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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
TIM & LINDA MORAN IN MEMORY OF HIS MOTHER JANE MORAN  

TIM & LINDA MORAN IN MEMORY OF HER MOTHER EVELYN KOVAC 

THE LITURGY FROM THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS 
This service carries the themes of Advent using words drawn from the New Testament Letter to 
the Hebrews —the Hebrew Christians who welcomed Jesus as Messiah. 

Opening Hymn  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry      LSB 344 
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Invocation and Greeting 
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Grace be with all of you.               Hebrews 13:25 
C: And also with you. 
P: In a very little while, the One who is coming will come and will not delay.    Heb. 10:37 
  Christ has appeared once for all at the end of the age  
  to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself.             Hebrews 9:26 
C: I will put my trust in him.               Hebrews 2:13 
P: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.           Hebrews 13:8 
C: I will put my trust in him.              
P: I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters. 
C: In the midst of the congregation I will praise you. Amen.            Hebrews 2:12 

Confession of Sin 
P: Brothers and sisters, we have come to Mount Zion      Hebrews 12:22-24 
  and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
  and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 
  and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, 
  and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 
  and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, 
  and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.  
  Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
  Jesus, the Son of God, 
  let us hold fast to our confession. 
  For we do not have a high priest  
   who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses 
  but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are,  
   yet without sin. 
  Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, 
  so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.   Heb. 4:14-16 
Silence for meditation on our need for Christ’s forgiveness.   
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Absolution (Forgiveness) 
P: The Holy Spirit says,           Hebrews 10:15-17 
  “This is the covenant that I will make with them 
  after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, 
  and I will write them on their minds,” 
  and, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 
  Your sins are forgiven  
   in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
C: Amen.  Christ has appeared once for all at the end of the age  
 to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself.             Hebrews 9:26 
 I will put my trust in him. Amen.              Hebrews 2:13 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you.    
C:  And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten 

Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.       

A Reading from an Advent Prophet              Isaiah 40:1–11 (ESV) 
1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
  that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, 
  that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries: 
 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
  4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 
  the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
 5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, 
 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
6A voice says, “Cry!” 
 And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
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[I was instructed to say]: 
 All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
  7The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 
   surely the people are grass. 
  8The grass withers, the flower fades, 
   but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; 
 lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 
 lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, 
  “Behold your God!” 
  10Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, And his arm rules for him; 
  behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
 11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; 
 he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.   
C:   Thanks be to God.  

Old Testament Canticle (sung three times)  from LSB # 261 
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Anthem    When He Comes      Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today. 

Maintain this as meditative time. 

When He comes, when He comes, will we know He is the One? 
When He comes, when He comes, will we know He is God’s Son? 
When He comes to earth will He come as a king,  
With fanfare of trumpets and will the angels sing when He comes? 
When He comes, when He comes, when He leaves His throne above, 
When He comes, when He comes, will our hearts reach out in love? 
When He comes to earth will He come as a king,  
With fanfare of trumpets and will the angels sing when He comes? 
When He comes will it be at night or day? 
And when He comes will He find a place to stay? 
When he comes to earth will He come as a king, 
With fanfare of trumpets and will the angels sing when He comes? 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, there is room, in my heart for Thee. 

Epistle (New Testament Letter)           2 Peter 3:8–14 (ESV)  
8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 

thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his 
promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on 
it will be exposed. 

11Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to 
be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the 
day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the 
heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13But according to his promise we are waiting 
for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by 
him without spot or blemish, and at peace.  
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Magnificat (based on the Song of Mary)  Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord LSB 935, st. 2 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1962, renewed 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
© Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

Gospel Declaration 
P: Long ago in many and various ways  
  God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C: But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
P: He is the reflection of God’s glory 
  and the exact imprint of God’s very being, 
C: and he sustains all things by his powerful word. 
P: When he had made purification for sins, 
C: he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. Amen.          Hebrews 1:1-3 

Holy Gospel          Mark 1:1–8 (ESV) 
1The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 
3the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 
4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins.  
 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were 
being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  
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 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist 
and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is 
mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 
8I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 

Hymn of the Day   Comfort, Comfort Ye My People       LSB 347 
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Sermon                Isaiah 40:1-11/Mark 1:1-8  
“Sabbatical Practices: Poetry Announced John the Baptist’s Role” 

(Anyone else here have a poetic job description?) 

Prayers 
P: In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, 
  with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, 
  and he was heard because of his reverent submission.                 Hebrews 5:7 
  Brothers and sisters, let us pray to the God of peace.          Hebrews 13:20 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 
Communion will be held in the Bethel gym from 11:15am until Noon. Additional details on the 
communion process are available at the end of this bulletin. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
P: Brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary 
  by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way 
  that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 
  and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 
  let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
  with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 
  and our bodies washed with pure water. 
  Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, 
  for he who has promised is faithful.     Hebrews 10:19-23 
  Grace be with all of you.       Hebrews 13:25 
C: And also with you. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 
 
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P: Father, we have tasted the goodness of Your Word.  We have tasted and see Your 

salvation that comes to us by Your Son, through His body and blood we have 
received at Your altar.  The Good News has come to us, and we praise You 
from Your dwelling place.  We praise You as we go this day.  We ask that You 
will strengthen us in faith in this Good News.  In the Name of Jesus, we pray 

C: Amen.         Hebrews 6:5, 4:2 

Benediction  
P: Now may the God of peace, 
  who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
  the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 
  make you complete in everything good 
  so that you may do his will, 
  working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, 
  through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Hebrews 13:20-21 
C: Amen.  
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Closing Hymn        Hark the Glad Sound      LSB 349 

 

 

 

Announcements 
 

Poinsettia Orders 
Orders for red poinsettia plants to decorate our worship area on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day will be taken until December 9th. The cost for a plant is $11, and 
orders are due in the church office by Wednesday, December 9th.  

Since we are not meeting in person, we request that you attach a note to your payment 
with the following information: 

 How many plants are you ordering? 
 Is the pointsetta 

o In memory of...  
o In appreciation of...  
o To the Glory of God 

They will be available for pickup after the Christmas day worship service during 
communion or arrange to pick them up with the church office the following week. 
Contact the church office at 847-244-9647 with any questions. 
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INDOOR Communion  
  Sunday, December 6, 11:15 A.M.- Noon 

Pastor, Communion Elders and Ushers will wear masks and gloves 
 and use sanitizer to clean off tables, trays, etc. 

Communion Distribution Process 

 An usher will greet you as you enter the lot.  
o Please park in west spots outside the gym. 
o Handicapped may pull into one of the curbside spots near the gym 

ramp.  
 You can let an usher know if you would need Communion 

brought to your car by Pastor and an Elder, using a tray to 
deliver it. The tray is wiped down after use. 

 Enter the gym via the door at the top of the ramp. 
 When you enter the gym, you will see spots for waiting marked on the floor. 

(Usher will help find spots to wait). 
 When you are invited, approach the Communion kneelers. Families may stay 

together. 
 You will receive a Communion liturgy card to follow. 
 Pastor will place a wafer in your hand. 
 An Elder will place an individual cup on the rail.  

o Please indicate if you desire alcohol removed wine. 
 Pastor & Elder will speak brief words of distribution as you take the bread and 

wine. 
 Put your cup in the container provided. You will exit the gym through the 

northeast door. If you need to use the ramp to leave the gym an usher will 
accompany you out the door and make sure you are safely out of the building 
and on the way to your car. 


