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VESPERS 
Adapted from the Lutheran Service Book, “vespers” is a Latin word meaning 
“evening.” Originally one of eight daily offices prayed during the Middle Ages, 
Vespers was retained at the time of the Reformation as one of two chief daily 
services, the other being Matins (Morning Prayer).  “Sunset marks the end of 
the day and also the beginning of the next day so that the days roll on without interruption.  The 
hours of darkness are experienced as a time of waiting and watching…the unknown, isolation, 
fear, death, night…but also stillness, rest, peace, and promise.  In Christ, the grave is transformed 
into the morning of new and unending life” (quotes from Journey into the Heart of God). 

Opening Hymn                Come, Ye Thankful People, Come LSB 892 
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Opening Words 
P: O Lord, open my lips, 
C: and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C: make haste to help me, O Lord. 
  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P: Praise to You, O Christ,  
C: Lamb of our salvation. 

Psalm Reading (Responsive)               Psalm 67 (ESV, alt.) 
P: 1May God be gracious to us and bless us 
C: and make His face to shine upon us, 
P: 2that His way may be known on earth, 
C: And all nations will see His saving power. 
P: 3Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
C: let all the peoples praise you! 
P: 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for You judge the peoples in truth and guide the nations upon earth. 
C: 5Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
 let all the peoples praise You! 
P: 6The earth has yielded a wonderful harvest; 
C: God, our God, shall bless us. 
P: 7God shall bless us; 
C: let all the ends of the earth greatly honor Him! 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
P: Father, through Your power the earth has brought forth its noblest fruit, the tree 

of the cross. Unite all people in its embrace, and feed them with its fruit: the 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation, through Your Son, Jesus Christ.    

  C: Amen. 
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning and You graciously 

provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we 
may acknowledge Your goodness, give thanks for Your benefits, and serve You 
in willing obedience all our days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Anthem        Jesus we Want to Thank You     Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 

truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

Jesus, we just want to thank you. Jesus, we just want to thank you. 
Jesus, we just want to thank you, thank you for being so good. 

Jesus, we just want to praise you. Jesus, we just want to praise you. 
Jesus, we just want to praise you, praise you for being so good. 

Old Testament Reading              Deuteronomy 8:1–10(ESV) 
 1“The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, 
that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD swore to 
give to your fathers. 2And you shall remember the whole way that the LORD your God has 
led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to 
know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not. 3And 
he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, 
nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread 
alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 4Your 
clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years. 5Know 
then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the LORD your God disciplines you. 
6So you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God by walking in his ways and 
by fearing him. 7For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks 
of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, 8a land of wheat 
and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9a 
land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land 
whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 10And you shall eat and 
be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land he has given you.” 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle (New Testament Letter)     Philippians 4:6–20(ESV) 
 6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 
 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9What you 
have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the 
God of peace will be with you. 
 10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern 
for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not that I 
am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be 
content. 12I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and 
every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance 
and need. 13I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 
 14Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15And you Philippians yourselves 
know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered 
into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 16Even in 
Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. 17Not that I seek the gift, 
but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 18I have received full payment, and 
more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a 
fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19And my God will 
supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20To our 
God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Preparation Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious     LSB 548, st. 3 alt. 

 

Holy Gospel  Luke17:11–19(ESV) 
 11On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and 
Galilee. 12And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a 
distance 13and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 
14When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And 
as they went they were cleansed. 15Then one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16and he fell on his face at Jesus’ 
feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus answered, “Were not 
ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18Was no one found to return and give praise to 
God except this foreigner?” 19And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith 
has made you well.” 
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Responsory           LSB 230 
P: Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth. 
C: Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
P: Unite my heart to fear Your name that I may walk in Your truth. 
C: Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C: Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. Amen. 
 
Hymn of the Day                    Sing to the Lord of Harvest LSB 893 

 

 

 

 

Sermon   O Give thanks to the Lord   Psalm 118:1,5-9,14-26,29  
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Prayers of the Church 
P: Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
C: and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
P: Merciful Father, whose guiding hand has brought us to the completion of this 

day, we humbly pray You to stay with us and shelter us in quiet hours of this 
night that we, who are wearied by the changes and chances of this passing 
world, may rest in Your changeless peace.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Visit our homes, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your 

holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace. Gracious Father, You direct 
Your people to use their gifts in service to other. Receive our thanks and 
praise for the faithful service of the servants in this congregation. Bless them 
with love and faithfulness to Your Word, so that they may continue to serve 
with gladness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is 

no threat. Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, 
especially those who watch and work on behalf of others. Grant them 
diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and 
competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with 
confidence and compassion; Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Let us pray together. 
C: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my 
sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your 
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel 
be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 

Thanksgiving at the End of the Day 
P:  Gracious Lord, we give You thanks for the day, especially for the good we were 

permitted to give and to receive; the day is now past and we commit it to You.  
We entrust to You the night; we rest in surety, for You are our help, and You 
neither slumber nor sleep.  C:   Amen. 

Benediction 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C:   Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn           All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night LSB 883 sts. 1, 4, 6 
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NOVEMBER  2020 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

November 25 - Livestream Worship – 6:30PM 

 

November 29 - Livestream Worship - 9AM 
Enrichment & Recap Of  

Sabbatical Experience 10:15-11:00AM* 
Indoor Communion 11:15AM -Noon 

 

Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht – Organists 
 Ann Souza - Music Director  

Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
 David Ziegler - Handbell Director 

 

Contact the office if you have any questions about the 
schedule. Ushers are always needed for indoor communion. If 
you are interested in being an usher  contact 
elders@bethelgurnee.org or  Katrina Johns at 
katrina@bethelgurnee.org . If you have any questions on the 
Animate series, or need more information,  contact Katrina.  

*These sessions are via Zoom.   
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Bernie's Blessing 
We will again be collecting coats and blankets for Bernie to distribute on 
the streets of Chicago on Christmas Eve. For over 23 years the people of 

Bethel have donated many, many coats and blankets that are 
given to the homeless who are out in the cold and bad 
weather.  As the weather turns cold and you realize a new 
coat would be nice, bring the old one for Bernie's blessings. 
Or, if you see a good deal on a new coat, we will gladly accept 

the new coat, too. Blankets of all kinds will also be accepted. Starting 
November 29th and until December 16th, the coats and blankets can be 
dropped off with the Bethel office during office hours or during 
communion. Contact the Bethel office at 847-244-9647 with any 
questions or to arrange your drop-off. 

Poinsettia Orders 
Orders for red poinsettia plants to decorate our worship area on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be taken until December 9th. The 
cost for a plant is $11, and orders are due in the church office by 
Wednesday, December 9th.  

Since we are not meeting in person, we request that you attach a note to 
your payment with the following information: 

 How many plants are you ordering? 
 Is the pointsetta 

o In memory of...  
o In appreciation of...  
o To the Glory of God 

They will be available for pickup after the Christmas day worship 
service during communion or arrange to pick them up with the church 
office the following week. Contact the church office at 847-244-9647 
with any questions. 
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