
 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 
October 18 , 2020 

 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

Sabbatical Interim Pastor – Ron Weidler 
Cell Phone 630-721-8830 or email: rweidler@sbcglobal.net 

Pastor Ben Squires – On Sabbatical until after Thanksgiving 

Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator 
Cell Phone: 224-908-0412 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 
 

 
 

Then the Pharisees went and took counsel  
how to entangle Him in His talk. 
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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
ANDY & HOLLY TRAYNOR IN CELEBRATION OF THEIR 10TH ANNIVERSARY ON 10/16 

CATECHISM SERVICE 
Today’s service uses words from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism  

as it teaches us about the basic elements of the Christian faith. 

Opening Hymn             Holy God, We Praise Thy Name LSB 940 sts. 1–2, 4–5
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Invocation  
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: These words remind us of our baptism.  What is Baptism? 
C: Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God's command and 

combined with God's word. 
P: What benefits does Baptism give? 
C: It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal 

salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare. 
P: What does God’s Word in Romans 6 teach us about Baptism? 
C: “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live 
a new life.” 

Baptism Verse               Baptized into Your Name Most Holy          LSB  590 st. 1 
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Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness) 
P: What is Confession and Absolution? 
C: Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive 

absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, 
but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven. 

P: Confess and admit your sins to God the Father. 
C: I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I mattered most.  My Lord’s name I 

have not honored as I should; my worship and prayers have faltered. I have not let 
his love have its way with me, and so my love for others has failed. There are those 
whom I have hurt, and those whom I failed to help.  My thoughts and desires have 
been soiled with sin.  I pray You, Almighty God, merciful Father, for the sake of the 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P: Do you believe that word of Christ’s forgiveness I speak to you  
  is from the Lord Himself? 
C: I do. 
P: Receive the forgiveness Christ won for you by His Passion, death, and 

resurrection.  By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, forgive you your sins in the Name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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Absolution Verse                    Jesus Sinners Will Receive LSB 609, stanza 6 

 

 

 

 

Greeting, Collect (Prayer of the Day), and Luther’s Morning Prayer   
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You as our 

ruler and guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the 
things eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us pray together. 
C: I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For 
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
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Song of Praise             All the Way My Savior Leads Me 
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Old Testament Isaiah 45:1–7(ESV) 
1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus [King of Persia],  
 whose right hand I have grasped,  
 to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings, 
 to open doors before him that gates may not be closed: 
  2“I will go before you and level the exalted places, 
  I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 
  3I will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret places, 
   that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 
   the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
  4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, 
  I call you by your name, 
   I name you, though you do not know me. 
  5I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; 
  I equip you, though you do not know me, 
   6that people may know,  
    from the rising of the sun and from the west,  
    that there is none besides me; 
  I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
  7I form light and create darkness, 
  I make well-being and create calamity, 
  I am the LORD, who does all these things.” 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.     
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Epistle (New Testament Letter) 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 (ESV) 
[A letter from]: 1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
 [Written] To the church of the Thessalonians  
 in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
  Grace to you and peace. 
 2We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our 
prayers, 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of 
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers 
loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to you not only in 
word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know 
what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the 
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joy of the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from 
you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so 
that we need not say anything. 9For they themselves report concerning us the kind of 
reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.     
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem     Alleluia 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for 

you today. Maintain this as meditative time.  

       Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 

Holy Gospel Matthew 22:15–22 (ESV) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk. 16And 
they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know 
that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about 
anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 17Tell us, then, what you 
think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, 
said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin for the tax.” And 
they brought him a denarius. 20And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and 
inscription is this?” 21They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render 
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When 
they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away. 
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day             God Moves In Mysterious Ways LSB 765 sts. 1–5 

 

Sermon    Dealing with the Big Picture          Isaiah 45:1-7  
  
Confession of Faith      2nd Article of the Apostles’ Creed and Luther’s explanation 
P: Confess with your mouth what you believe in your heart:           Romans 10:9 
  that Jesus is Lord and that God raised him from the dead 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P: What does this mean? 
C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 

true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. Who has redeemed me, a lost and 
condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the 
power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and 
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with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in 
His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is 
most certainly true. 

Prayers 
P: The Lord invites us to pray saying: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven. 
P: What does this mean? 
C: With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and 

that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask 
Him as dear children ask their dear father. 

P: Therefore, we bring our prayers to You this day, Father….. 

Prayer of the Church  
(At the end of each petition Pastor and the congregation respond)  
P:   Lord, in your mercy, 
C:   Hear our Prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  
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Communion Distribution 
Communion will be held in the Bethel gym from 11:15am until Noon. Additional details on the 
communion process are available at the end of this bulletin. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
C: It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, 

instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 
 
P: What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
C: These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” shows us that in 

the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these 
words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

P: Who receives this sacrament worthily? 
C: The person who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins.” But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy 
and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe. 

Words of Institution 
 
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 

Post-Communion Prayer 
P: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through this blessed gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   C:   Amen. 

Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C:   Amen. 
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Closing Hymn  Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings LSB 782 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

 

Announcements 
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OCTOBER 2020  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

October 18 - Livestream Worship - 9AM 
Animate: Practices: Food 10:15-11:00AM* 

Indoor Communion 11:15AM - Noon 

October 25 – Reformation Service 
Livestream Worship - 9AM 

Animate: Practices: Service 10:15-11:00AM* 
Indoor Communion 11:15AM - Noon 

 
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht – Organists 

 Ann Souza - Music Director  
Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist 

 David Ziegler - Handbell Director 

 
Contact the office if you have any questions about 
the schedule. Ushers are always needed for indoor 
communion. If you are interested in being an usher  
contact elders@bethelgurnee.org or  Katrina Johns 
at katrina@bethelgurnee.org . If you have any 
questions on the Animate series, or need more 
information, please contact Katrina.  

*These sessions are via Zoom.   
 
 

 
 
 
 



14 

INDOOR Communion  
  Sunday, October 18 11:15 A.M.- Noon 

Pastor, Communion Elders and Ushers will wear masks and gloves 
 and use sanitizer to clean off tables, trays, etc. 

Communion Distribution Process 

 An usher will greet you as you enter the lot.  
o Please park in west spots outside the gym. 
o Handicapped may pull into one of the curbside spots near the gym 

ramp.  
 You can let an usher know if you would need Communion 

brought to your car by Pastor and an Elder, using a tray to 
deliver it. The tray is wiped down after use. 

 Enter the gym via the door at the top of the ramp. 
 When you enter the gym, you will see spots for waiting marked on the floor. 

(Usher will help find spots to wait). 
 When you are invited, approach the Communion kneelers. Families may stay 

together. 
 You will receive a Communion liturgy card to follow. 
 Pastor will place a wafer in your hand. 
 An Elder will place an individual cup on the rail.  

o Please indicate if you desire alcohol removed wine. 
 Pastor & Elder will speak brief words of distribution as you take the bread and 

wine. 
 Put your cup in the container provided. You will exit the gym through the 

northeast door. If you need to use the ramp to leave the gym an usher will 
accompany you out the door and make sure you are safely out of the building 
and on the way to your car. 
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Purchase Holiday Meal Boxes to 
help a needy family for the Holidays 

  
COOL Food Pantry is getting ready for the thousands of people in 
Lake County who will come to the pantry seeking food assistance for 
the Thanksgiving & Christmas holidays. They want to provide over 
1000 Holiday Meal Baskets. This holiday season COOL is offering 
two ways to feed needy families.   
 
Holiday Food Boxes 
Holiday food boxes are available for only $20 each. This box is 
loaded with a 12-16-pound turkey, vegetables, fruit, a beverage, 
potatoes, gravy & dessert. Checks can be made out to Bethel and 
marked “Holiday Gift Basket” on the memo line and dropped off or 
mailed to the Bethel office.  
 
Do Your Own Shopping 
If you prefer to do your own shopping COOL is happy to distribute 
your holiday gift to a needy family.  Non-perishables can be dropped 
off with the office or on the bulletin box cart. The following items can 
be dropped off at the Bethel office: 

 Canned Gravy 
 Stuffing 
 Canned Vegetables 
 Canned Fruit/Cranberry Sauce 
 Cornbread mix 
 Shelf stable or powdered milk (or juice) 

 
Please drop off all Thanksgiving payments/items from: 11/1 - TBD 

Please drop off all Christmas payments/items from: 12/1-TBD 

 
COOL thanks Bethel for the continued support! 
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Fall Clean Up Ideas! 
Here are some chores that need to be done around the Bethel 

Property if someone would like to get out of the house for a while! 
(Contact Monte Stoltzman with questions) 

Inside the building: 
 Wipe down cabinets in kitchen 
 Cobweb patrol  

o Be sure to get kneelers in gym 

 Vacuum windowsills  
 Vacuum bugs out of light diffusers 

o West stairwell, basement hall, anywhere else 
 Test emergency signs 
 Oil pumps for boiler system 
 Straighten up storage room 
 Gym floor blackmark patrol 

Outside the building: 
 Pull up annuals  
 Cut down any dried-up perennials 
 Bring in hoses and hang in garage 
 General grounds clean up 
 Cover AC units  
 Turn on heat tape 
 Straighten up garages/bring out snow blowers 
 Check gutters and clean if necessary  

Although all these items can be completed anytime, 
the Property Board will make plans for a fall cleaning day on 11/7/20. 


