the peace of the Lord with any family members at home. 
 If you are on the Facebook Live page, please share the Lord’s peace in the 

comments. 
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Anthem          In Remembrance of Me   Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for 

you today. Maintain this as meditative time.  

They gathered at the table that night long ago. 
And though He would leave them, our Lord love them so. 
At the head of the table He lifted the bread,  
He broke it, He blessed it, and then Jesus said,  
“Do this! Do this in remembrance of me. 
There is grace at the table, and forgiveness is free. 
Do this! Do this in remembrance of me. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 

They gathered at the table and though they were few, 
He’d called them and blessed them for the work they would do. 
He lifted the cup so that each one could see, saying, 
“This is my life’s blood poured out willingly. 
Do this! Do this in remembrance of me. 
There is grace at the table, and forgiveness is free. 
Do this! Do this in remembrance of me. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 

So now we are gathered in much the same way  
As those few who loved Him on that fateful day.  
Jesus laid down His life; can we offer Him less? 
He calls us to come now to kneel and confess. 
“Do this! Do this in remembrance of me. 
There is grace at the table, and forgiveness is free. 
Do this! Do this in remembrance of me. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Post-Communion Prayer (Based on the hymn “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” LSB 497) 
P: Let us pray. Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord, with all Your graces now outpoured 

by Your Son’s body and blood, on each believer’s mind and heart; Your fervent 
love to us impart. Lord, by the brightness of Your light, in holy faith Your Church 
unite; from ev’ry land and ev’ry tongue, this to Your praise, O Lord, our God, be 
sung: Alleluia, alleluia! 

C: Amen. 
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Benediction (Blessing) (Based on the hymn “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” LSB 497) 
P: Come, holy Light, guide divine, 
  Now cause the Word of life to shine 
  In you, His people, taught to know our God aright 
  And call Him Father with delight. 
  From every error may the Lord keep you free; 
  Let none but Christ your master be 
      That you in living faith abide, 
  In Him, our Lord, with all your might confide. 
  In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

Closing Hymn   Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing              LSB 691 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Announcements 
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OCTOBER 2020  
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 
October 4 - Livestream Worship - 9AM 

Intermission conversation with Pastor Weidler 10:15-11:00AM* 
Indoor Communion 11:15AM – Noon 

October 11 - Livestream Worship - 9AM 
Animate: Practices: Sacraments 10:15-11:15AM* 

October 18 - Livestream Worship - 9AM 
Animate: Practices: Food 10:15-11:00AM* 

Indoor Communion 11:15AM - Noon 

October 25 – Reformation Service 
Livestream Worship - 9AM 

Animate: Practices: Service 10:15-11:00AM* 
Indoor Communion 11:15AM - Noon 

 
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht – Organists 

 Ann Souza - Music Director  
Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist 

 David Ziegler - Handbell Director 

 
Contact the office if you have any questions about 
the schedule. Ushers are always needed for indoor 
communion. If you are interested in being an usher  
contact elders@bethelgurnee.org or  Katrina Johns 
at katrina@bethelgurnee.org . If you have any 
questions on the Animate series, or need more 
information, please contact Katrina.  

*These sessions are via Zoom.   
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INDOOR Communion  
  Sunday, October 4 11:15 A.M.- Noon 

Pastor, Communion Elders and Ushers will wear masks and gloves 
 and use sanitizer to clean off tables, trays, etc. 

Communion Distribution Process 

 An usher will greet you as you enter the lot.  
o Please park in west spots outside the gym. 
o Handicapped may pull into one of the curbside spots near the gym 

ramp.  
 You can let an usher know if you would need Communion 

brought to your car by Pastor and an Elder, using a tray to 
deliver it. The tray is wiped down after use. 

 Enter the gym via the door at the top of the ramp. 
 When you enter the gym, you will see spots for waiting marked on the floor. 

(Usher will help find spots to wait). 
 When you are invited, approach the Communion kneelers. Families may stay 

together. 
 You will receive a Communion liturgy card to follow. 
 Pastor will place a wafer in your hand. 
 An Elder will place an individual cup on the rail.  

o Please indicate if you desire alcohol removed wine. 
 Pastor & Elder will speak brief words of distribution as you take the bread and 

wine. 
 Put your cup in the container provided. You will exit the gym through the 

northeast door. If you need to use the ramp to leave the gym an usher will 
accompany you out the door and make sure you are safely out of the building 
and on the way to your car. 
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INDOOR Communion Parking  
  Sunday, October 4 11:15 A.M.- Noon 

An usher will greet you as you enter the lot and please park in west spots outside the 
gym. If you need a handicap spot, pull into one of the curbside spots near the gym 
ramp. Enter the gym via the door at the top of the ramp and an usher will help you 
navigate the communion process (see pictures below for the gym floor layout). Let 
an usher know if you would need Communion brought to your car by Pastor and an 
Elder, using a tray to deliver it. The tray is wiped down after use. 
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