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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
TED & MARGIE TATGENHORST IN CELEBRATION OF THEIR 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

500TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION 
This service is compiled from Scripture and the Book of Concord in celebration of the 

500th Anniversary of the Reformation—October 31, 1517. 
“Concordia comes from two Latin words meaning ‘with’ and ‘heart.’ It 
describes a commitment to the truth so strong and so deep, it is as if 
those who share it have a single heart beat. The Book of Concord 
contains documents which Christians from the fourth to the 16th 
century A.D. explained what they believed and taught on the basis of 
the Holy Scriptures. It includes, first, the three creeds which originated in the ancient 
church, the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed. It contains, 
secondly, the Reformation writings known as the Augsburg Confession, the Apology of 
the Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald Articles, the Treatise on the Power and Primacy 
of the Pope, Luther’s Small and Large Catechisms, and the Formula of Concord.”1 

Preface 
P: In these Last Times and in this old age of the world,  
  what a remarkable favor of Almighty God has arisen, 
C: According to His unspeakable love, patience, and mercy,  
P: He willed that the light of His Gospel and Word— 
  through which alone we receive true salvation— 
C: This Gospel should arise and shine clearly and purely. 
P: Therefore, a brief and concise Confession of faith— 
C: a declaration of what we believe— 
P: was prepared from God’s Word— 
C: the most holy writings of the prophets and apostles.2 
P: The first and chief article of faith is this:  
C: Jesus Christ, our God and Lord,  
 “was put to death for our trespasses  
 and raised again for our justification.” 
 He alone is “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” 
 Alleluia. Amen. 
P: On this article of faith rests all that we teach and practice.3  

 
1 Introduction/Overview, Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions—A Reader’s Edition, pp. 9,13. 
2 Preface to the Christian Book of Concord, ¶ 2. 
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Transfiguration Verses  ’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here           LSB 414 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel of the Transfiguration        Mark 9:2-9 (ESV) 
2And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them 

up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his 
clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And 
there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5And 
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one 
for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6For he did not know what to say, for 
they were terrified. 7And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the 
cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” 8And suddenly, looking around, they 
no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. 

9And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one 
what they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  
P: O Lord, have mercy on us.        
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Invocation and Declaration of the Trinity      
P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen. 
P:  Our churches teach in accordance with the historic Creeds: 
C: That there is one God— 
P: One undivided divine essence,  
C: And that this one God is Trinity— 
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit— 
P: Three distinct and coeternal persons of the same divine essence. 
C: And we believe that the Holy Scriptures truly testify to this. Amen.3 
Invocation Verse  ’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here            LSB 414 st. 3 

 

 

 
Confession (Admission) of Sin 
P:  We believe, teach, and confess that the distinction between law and Gospel is to 

be kept in the Church with great diligence as a particularly brilliant light, so that 
the Word of God may be divided rightly. The law is a divine doctrine which 
teaches what is right and God-pleasing  

C: and which condemns everything that is sinful and contrary to God’s will.4 
P: Since the fall of Adam all people are conceived and born in sin.  
C: No one by nature is able to have true fear of God and true faith in God. 
P: This inborn sickness and hereditary sin condemns and brings the eternal wrath of 

God on all those who are not born again through Baptism and the Holy Spirit.5 
C: This is the essence of a genuinely Christian life,  
 to acknowledge that we are sinners  
 and to pray for grace. Amen.6  

 
3 Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Part I, ¶ 1-2. 
4 Formula of Concord, Epitome, V, ¶ 1-2. 
5 Augsburg Confession, II, ¶ 1-2. 
6 Large Catechism, Part V, Exhortation, ¶ 9. 
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P:  The crowd at Pentecost—confronted with their sin—they asked the Apostles,  
  “Brothers, what shall we do?” Having heard the condemnation of our sin in 

the Law of God, we find ourselves asking the same question. For this, we turn 
to the Gospel which teaches what we are to believe:  

C: Christ has satisfied and paid for all guilt, 
 without any merit of our own,  
 and has won the forgiveness of sins and eternal life for us. 
P: This Gospel is a comforting and joyful message which  
  comforts our consciences terrified by the law,  
  points us only to the merit of Christ,  
  and raises us up again by the delightful proclamation of God’s grace and favor.7 

According to this Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in His stead,  
I forgive you your sins  
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

Response of Thanksgiving for the Absolution LSB 414, sts. 4-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
7 Formula of Concord, Epitome, V, ¶ 4,6. 
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You 

confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In 
the voice that came from the bright cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our 
adoption by grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and 
bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Anthem    Come to the Mountain   Adult Choir                    
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for 

you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

Jesus took Peter, James and John up to the mountain to be alone. 
While they were watching Jesus was changed; and they saw Moses face to face. 
Come to the mountain to see the light. 
Come to the mountain to hear God’s Word. 
Go to the valley, it is your home. 
Go to the valley to serve the Lord. 

“This is my Son!” said a voice from the cloud. “Listen to him and do what he 
says!” 
Soon as it came that vision was gone, and they saw Jesus standing alone. 
Come to the mountain to see the light. 
Come to the mountain to hear God’s Word. 
Go to the valley, it is your home. 
Go to the valley to serve the Lord. 

We will be changed like Jesus our Lord; and live with him in heaven above. 
But while we live on this earthly home, our work as servants never is done. 
Come to the mountain to see the light. 
Come to the mountain to hear God’s Word. 
Go to the valley, it is your home. 
Go to the valley to serve the Lord. 
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Our Confession of Faith Regarding the Scriptures 
P: We believe, teach, and confess that the only measure to which all doctrines and 

teachers are to be evaluated and judged are: 
C: the prophetic and apostolic writings of the Old and New Testaments, 
P: As it is written in Psalm 119,  
C: “Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  
P: We believe, teach, and confess that this faith  
  is not a mere knowledge of the stories about Christ,  
C: but it is God’s gift. 
P: By this gift we rightly recognize Christ as 
C: our Redeemer in the Word of the Gospel.  
P: We trust that only by His obedience, and by grace,  
C: we have forgiveness of sins,  
P: are regarded as holy and righteous by God the Father,  
C: and shall be saved eternally.8 
P: Hear now the Word of the Lord. 

Old Testament Reading                           2 Kings 2:1–12 (The Voice) 

Elijah and Elisha were leaving Gilgal when the Eternal One planned to snatch Elijah up 
into the heavens by the power of a fierce dancing wind. 

Elijah (to Elisha): 2 I ask you to remain here. The Eternal has commanded me to go all 
the way to Bethel. 

Elisha: As certain as your own life and the life of the Eternal, I refuse to abandon you. 

So the two men traveled down to Bethel together, 3 where Elisha was approached by 
the prophets’ disciples who lived there. 

Prophets’ Disciples: Are you aware that the Eternal One is going to snatch Elijah, your 
mentor, away from you today? 

Elisha: Yes, I am aware of this. I want you to keep quiet about it. 

Elijah (to Elisha): 4 I beg you to remain here. The Eternal has commanded me to travel 
to Jericho. 

Elisha: As certain as your own life and the life of the Eternal, I refuse to abandon you. 

 
8 Formula of Concord, Epitome, 0, ¶ 1; III, ¶ 6. 
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The two men then traveled to Jericho together, 5 where the prophets’ disciples living 
in Jericho approached Elisha. 

Prophets’ Disciples: Are you aware that the Eternal One is going to snatch your 
mentor away from you today? 

Elisha: Yes, I am aware of this. I want you to keep quiet about it. 

Elijah (to Elisha): 6 I beg you to remain here. The Eternal One has commanded me to 
travel to the Jordan River. 

Elisha: As certain as your own life and the life of the Eternal, I refuse to abandon you. 

So the two men then traveled to the Jordan River together. 
7 While Elijah and Elisha were standing near the Jordan River, 50 of the prophets’ 
disciples from that area stood at a distance from them on the other side. 8 Elijah 
removed his cloak and rolled it up; then he struck the water with it, and the water 
divided. Elijah and Elisha then walked across on dry land. 9 After the two had made it 
to the other side of the Jordan, Elijah spoke to Elisha. 

Elijah: Tell me what it is you would like me to do for you before I am taken away from 
you. 

Elisha: Please, I wish to receive a double portion of your spirit. As your successor, I 
want to have twice the portion of your power. 

Elijah: 10 What you have requested of me is challenging, but it will be done if you 
witness my departure. But if you do not watch, then you will not have your double 
portion. 

11 Now as the two continued walking along and talking as they normally did, something 
incredible happened. A blazing chariot pulled by blazing horses stormed down from 
the heavens and came between Elijah and Elisha. Then Elijah was swept up into 
heaven by the fiery storm. 12 Elisha witnessed this amazing spectacle. 

Elisha: My father, O my father! The chariots and riders of Israel!  

L: O Lord, have mercy on us.       
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm         Psalm 50:1–6 (ESV) 
1The Mighty One, God the LORD, 
 speaks and summons the earth 
 from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
2Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 
 God shines forth. 
3Our God comes; he does not keep silence; 
 before him is a devouring fire, 
 around him a mighty tempest. 
4He calls to the heavens above 
 and to the earth, that he may judge his people: 
5“Gather to me my faithful ones, 
 who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!” 
6The heavens declare his righteousness, 
 for God himself is judge! 
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.       
C: Thanks be to God. 

Song of Praise        We Will Glorify    
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Confession of Faith           Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. —I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Hymn of the Day   God of the Prophets, Bless the Prophets’ Sons  LSB 682 sts. 1–3, 5 
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Sermon      “Elisha’s Transfiguration Mountain Experience”    2 Kings 2:1-12 

Offertory     LSB 785, sts. 1&3 

 

 

 

 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benedicamus Domino (“Let us bless, the Lord”) & Benediction (Blessing) 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
P: It is also taught among us that faith in Jesus Christ should produce good fruits and 

good works and that we must do all such good works as God has commanded, 
C: but we should do them for God’s sake and honor, to the praise of His Holy Name.9 
P:  The Lord grant you His Fatherly mercy through Jesus Christ  
  giving you forgiveness of sin and all things pertaining to life and godliness, 

sending you His Holy Spirit so that He may rule your hearts  
  and you may serve Him in holiness and thanksgiving. 
C: Amen.  
 

Based on the Hebrew word, Hallelujah, 
meaning “Praise the Lord,” alleluia has 
been a word of great praise to God in the 
life of the church and was prominent in 
early Christian liturgies. Because of the 
repentant and sorrowful character of the 
season of Lent, singing or saying the word 
“alleluia” has historically been suspended 
during Lent’s forty days. This period of 
individual and congregational reflection 
on the quality of our baptismal faith and 
life suggests that the joyful nature of 
alleluia is more appropriately reserved for 
our Easter celebrations when it is given full 
and jubilant voice.10 

 

 

  

 

 

 
9 Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Part I, VI ¶ 1. 
10 https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Why_don't_we_use_alleluias_during_Lent.pdf 
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Closing Hymn         Alleluia, Alleluia, Hearts to Heav’n                                LSB 477 

 

 

 

 
Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Announcements 
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FEBRUARY  
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday, February 14 
Livestream Worship - 9AM 

Bible Study (Zoom) – 10:15am-11AM 
Wednesday, February 17 – Ash Wednesday 

(Lenten Midweek Devotion with liturgy, reading, devotion by Pastor) 
Zoom – 6:30-7:00PM 

In-Person (In Gym*) – 7:15PM-7:45PM 
Sunday, February 21 

Livestream Worship - 9AM 
Bible Study (Zoom) – 10:15am-11AM 

Indoor Communion (In Gym) 11:15AM – Noon 
Wednesday, February 24 – Lenten Midweek 

(Lenten Midweek Devotion with liturgy, reading, devotion by Pastor) 
Zoom – 6:30-7:00PM 

In-Person (In Gym*) – 7:15PM-7:45PM 
Sunday, February 28 

Livestream Worship - 9AM 
Bible Study (Zoom) – 10:15am-11AM 

Contact the office if you have any questions about the schedule. Ushers are always 
needed for indoor communion. If you are interested in being an usher contact 
elders@bethelgurnee.org . 

*For in-person Lenten Midweek Devotion in the gym, seating will be physically 
distanced with masks required. 
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When The Great Spirit Walked Among Us 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 
Sundays from 10:15-11:00AM (Zoom) 

 
What if....we could hear the Gospels again for 
the first time? 
 
What if....you didn’t know the story of Jesus? 
 
What if....you think you know the story of 
Jesus....but sometimes get lost in trying to read 
the Bible? 

 
Terry Wildman in his ministry to First Nations 
peoples set out to new translation and 
paraphrase of the Sacred Writings retold When 
the Great Spirit Walked Among Us is a harmony 
of the four Gospels combined into a single 
narrative and then retold for Native Americans 
and all First Nations English speaking peoples. 

 Each week, we will read short portions of The Great Spirit Walked Among 
Us. 

 We’ll then discuss in breakout groups, especially comparing the 
paraphrase with the Gospels in our regular Bibles. 

 Our goal: Hear the Gospel again in a fresh new way, seeing the incredible 
things that God was doing and is doing in Jesus Christ.  

 Meanwhile, we’ll also learn about Terry Wildman along the way and his 
vision for Gospel ministry to First Nations Peoples. For this, we’ll hear 
from Pastor’s Zoom conversation with Wildman. 

The zoom link will be sent via email. 
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God’s Heart, Your Heart, Our Hearts 

Devotion & Sermon Series  
for Lent, Holy Week, and Easter 

 What is on God the Father’s Heart? 
 What does it mean to return with all of my heart? 

 How does God write His Word on our hearts? 

Lenten Wednesdays Midweek Devotion 

February 17-March 24 
(Liturgy, Reading, Devotional by Pastor) 

6:30-7:00PM – Zoom 
7:15-7:45PM – In-Person 

Sunday Worship 

February 21-March 28 

 

Holy Week 

Maundy Thurs – April 1 

Good Friday – April 2 

Easter – April  4
 


