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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
DAWN WERFELMANN IN GRATITUDE FOR ALL WHO MAKE VIRTUAL WORSHIP POSSIBLE.  

500TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION 
This service is compiled from Scripture and the Book of Concord in celebration of the 

500th Anniversary of the Reformation—October 31, 1517. 

“Concordia comes from two Latin words meaning ‘with’ and ‘heart.’ It 
describes a commitment to the truth so strong and so deep, it is as if 
those who share it have a single heart beat. The Book of Concord 
contains documents which Christians from the fourth to the 16th 
century A.D. explained what they believed and taught on the basis of 
the Holy Scriptures. It includes, first, the three creeds which originated in the ancient 
church, the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed. It contains, 
secondly, the Reformation writings known as the Augsburg Confession, the Apology of 
the Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald Articles, the Treatise on the Power and Primacy 
of the Pope, Luther’s Small and Large Catechisms, and the Formula of Concord.”1 

Preface 
P: In these Last Times and in this old age of the world,  
  what a remarkable favor of Almighty God has arisen, 
  According to His unspeakable love, patience, and mercy,  
  He willed that the light of His Gospel and Word— 
  through which alone we receive true salvation— 
C: This Gospel should arise and shine clearly and purely. 
P: Therefore, a brief and concise Confession of faith— 
  a declaration of what we believe—was prepared from God’s Word— 
  the most holy writings of the prophets and apostles.2 
  The first and chief article of faith is this:  
C: Jesus Christ, our God and Lord,  
 “was put to death for our trespasses  
 and raised again for our justification.” 
 He alone is “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” 
 Alleluia. Amen. 
P: On this article of faith rests all that we teach and practice.3 

 
1 Introduction/Overview, Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions—A Reader’s Edition, pp. 9,13. 
2 Preface to the Christian Book of Concord, ¶ 2. 
3 Smalcald Articles, Part II, I, ¶ 1-2,5. 
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Opening Hymn           Come, My Soul, with Every Care LSB 779 sts. 1–2, 5–6 

 

 

Invocation and Declaration of the Trinity      
P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen. 
P:  Our churches teach in accordance with the historic Creeds: 
C: That there is one God— 
P: One undivided divine essence,  
C: And that this one God is Trinity— 
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit— 
P: Three distinct and coeternal persons of the same divine essence. 
C: And we believe that the Holy Scriptures truly testify to this. Amen.4 

Confession (Admission) of Sin 
P:  We believe, teach, and confess that the distinction between law and Gospel is to 

be kept in the Church with great diligence as a particularly brilliant light, so that 
the Word of God may be divided rightly. The law is a divine doctrine which 
teaches what is right and God-pleasing  

C: and which condemns everything that is sinful and contrary to God’s will.5 
P: Since the fall of Adam all people are conceived and born in sin.  
C: No one by nature is able to have true fear of God and true faith in God. 
 

 
4 Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Part I, ¶ 1-2. 
5 Formula of Concord, Epitome, V, ¶ 1-2. 
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P: This inborn sickness and hereditary sin condemns and brings the eternal wrath of 
God on all those who are not born again through Baptism and the Holy Spirit.6 

C: This is the essence of a genuinely Christian life,  
 to acknowledge that we are sinners  
 and to pray for grace. Amen.7  
P:  The crowd at Pentecost—confronted with their sin—they asked the Apostles,  
  “Brothers, what shall we do?” Having heard the condemnation of our sin in 

the Law of God, we find ourselves asking the same question. For this, we turn 
to the Gospel which teaches what we are to believe:  

C: Christ has satisfied and paid for all guilt, 
 without any merit of our own,  
 and has won the forgiveness of sins and eternal life for us. 
P: This Gospel is a comforting and joyful message which  
  comforts our consciences terrified by the law,  
  points us only to the merit of Christ,  
  and raises us up again by the delightful proclamation of God’s grace and favor.8 

According to this Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in His stead,  
I forgive you your sins  
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

Response of Thanksgiving for the Absolution LSB 805 

 

 

 
 
 

 
6 Augsburg Confession, II, ¶ 1-2. 
7 Large Catechism, Part V, Exhortation, ¶ 9. 
8 Formula of Concord, Epitome, V, ¶ 4,6. 
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, 

relying on the hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your 
mighty power; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Anthem Ere You Left Your Room This Morning   Adult Choir                    
  Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for 

you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

Ere you left your room this morning, Did you think to pray? 
In the name of Christ, our Savior, Did you sue for loving favor  
As a shield today? 

O how praying rests the weary! Prayer will change the night to day; 
So when life gets dark and dreary, Don’t forget to pray. 

When your heart was filled with anger, Did you think to pray? 
Did you plead for grace, my brother, That you might  forgive another  
Who had crossed your way? 

O how praying rests the weary! Prayer will change the night to day; 
So when life gets dark and dreary, Don’t forget to pray. 

When sore trials came upon you, Did you think to pray! 
When your sould was full of sorrow, Balm of Gilead did you borrow 
At the gates of day? 

O how praying rests the weary! Prayer will change the night to day; 
So when life gets dark and dreary, Don’t forget to pray. 
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Our Confession of Faith Regarding the Scriptures 
P: We believe, teach, and confess that the only measure to which all doctrines and 

teachers are to be evaluated and judged are: 
C: the prophetic and apostolic writings of the Old and New Testaments, 
P: As it is written in Psalm 119,  
C: “Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  
P: We believe, teach, and confess that this faith  
  is not a mere knowledge of the stories about Christ,  
C: but it is God’s gift. 
P: By this gift we rightly recognize Christ as 
C: our Redeemer in the Word of the Gospel.  
P: We trust that only by His obedience, and by grace,  
C: we have forgiveness of sins,  
P: are regarded as holy and righteous by God the Father,  
C: and shall be saved eternally.9 
P: Hear now the Word of the Lord. 

Old Testament Reading                            Isaiah 40:21–31 (ESV) 
21Do you not know? Do you not hear? 
 Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
 Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
 and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; 
 23who brings princes to nothing,  
 and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. 
  24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
  scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
   when he blows on them, and they wither, 
   and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
25To whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy One. 
26Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? 
 He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, 
 by the greatness of his might, and because he is strong in power  
  not one is missing. 
 

 
9 Formula of Concord, Epitome, 0, ¶ 1; III, ¶ 6. 
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27Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, 
 “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
28Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
 The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
 He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 
 29He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. 
  30Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; 
 31but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; 
 they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
 they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.       
C: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm Reading                  Psalm 147:1–11 (ESV) 
1Praise the LORD! 
For it is good to sing praises to our God; 
 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
2The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 
 he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
3He heals the brokenhearted 
 and binds up their wounds. 
4He determines the number of the stars; 
 he gives to all of them their names. 
5Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
 his understanding is beyond measure. 
6The LORD lifts up the humble; 
 he casts the wicked to the ground. 
7Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 
 make melody to our God on the lyre! 
8He covers the heavens with clouds; 
 he prepares rain for the earth; 
 he makes grass grow on the hills. 
9He gives to the beasts their food, 
 and to the young ravens that cry. 
10His delight is not in the strength of the horse, 
 nor his pleasure in the legs of a man, 
11but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 
 in those who hope in his steadfast love. 
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.       
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Song of Praise     Here I am To Worship      
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Holy Gospel                     Mark 1:29–39 (ESV) 
29Immediately [Jesus] left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and 

Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and 
immediately they told him about her. 31And he came and took her by the hand and 
lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 

32That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by 
demons. 33And the whole city was gathered together at the door. 34And he healed 
many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would 
not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. 

35And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and 
went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. 36And Simon and those who were 
with him searched for him, 37and they found him and said to him, “Everyone is 
looking for you.” 38And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may 
preach there also, for that is why I came out.” 39And he went throughout all Galilee, 
preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons. 

P: O Lord, have mercy on us.        
C: Thanks be to God. 

Confession of Faith           Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. —I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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Hymn of the Day       Be Still, My Soul, before the Lord   LSB 771 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1984, 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Text: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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Sermon     “Don’t Forget to Practice Reflection in Your Desolate Place”  

Offertory      LSB 785, sts. 1&3 

 

 

 

 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  
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Communion Distribution 
Communion will be held in the Bethel gym from 11:15am until Noon. Additional details on the 
communion process are available at the end of this bulletin. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
P: We believe, teach, and confess that in the Holy Supper 
C: the body and blood of Christ are truly present 
 and that they are truly given and received with the bread and wine.10 
P: It is the Word of God that makes and sets this Sacrament apart.  
  So it is not mere bread and wine, but it is: 
C: The body and blood of Christ.11 
P: And we believe, teach, and confess that  
  we will not receive the Holy Supper to our condemnation, 
C: no matter how weak our faith, 
 as long as we retain a living faith.  
P: Christ instituted this Supper especially for Christians who are  
  weak in faith but repent of their sins,  
C: to grant us comfort and strengthen our weak faith.12  
P: Let us pray: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 

on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 
bear our sin and be our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 
the cross. 

C: Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
10 Formula of Concord, Epitome, VII, ¶ 6. 
11 Large Catechism, Part 5, ¶ 10.  
12 Formula of Concord, Epitome, VII, ¶ 19. 
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Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)  

Post-Communion Prayer 
P: Let us pray. Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we thank You, 

O Lord, that You forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit 
through this Holy Sacrament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C:   Amen. 

Benedicamus Domino (“Let us bless, the Lord”) & Benediction (Blessing) 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
P: It is also taught among us that faith in Jesus Christ should produce good fruits and 

good works and that we must do all such good works as God has commanded, 
C: but we should do them for God’s sake and honor, to the praise of His Holy Name.13 
P:  The Lord grant you His Fatherly mercy through Jesus Christ  
  giving you forgiveness of sin and all things pertaining to life and godliness, 

sending you His Holy Spirit so that He may rule your hearts  
  and you may serve Him in holiness and thanksgiving. 
C: Amen.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
13 Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Part I, VI ¶ 1. 
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Closing Hymn     Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer                            LSB 918 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
. 
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INDOOR Communion  

  Sunday February 7, 11:15 A.M.- Noon 

Pastor, Communion Elders and Ushers will wear masks and gloves 
 and use sanitizer to clean off tables, trays, etc. 

Communion Distribution Process 
 Please park in west spots outside the gym. 

o Handicapped may pull into one of the curbside spots near the gym 
ramp.  

 You can let an usher know if you would need Communion 
brought to your car by Pastor and an Elder, using a tray to 
deliver it. The tray is wiped down after use. 

 Enter the doors to the preschool. 
 When you enter the gym, you will see spots for waiting marked on the floor. 

(Usher will help find spots to wait). 
 When you are invited, approach the Communion kneelers. Families may stay 

together. 
 You will receive a Communion liturgy card to follow. 
 Pastor will place a wafer in your hand. 
 An Elder will place an individual cup on the rail.  

o Please indicate if you desire alcohol removed wine. 
 Pastor & Elder will speak brief words of distribution as you take the bread and 

wine. 
 Put your cup in the container provided. You will exit the gym through the 

northeast door. If you need to use the ramp to leave the gym an usher will 
accompany you out the door and make sure you are safely out of the building 
and on the way to your car. 
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FEBRUARY  
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday, February 7 
Livestream Worship - 9AM 

Bible Study (Zoom) – 10:15am-11AM 
Indoor Communion (In Gym) 11:15AM – Noon 

Sunday, February 14 
Livestream Worship - 9AM 

Bible Study (Zoom) – 10:15am-11AM 
Wednesday, February 17 – Ash Wednesday 

(Lenten Midweek Devotion with liturgy, reading, devotion by Pastor) 
Zoom – 6:30-7:00PM 

In-Person (In Gym*) – 7:15PM-7:45PM 
Sunday, February 21 

Livestream Worship - 9AM 
Bible Study (Zoom) – 10:15am-11AM 

Indoor Communion (In Gym) 11:15AM – Noon 
Wednesday, February 24 – Lenten Midweek 

(Lenten Midweek Devotion with liturgy, reading, devotion by Pastor) 
Zoom – 6:30-7:00PM 

In-Person (In Gym*) – 7:15PM-7:45PM 
Sunday, February 28 

Livestream Worship - 9AM 
Bible Study (Zoom) – 10:15am-11AM 

Contact the office if you have any questions about the schedule. Ushers are always 
needed for indoor communion. If you are interested in being an usher contact 
elders@bethelgurnee.org . 

*For in-person Lenten Midweek Devotion in the gym, seating will be physically 
distanced with masks required. 
 


