
Mary Tried to 
Discern, Ponder 

These Things  
in Her Heart 

 

Sabbatical Practices 

 

4th Sunday in Advent 
December 20, 2020 

 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone:  224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator 
Direct line: 224-908-0412 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 
 

  



2 

THE GOSPEL OF ST. MARK SERVICE 
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Mark’s Gospel. 

Mark is the focus of Year B Gospel readings in the Lectionary.   

Opening Hymn   Once He Came in Blessing              LSB 333 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Invocation (Based on Mark 1:1-8) 
P: John the Baptist appeared, baptizing people in the wilderness and proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  
C: God had announced this through the prophet Isaiah: 
P: “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 
  the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 
C: And all the people were going out to be baptized by John in the Jordan River. 
 They were confessing their sins. 
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P: And John said, “I have baptized you with water,  
  but the One who comes after me will baptized you with the Holy Spirit.” 
C: This is Jesus, the Son of God, our Lord, the Christ, the Messiah. 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

Confession (Mark 1:15,2:17,7:14-23) 
P: Jesus began His ministry, preaching and saying,  
  “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand;  
C: repent and believe in the gospel.” 
P: When Jesus knew that some thought they were already righteous, without sin, 

He said to them “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those 
who are sick.  

C: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
P: [Jesus] called the people to Him and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and 

understand.” And He calls us now, “Hear me, all of you, and understand.” 
C: We have come to hear and repent.    
P: Jesus says, “There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile 

him, but the things that come out of a person are what defile him. What 
comes out of a person is what defiles him. 21For from within, out of the heart 
of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 
coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness.  

  All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 
C: We repent and believe in the Gospel of Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Absolution (Forgiveness)  (Mark 2:5,10, 5:34; 10:52) 
P: And when Jesus saw the faith of the paralytic brought for healing by his friends, 
  He said, “My son, your sins are forgiven.” 
C: Because Jesus has authority on earth to forgive sins! 
P: And Jesus said to the woman who reached out to touch Him for healing, 
  “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.” 
  And Jesus said to the man born blind but had now received sight,  
  “Go your way; your faith has made you well.”  
  Therefore, in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I say to 

you: “Your sins are forgiven, your faith has made you well.” I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Response of Praise  (based on Mark 10:52) LSB 551 sts. 1, 4–5 

 

 

 

Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 

which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

Anthem        Bethlehem Wind     Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for 

you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

Blow, blow, Bethlehem wind, over the hills and the valleys. 
Blow, blow, Bethlehem wind, God’s promise of love and salvation. 
Blow, blow, Spirit of Truth, carry the news of a Saviour. 
Blow, blow, Spirit of God, preparing the world for God’s Son. 

Blow, blow, Bethlehem wind, carry the song of the angels. 
Blow, blow, Bethlehem wind, move through the hearts of the nations. 
Blow, blow, Spirit of Hope, scatter the leaves of our sorrow. 
Blow, blow, Spirit of God, warm the whole world with your love. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 



5 

Psalm Reading                        Psalm 89:1–5(ESV) 
1I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; 
 with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all generations. 
2For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; 
 in the heavens you will establish your faithfulness.” 
3You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 
   I have sworn to David my servant: 
   4‘I will establish your offspring forever, 
   and build your throne for all generations.’” 
5Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, 
 your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones! 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 

Epistle (New Testament Letter)             Romans 16:25–27(ESV) 
25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 

preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept 
secret for long ages 26but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings 
has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, 
to bring about the obedience of faith— 27to the only wise God be glory forevermore 
through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel        Luke 1:26–38(ESV) 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at 
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He 
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
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35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 
37For nothing will be impossible with God.”  

38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according 
to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn of the Day     The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came                    LSB 356 
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Sermon  Sabbatical Practices:      Luke 1:26-38  
“Reflection - Mary Tried to Discern, Ponder These Things in Her Heart” 

 

 

reflection 
Reflection means pausing 
after hearing God’s Word to 
sit with His Truth, letting it 
settle into us, stir something 
in us, anticipating that it will 
do the work of the Spirit in all 
our heart and all our heart 
and all our mind. Reflecting 
on the Holy Scriptures as a 
rumination, meditation, and 
companion on the daily path 
is the only way that the 
ancient Collect (prayer) can be answered in our lives that we would “hear 
[the Scriptures], read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them.” 
 
“[Spiritual reading of the Holy Scriptures] trusts in the power of words to 
penetrate our lives and create truth and beauty and goodness, writing that 
requires a reader who, in the words of Rainer Maria Rilke, ‘does not always 
remain bent over his pages; he often leans back and closes his eyes over a 
line he has been reading again, and its meaning spreads through his 
blood.’….reading that enters our souls as food enters our stomachs, spreads 
through our blood, and becomes holiness and love and wisdom” (Eugene 
Peterson, Eat This Book: A Conversation in the Art of Spiritual Reading, p. 4). 

 

Sabbatical practices:  
Poetry, Reflection, Prayer, Writing:  
The Things Might Scare You About Sabbatical 
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Confession of Faith from Mark 8:27-30, 9:31,10:33-34,12:10-11,16:6-7 
P: When Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” Peter 

answered:  
C:  “You are the Christ.”  
P: meaning the Messiah, the Anointed One, coming to save God’s people. 
C: Did Jesus come with His glory and power? 
P: No, not during His first coming. He told the disciples many times how the 

Lord’s salvation would be accomplished: “The Son of Man is going to be 
delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is 
killed, after three days he will rise.” 

 And again: “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be 
delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn 
him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34And they will mock him 
and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” 

 This fulfills Psalm 118 which says: 
C: “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.” 
P: So we believe in the death and resurrection of Jesus just as He told us and as 

the angel declared to the women when they went early to the tomb on 
Easter: “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 
7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. 
There you will see him, just as he told you.” 

C: This is our Resurrection hope. 
 Jesus has told us that He will return again  
 to take us to be with Him forever. 
 We will see Him, just as He told us. Amen. 
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Offering Preface (based on Mark 10:42-45,12:41–44) 
P: Come, now, and offer your lives in service to the Lord. Jesus said, “You know that 

those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
great ones exercise authority over them.”  

C: But it shall not be this way among us!  
 Whoever would be great among us must be a servant to others,  
 and whoever would be first among us must be servant of all.  
 For even Jesus did not come to be served but to serve, 
P: and to give his life as a ransom for many. 
  When you come to bring financial offerings to the ministry of the Lord,  

 remember what the Lord Jesus taught while watching the poor widow come 
to the Temple with her offering. She came and put in two small copper coins, 
which adds up to a penny.  

C: Jesus said this widow put in more offering than all the others. 
P: The others gave out of their abundance, their extra wealth, 
C: But out of her poverty,  
 the widow put in everything she had,  
 all she had to live on. 
P: Come, give to the Lord from your heart and as a servant. Amen. 

Prayers 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 
Communion will be held in the Bethel gym from 11:15am until Noon. Additional details on the 
communion process are available at the end of this bulletin. 
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Preface of the Lord’s Supper (based on Mark 12:28-34,14:34-36,41–42,61–62,15:39) 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P: The Lord is God, the Lord is One,  
C: and there is no other god besides Him.  
P: May we love Him with all our heart  
C: and with all our soul and with all our strength. 
P: This is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 
C: Truly in Jesus He has brought us close to the kingdom of God. 
P: Jesus prayed in great sorrow: “Abba, Father, remove this cup of suffering from Me. 

But not what I will, but what You will.” 
C: Jesus, the Son of Man, was betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
P: On trial, the high priest asked Jesus, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 
C: And Jesus said, “I AM.” 
P: And when He had been crucified and died, a centurion there at the cross said: 
C: “Truly, this man was the Son of God!” 

Proper Preface for Matthew             LSB “Apostles and Evangelists” 
P: We pray: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for You 
have mightily governed and protected Your holy Church, in which the blessed 
apostles and evangelists proclaimed Your divine and saving Gospel. Therefore 
with patriarchs and prophets, apostles and evangelists, with Your servant 
Mark, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus (inspired by Mark 14:34-36)                      LSB 981 sts. 1–2 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving          LSB “Apostles and Evangelists” 
P: You once proclaimed Your saving promise through the prophets of Israel, and by the 

apostles and evangelists You published the good news of Your saving promise 
fulfilled in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Grant that we, being 
instructed in the doctrine of the blessed apostles and evangelists, may faithfully 
eat His body and drink His blood and declare His salvation to all the world. 

C: Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution as in the Gospel of Mark Mark 14:22–25 
P: 22And as [Jesus and His disciples] were eating, [Jesus] took bread, and after 

blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23And 
he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all 
drank of it. 24And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is 
poured out for many. 25Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of 
the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C:   And  also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 

Prayer (Based on Mark 13:24–27)  
P: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, You have told us that in the last days, after tribulation, the 

sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be 
falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. But we take 
hope from Your Gospel, confirmed to us in Your body and blood given to us, that 
we will see You, the Son of Man, coming in clouds with great power and glory. 
And You will send out the angels and gather us, Your elect, from the four winds, 
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven, to be with You for eternity. 

C:  Amen. 



12 

Benediction (Blessing) (Based on Mark 5:34; 10:52) 
P: As you have already heard this day, the words of Jesus which He spoke to others 

while here on Earth, these are words which He speaks to you as well today: 
  “My children, your sins are forgiven.”  
  “Go your way; your faith has made you well.”  
  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

Closing Hymn              Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring                   LSB 353 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
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INDOOR Communion  
  Sunday, December 20, 11:15 A.M.- Noon 

Pastor, Communion Elders and Ushers will wear masks and gloves 
 and use sanitizer to clean off tables, trays, etc. 

Communion Distribution Process 

 An usher will greet you as you enter the lot.  
o Please park in west spots outside the gym. 
o Handicapped may pull into one of the curbside spots near the gym 

ramp.  
 You can let an usher know if you would need Communion 

brought to your car by Pastor and an Elder, using a tray to 
deliver it. The tray is wiped down after use. 

 Enter the gym via the door at the top of the ramp. 
 When you enter the gym, you will see spots for waiting marked on the floor. 

(Usher will help find spots to wait). 
 When you are invited, approach the Communion kneelers. Families may stay 

together. 
 You will receive a Communion liturgy card to follow. 
 Pastor will place a wafer in your hand. 
 An Elder will place an individual cup on the rail.  

o Please indicate if you desire alcohol removed wine. 
 Pastor & Elder will speak brief words of distribution as you take the bread and 

wine. 
 Put your cup in the container provided. You will exit the gym through the 

northeast door. If you need to use the ramp to leave the gym an usher will 
accompany you out the door and make sure you are safely out of the building 
and on the way to your car. 
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Thank You for Beautifying our Worship Areas with Poinsettias 
 

Norm Ballet – To the glory of God; 

Joan Blasko – (2 plants) In memory of parents Elizabeth & Edward Yarusinsky 

and to the glory of God; 

Sheila Bunnell – (2 plants) To the glory of God; 

Jim Franz – (2 plants) In memory of his mother, father, brother, sister and grandparents; 

The Henkel & Molinaro Families – In memory of Mavis Henkel; 

Paul & Linda Groh – In appreciation of family; 

John & Karen Kozlik – (2 plants) To the glory of God; 

Maria Kube – (3 plants) In memory of Maria’s parents Max & Ivanka Kopac,  

Cal’s parents Edwin & Beulah Kube, and husband Calvin;  

Chris Mason – (3 plants) In memory of Christine Roberts, Noreen Heyde, Helen Mason 
and Earl Mason; 

George & Suzy Lietzau McCahey – (2 plants) In memory of Donna & Roger Lietzau 
and River & George McCahey Sr.; 

Bill & Lynda Oesterreich – To the glory of God; 

Rasmussen, Souza, & Kazarian Families – (3 plants) In memory of Grace Gibson,  

Art & Evelyn Rasmussen, Bill & Alice Souza and Mark Souza; 

David & Cheryl Ross – (3 plants) In memory of Gordon & Carol Gillings  

and George & Jean Ross and to the glory of God; 

Dawn Werfelmann – (2 plants) To the glory of God. 

 

Your Poinsettia’s will be available for pickup after the Christmas day worship 
service during communion or arrange to pick them up with the church office the 
following week. Contact the church office at 847-244-9647 with any questions.  
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DECEMBER  2020 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

December 16 
 Advent Midweek Devotion Livestream – 6:30PM 

December 20 
 Livestream Worship - 9AM 

Annual Christmas Music Game (Zoom) 10:15AM – 11AM 
Indoor Communion 11:15AM - Noon 

December 24 
Christmas Eve Outdoor Devotion (Bethel Garage) – 5:00PM 

Christmas Eve Livestream Worship – 6:30PM 

December 25 
 Indoor Communion (In Gym) 11:15AM – Noon 

December 27 
 Livestream Worship - 9AM 

Advent Bible Study on JOY (Zoom) – 10:15am-11AM 
 

Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht – Organists 
 Ann Souza - Music Director  

Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
 David Ziegler - Handbell Director 

Contact the office if you have any questions about the schedule. Ushers are 
always needed for indoor communion. If you are interested in being an 
usher contact elders@bethelgurnee.org or Katrina Johns at 
katrina@bethelgurnee.org .   
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Christmas Eve &  
Christmas Day Worship 

The following are additional details about our Christmas 2020 
Worship schedule for December 24th and 25th:   

Christmas Eve Outdoor Devotional 
Date & Time: December 24th at 5:00PM 

Location: Near the Bethel Garage 

Details: Anyone who would like to attend will gather outside around the 
modern version of the stable, the Bethel garage, in the back corner of the 
parking lot. Pastor Squires will lead a 30-minute devotion with singing of carols, 
Bible readings, and a devotion. To provide light please bring your own candle, 
lantern, flashlight, or phone light. There will be cones to mark out the area by 
the garage. Please park near the garage, wear masks, and keep physically 
distanced from those not in your household. For those unable to join us 
outside, we will also attempt to livestream on Facebook using a simple one 
camera setup. 
   

Christmas Worship Livestream 
Date & Time: December 24th, at 6:30PM 

Location: Livestream Link 

Details: There will be one Christmas service. It can be watched live at 6:30PM, 
or anytime on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, depending on your family's 
tradition. This service will include special music from our Bethel choir and 
youth, along with some new ways to include others in the service. Please note 
that there will not be a different worship service posted for Christmas Day. 
 

Christmas Day In-Person Communion 
Date & Time: December 25th from 11:15AM-Noon 

Location: Bethel Gym 

Details: This indoor communion (in the gym) will be like the communion 
process we currently follow. However, Pastor will add brief moments of 
readings and devotional words as people come and go for Communion.  


