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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
MURIEL & SUE SCHMIDTKE IN LOVING MEMORY OF TED SCHMIDTKE.  

JIM FRANZ IN MEMORY OF FATHER, MOTHER, BROTHER, SISTER AND GRANDPARENTS. 

THE GOSPEL OF ST. MARK SERVICE 
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Mark’s Gospel. 

Mark is the focus of Year B Gospel readings in the Lectionary.   

Opening Hymn   Arise, O Christian People   LSB 354 
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Invocation (Based on Mark 1:1-8) 
P: John the Baptist appeared, baptizing people in the wilderness and proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  
C: God had announced this through the prophet Isaiah: 
P: “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 
  the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 
C: And all the people were going out to be baptized by John in the Jordan River. 
 They were confessing their sins. 
P: And John said, “I have baptized you with water,  
  but the One who comes after me will baptized you with the Holy Spirit.” 
C: This is Jesus, the Son of God, our Lord, the Christ, the Messiah. 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

Confession (Mark 1:15,2:17,7:14-23) 
P: Jesus began His ministry, preaching and saying,  
  “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand;  
C: repent and believe in the gospel.” 
P: When Jesus knew that some thought they were already righteous, without sin, 

He said to them “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those 
who are sick.  

C: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
P: [Jesus] called the people to Him and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and 

understand.” And He calls us now, “Hear me, all of you, and understand.” 
C: We have come to hear and repent.    
P: Jesus says, “There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile 

him, but the things that come out of a person are what defile him. What 
comes out of a person is what defiles him. 21For from within, out of the heart 
of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 
coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness.  

  All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 
C: We repent and believe in the Gospel of Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins. 
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Absolution (Forgiveness)  (Mark 2:5,10, 5:34; 10:52) 
P: And when Jesus saw the faith of the paralytic brought for healing by his friends, 
  He said, “My son, your sins are forgiven.” 
C: Because Jesus has authority on earth to forgive sins! 
P: And Jesus said to the woman who reached out to touch Him for healing, 
  “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.” 
  And Jesus said to the man born blind but had now received sight,  
  “Go your way; your faith has made you well.”  
  Therefore, in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I say to 

you: “Your sins are forgiven, your faith has made you well.” I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

Response of Praise  (based on Mark 10:52) LSB 551 sts. 1, 4–5 

 

 

 

Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten 

the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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Anthem   Waiting for a King   Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for 

you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

Waiting for a king; when will he come?  
Waiting for a king; God’s holy One. 
Will the world be ready? Is his advent near?  
Waiting for a king; when will he appear? 

Waiting for a king; when will he come? 
Waiting for a king; God’s only Son. 
Will the world receive him? Will he stand alone? 
Waiting for a king to come and take his throne. 

In the fullness of time the Prince of Peace will come,  
the promised Messiah, God’s chosen One. 

For those who are righteous, hope will be restored. 
Their eyes will be opened, eyes will be opened,  

eyes will be opened, they will know the Lord. 

Waiting for a king, ruling in might. 
Waiting for a king to shine in our night. 
Will the world be ready when he comes to stay? 
Waiting for a king; will this be the day? 
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Psalm Reading                        Psalm 126(ESV) 
1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 
 we were like those who dream. 
2Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
 and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then they said among the nations, 
 “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
3The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad. 
4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
 like streams in the Negeb! 
5Those who sow in tears 
 shall reap with shouts of joy! 
6He who goes out weeping, 
 bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of joy, 
 bringing his sheaves with him. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle (New Testament Letter)        1 Thessalonians 5:16–24(ESV) 

16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not 
despise prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from 
every form of evil. 

23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your 
whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel            John 1:6–8, 19–28(ESV) 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, 

to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the 
light, but came to bear witness about the light. . . . 

19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but 
confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So they said to 
him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you 
say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John 
answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 
27even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
28These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message (based on Mark 10:13–16) 
P: Why do we have a Children’s Message in worship? 
  It’s like how the people were bringing children to Jesus, 
C: So that He could bless them. 
P: But the disciples rebuked the people, as if they were wasting the Teacher’s time.  
  But Jesus said: 
C: “Let the children come to me;  
P: do not stop them,  
  because the kingdom of God belongs to them.” 
C: So now let us receive the Kingdom of God like children. 
P: And Jesus takes us in His arms and blesses us. The children can come forward. 
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Hymn of the Day          O Holy Spirit, Enter In    LSB 913 
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Sermon  Sabbatical Practices:      1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 Praying Without Ceasing Means Something Much Less Structured 

Than Programming a 24-Hour Radio Station  

 

prayer 
You may pray. God invites you to 
talk to Him, with Him—talk in 
His Holy Spirit with His own 
words, saying back to Him what 
He has already said to us in the 
truth of His Word. We speak out 
of our own ignorance, 
cowardice, hubris, and 
sinfulness, but we come to God 
for our rough-hewn words to be 
shaped by Him and His Truth so 
that our prayers come to be 
aligned with His Will. 
 
“After the manner of Moses, the mute ones of Israel are invited for a 
moment…to move into hope-filled, insistent prayer. Moses’ prayer may 
model our own dangerous speech….Indignant hope is sounded [in the 
prayers of the people because they believe] there is still this one to whom 
speech may be effectively addressed. There still is a serious conversation 
partner. In the very act of this speech [prayer], the world is already reshaped. 
It is a reshaped with a chance of community and communion. It is reshaped 
with a possibility for dignity and self-respect. There is speaking and a 
passionate conviction that there is listening” (Walter Brueggemann, Finally 
Comes the Poet, p. 54,53). 

Sabbatical practices:  
Poetry, Reflection, Prayer, Writing:  
The Things Might Scare You About Sabbatical 
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Confession of Faith from Mark 8:27-30, 9:31,10:33-34,12:10-11,16:6-7 
P: When Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” Peter 

answered:  
C:  “You are the Christ.”  
P: meaning the Messiah, the Anointed One, coming to save God’s people. 
C: Did Jesus come with His glory and power? 
P: No, not during His first coming. He told the disciples many times how the 

Lord’s salvation would be accomplished: “The Son of Man is going to be 
delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is 
killed, after three days he will rise.” 

 And again: “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be 
delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn 
him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34And they will mock him 
and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” 

 This fulfills Psalm 118 which says: 
C: “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.” 
P: So we believe in the death and resurrection of Jesus just as He told us and as 

the angel declared to the women when they went early to the tomb on 
Easter: “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 
7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. 
There you will see him, just as he told you.” 

C: This is our Resurrection hope. 
 Jesus has told us that He will return again  
 to take us to be with Him forever. 
 We will see Him, just as He told us. Amen. 
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Offering Preface (based on Mark 10:42-45,12:41–44) 
P: Come, now, and offer your lives in service to the Lord. Jesus said, “You know that 

those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
great ones exercise authority over them.”  

C: But it shall not be this way among us!  
 Whoever would be great among us must be a servant to others,  

 and whoever would be first among us must be servant of all.  

 For even Jesus did not come to be served but to serve, 
P: and to give his life as a ransom for many. 
  When you come to bring financial offerings to the ministry of the Lord,  

 remember what the Lord Jesus taught while watching the poor widow come 
to the Temple with her offering. She came and put in two small copper coins, 
which adds up to a penny.  

C: Jesus said this widow put in more offering than all the others. 
P: The others gave out of their abundance, their extra wealth, 
C: But out of her poverty,  
 the widow put in everything she had,  
 all she had to live on. 
P: Come, give to the Lord from your heart and as a servant. Amen. 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction (Blessing) (Based on Mark 5:34; 10:52) 
P: As you have already heard this day, the words of Jesus which He spoke to others 

while here on Earth, these are words which He speaks to you as well today: 
  “My children, your sins are forgiven.”  
  “Go your way; your faith has made you well.”  
  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
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Closing Hymn   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                          LSB 357 sts. 1, ref, 2, 6–7 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 


