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The Christmas Story & Carols 
A liturgy (order of worship) built around telling the whole story  

of the birth of Jesus Christ, Our Savior, and celebrating with our singing. 

Opening Anthem           In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born     Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 

truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 
 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born 
A Child of low degree 
All wrapped in swaddling clothes 
He lay upon His mother's knee 
All wrapped in swaddling clothes He lay 
The Word made flesh on earth 
While all the stars came dancing 
'Round to celebrate His birth 
Gloria, gloria to celebrate His birth 
 
In Bethlehem a Babe was born 
As prophets once foretold 
He left behind Him all the joys 
Heaven's gates could hold 
He left behind Him all the joys 
And all He knew so well 
To take the form of man 
And with us all to dwell 
Gloria, gloria and with us all to dwell 
 
In Bethlehem a Babe was born 
Upon a Christmas day 
And all who came to see the Babe 
Fell on their knees to pray 
And all who came to see the Babe 
Asleep and unaware 
Would hear the angels happy song 
And feel God's presence there 
Gloria, gloria and feel God's presence there 
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Call to Worship           Psalm 51:15, liturgical text 
P:  O Lord, open my lips, 
C:  and my mouth shall declare Your praise. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. Alleluia, alleluia! 
P: Give glory to God, our light and our life. 
C: Oh, come, let us worship Him.  

Overture Hymn        Once in Royal David's City            LSB 376 sts. 1–3 
Called an overture hymn because it tells the whole story which we’ll hear in God’s Word tonight. 
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Versicles (Scripture Sentences) for Christmas Eve  Isaiah 11:1-5 (ESV)  
P: 1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
  2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
  the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the Spirit of counsel and might, 
  the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
  3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
C: A little child shall lead us. 
 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him. 
P: He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
  4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
  and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
  5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
C: A little child shall lead us. 
 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him. 
Overture Hymn (continued)  Once in Royal David's City       LSB 376 sts. 4–5 
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(continued)  Versicles for Christmas Eve             Isaiah 11:6-10 (ESV) 
P: 6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
  and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
  and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
   and a little child shall lead them. 
  7The cow and the bear shall graze; 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
   8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
   and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
C: A little child shall lead us. 
 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him. 
P: 9They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; 
  for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
   as the waters cover the sea. 
  10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples 
  —of him shall the nations inquire, and his dwelling place shall be glorious. 
C: A little child shall lead us. 
 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him. 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P:  The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P:  Let us pray. O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of 

Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as 
our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to 
be our Judge; through  the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    

C:   Amen. 
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Confession of Sins 
P: Your prayer has been answered.  Jesus has indeed come to set us free from our 

sins.  So on this evening as we praise the Father for sending His Son, we are 
bold and confident to approach the Lord, admitting our sin, and clinging to 
His forgiveness…. Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners 
confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have 
sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for 
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to 
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Absolution (Forgiveness) 
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.      

C:   Amen. 
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Magnificat (“Magnify”—Mary’s Song)          My Soul Rejoices    LSB 933 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
© 1991 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

➀ Christmas Gospel (Birth of Jesus Foretold)                      Luke 1:26–38 (ESV) 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at 
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel 
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said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He 
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  
35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called 
holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of 
the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

➁ Christmas Gospel (Mary Visits Elizabeth; Magnifcat)  Luke 1:39–56 (ESV)   
 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in 
Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when 
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting 
came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who 
believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
 46And Mary said, 
  “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
  48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
  For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
  49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
  50And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
  51He has shown strength with his arm; 
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
  52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
   and exalted those of humble estate; 
  53he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent empty away. 
  54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
  55as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 
56And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home. 
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Anthem   Gentle Mary, Tender Mary     Adult Choir  
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 

truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

Gentle Mary, tender Mary, in a humble stable bed; 
Gentle Mary, lovely Mary, come and rest your weary head. 
All is calm, all is bright; sing a lullaby tonight. 
Gentle Mary, tender Mary, in a lowly manger bed. 

Gentle Mary, tender Mary, God has given you a son.  
Gentle Mary lovely Mary: Jesus Christ, the blessed one. 
Sleep in peace, little Child, infant holy, meek and mild. 
Gentle Mary, tender Mary, God has given you a son. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 
Gentle Mary, tender Mary, God has given you a so. 

➂ Christmas Gospel (The Birth of John the Baptist; Zechariah's Song) 
Luke 1:57-58,59b-64,67,68–80 (ESV)  

 57Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58And her 
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they 
rejoiced with her. 59…And they would have called him Zechariah after his father, 60but his 
mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” 61And they said to her, “None of your 
relatives is called by this name.” 62And they made signs to his father [who could not 
speak because he doubted God], inquiring what he wanted him to be called. 63And he 
asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered. 64And 
immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God.
 67And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 

 68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people 
 69and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, 
  70as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
  71that we should be saved from our enemies 
  and from the hand of all who hate us; 
  72to show the mercy promised to our fathers 
  and to remember his holy covenant, 
  73the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 
  74that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
  might serve him without fear, 
  75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
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 76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
  for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
  77to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, 
  78because of the tender mercy of our God, 
  whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
  79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
  to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
80And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the 
day of his public appearance to Israel.  

➃ Christmas Gospel (The Birth of Jesus; Shepherds)           Luke 2:1–20 (ESV) 
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to give 
birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, 
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 
11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And 
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying,    14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
those with whom he is pleased!” 

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that 
had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her 
heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them. 
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Carol    Angels We Have Heard on High       LSB 368 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Children’s Message   

Sermon          “We Are Wolves, Lambs, Leopards, Goats, Calves, Lions, 
    Cows, Bears, Cobras, and Adders,  
    and We Need a Little Child to Lead Us”         Isaiah 11:6-8 

Confession of Faith                       Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  
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Carol     What Child Is This                      LSB 370 
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Instrumental Anthem  Angels from the Realms of Glory 
 
Prayers   
We offer our thanks to God for His blessings and that we can return thanks with our offerings.  
We also lift up our prayers to God for immediate thanksgivings and needs. 

 Pastor prays then leads into this printed prayer. . . 

Almighty and everlasting God, You caused Your only-begotten Son to be born of 
the blessed virgin Mary for our salvation. Bless our keeping of this Christmastide, 
remembering the wonders of that sacred birth, so that we may ponder and adore 
the mystery of His holy incarnation and may joyfully partake in His divine grace 
unto life eternal; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C:   Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Lighting of the Candles 
(At home, please use candles or flashlights or the lights on your mobile phones.) 
 

P: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, C:   the light no darkness can overcome. 
P:  Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, C:   and the day is almost over. 
P:  Let Your light scatter the darkness C:   and illumine Your Church. 

Closing Hymn               Silent Night, Holy Night                     LSB 363, sts. 1-2 
1 Silent night, holy night!  

All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

2 Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born!

 

Continued next page 
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Benediction                                                     based on Micah 5:2-5a 

P: Jesus now stands and shepherds his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
  And you, His flock, dwell secure in Him,  
  for now He is great to the ends of the earth.  And He is your peace. 
  The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
  bless you and always watch over you.    C:   Amen. 
Silent Night, Holy Night                 LSB 363, st. 3 
3 Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.  

Closing Hymn                               Joy to the World LSB 387 
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Thank You for Beautifying our Worship Areas with Poinsettias 
 

Norm Ballet – To the glory of God; 

Joan Blasko – (2 plants) In memory of parents Elizabeth & Edward Yarusinsky 

and to the glory of God; 

Sheila Bunnell – (2 plants) To the glory of God; 

Jim Franz – (2 plants) In memory of his mother, father, brother, sister and grandparents; 

The Henkel & Molinaro Families – In memory of Mavis Henkel; 

Paul & Linda Groh – In appreciation of family; 

John & Karen Kozlik – (2 plants) To the glory of God; 

Maria Kube – (3 plants) In memory of Maria’s parents Max & Ivanka Kopac,  

Cal’s parents Edwin & Beulah Kube, and husband Calvin;  

Chris Mason – (3 plants) In memory of Christine Roberts, Noreen Heyde, Helen Mason 
and Earl Mason; 

George & Suzy Lietzau McCahey – (2 plants) In memory of Donna & Roger Lietzau 
and River & George McCahey Sr.; 

Bill & Lynda Oesterreich – To the glory of God; 

Rasmussen, Souza, & Kazarian Families – (3 plants) In memory of Grace Gibson,  

Art & Evelyn Rasmussen, Bill & Alice Souza and Mark Souza; 

David & Cheryl Ross – (3 plants) In memory of Gordon & Carol Gillings  

and George & Jean Ross; 

Dawn Werfelmann – (2 plants) To the glory of God. 

 

Your Poinsettia’s will be available for pickup after the Christmas day worship 
service during communion or arrange to pick them up with the church office the 
following week. Contact the church office at 847-244-9647 with any questions.  
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Christmas Eve &  
Christmas Day Worship 

The following are additional details about our Christmas 2020 
Worship schedule for December 24th and 25th:   

Christmas Eve Outdoor Devotional 
Date & Time: December 24th at 5:00PM 

Location: Near the Bethel Garage 

Details: Anyone who would like to attend will gather outside around the 
modern version of the stable, the Bethel garage, in the back corner of the 
parking lot. Pastor Squires will lead a 30-minute devotion with singing of carols, 
Bible readings, and a devotion. To provide light please bring your own candle, 
lantern, flashlight, or phone light. There will be cones to mark out the area by 
the garage. Please park near the garage, wear masks, and keep physically 
distanced from those not in your household. For those unable to join us 
outside, we will also attempt to livestream on Facebook using a simple one 
camera setup. 
   

Christmas Worship Livestream 
Date & Time: December 24th, at 6:30PM 

Location: Livestream Link 

Details: There will be one Christmas service. It can be watched live at 6:30PM, 
or anytime on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, depending on your family's 
tradition. This service will include special music from our Bethel choir and 
youth, along with some new ways to include others in the service. Please note 
that there will not be a different worship service posted for Christmas Day. 
 

Christmas Day In-Person Communion 
Date & Time: December 25th from 11:15AM-Noon 

Location: Bethel Gym 

Details: This indoor communion (in the gym) will be like the communion 
process we currently follow. However, Pastor will add brief moments of 
readings and devotional words as people come and go for Communion.  

 


