BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647

Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
THE KOZLIK FAMILY IN CELEBRATION OF KATERYNA’S 8TH BIRTHDAY

MATINS

This service is adapted from Matins (prayer at early dawn) in Lutheran Service Book.
Opening Hymn

Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice
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LSB 556 sts. 1, 4, 7–8

Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Remembrance of Baptism
LSB Agenda 20, alt.
P: In Holy Baptism God the Father has made us members of His Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, and inheritors of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian
and apostolic Church. We receive one another in the Name of Jesus as
brothers and sisters in Christ, so that together we might hear His Word,
receive His gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of
darkness into His marvelous light. C: Amen.
Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness)
LSB 151
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:8-9
P: We have come together today to hear God’s Word, pray to Him and praise Him,
and receive the gifts of His forgiveness. So let us first admit that we’re not
worthy of His love. Let us confess to God and confess to each other that we’ve
sinned. We are sinners in what we think, what we do, what we don’t do, and
there’s no way out of this by our own actions. All we can do as God’s people is to
seek His mercy and forgiveness that comes to us through Jesus Christ.
C: O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.
Luke 18:13
P: O almighty God, merciful Father,
LSB 184
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death
of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,
I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
John 20:19-23
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Opening Verses for Lent
P: O Lord, open my lips,
C: and my mouth will declare Your praise.
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
C: make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation.
P: The Lord has redeemed His people.
C: O come, let us worship Him.
Venite (“O Come, Let Us Sing”)

LSB 219

LSB 220
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Antiphon (repeated verse)
P: The Lord has redeemed His people.
C: O come, let us worship Him.
Anthem

Nearer, My God, to Thee

Adult Choir

 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for
you today. Maintain this as meditative time.

Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!
E’en though it be a cross that raiseth me,
still all my song shall be, nearer, my God, to thee;
nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!
Though like the wanderer, the sun gone down,
Darkness be over me, my rest a stone;
yet in my dreams I’d be nearer, my God, to thee;
nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!
Then, with my waking thoughts bright with thy praise,
Out of my stony griefs Bethel I’ll raise;
so by my woes to be nearer, my God, to thee;
nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!
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Psalm Reading
1

To you, O LORD,
I lift up my soul.
2
O my God, in you I trust;
let me not be put to shame;
let not my enemies exult over me.
3
Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame;
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
4
Make me to know your ways, O LORD;
teach me your paths.
5
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all the day long.
6
Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.
7
Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for the sake of your goodness, O LORD!
8
Good and upright is the LORD;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9
He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble his way.
10
All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning is now and will be forever. Amen.

Psalm 25:1–10 (ESV)

Holy Gospel
Mark 1:9–15 (ESV)
9
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens
opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”
12
The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13And he was in the
wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and
the angels were ministering to him.
14
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and
believe in the gospel.”
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
6

Song of Praise

Good, Good Father

Continued on next page
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Old Testament Reading

Genesis 22:1–18 (ESV)

1

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here
am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell
you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young
men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and
went to the place of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes
and saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the
donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6And Abraham
took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the
fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father
Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide for
himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.
9
When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there
and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11But the
angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said,
“Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I
know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”
13
And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a
thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt
offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will
provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the L ORD it shall be provided.”
15
And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and said, “By
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myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld
your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the
stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the
gate of his enemies, 18and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed,
because you have obeyed my voice.”
P: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Collect (Prayer of the Day) for the 1st Sunday in Lent
P: O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought
them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following
our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory
of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Hymn of the Day

The Lamb

LSB 547 sts. 1, ref, 2–4

Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267
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Sermon

“The Heart of the Father”

Genesis 22:1-18

Canticle (Luke 1:68-69 in song) Sing Praise to the God of Israel

LSB 936 st. 1

Prayers
The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed
are invited to receive Communion with us
if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,
truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing
from the Lord.
Communion Distribution
Communion will be held in the Bethel gym from 11:15am until Noon. Additional details on the
communion process are available at the end of this bulletin.

10

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P: We pray: Holy God, mighty Lord,
C: gracious Father:
P: Endless is Your mercy and eternal Your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
C: Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
P: Through Abraham, You promised to bless all nations.
Through the prophets, You renewed Your promise.
C: And now in these last days, You have sent Your Son.
P: Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup,
C: We remember the life our Lord offered for us.
P: And believing the witness of His resurrection and His promise to return again,
C: We wait to share in the great and promised feast.
P: Send now, we pray,
C: Your Holy Spirit,
P: So that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood,
C: May receive Him with a living faith. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
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Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)
LSB 227

Post-Communion Prayer
P: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that
for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. C: Amen.
Collect for Guidance
P: Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most gracious favor, and further us
with your continual help that in all our doings begun, continued, and ended in
You we may glorify Your holy name and finally by your mercy obtain eternal
salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
LSB 227

Benediction (Blessing)
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.

12

Closing Hymn

My Faith Looks Up to Thee

Announcements
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LSB 702

UPCOMING
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, February 21
Livestream Worship - 9AM
Bible Study (Zoom) – 10:15am-11AM
Indoor Communion (In Gym) 11:15AM – Noon
Wednesday, February 24 – Lenten Midweek
(Lenten Midweek Devotion with liturgy, reading, devotion by Pastor)
Zoom – 6:30-7:00PM
In-Person (In Gym*) – 7:15PM-7:45PM
Sunday, February 28
Livestream Worship - 9AM
Bible Study (Zoom) – 10:15am-11AM

Wednesday, March 3 – Lenten Midweek
(Lenten Midweek Devotion with liturgy, reading, devotion by Pastor)
Zoom – 6:30-7:00PM
In-Person (In Gym*) – 7:15PM-7:45PM
Sunday, March 7
Livestream Worship - 9AM
Bible Study (Zoom) – 10:15am-11AM
Indoor Communion (In Gym) 11:15AM – Noon
Contact the office if you have any questions about the schedule. Ushers are always
needed for indoor communion. If you are interested in being an usher contact
elders@bethelgurnee.org .
*For in-person Lenten Midweek Devotion in the gym, seating will be physically
distanced with masks required.
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INDOOR Communion
Sunday February 21, 11:15 A.M.- Noon
Pastor, Communion Elders and Ushers will wear masks and gloves
and use sanitizer to clean off tables, trays, etc.











Communion Distribution Process
Please park in west spots outside the gym.
o Handicapped may pull into one of the curbside spots near the gym
ramp.
 You can let an usher know if you would need Communion
brought to your car by Pastor and an Elder, using a tray to
deliver it. The tray is wiped down after use.
Enter the doors to the preschool.
When you enter the gym, you will see spots for waiting marked on the floor.
(Usher will help find spots to wait).
When you are invited, approach the Communion kneelers. Families may stay
together.
You will receive a Communion liturgy card to follow.
Pastor will place a wafer in your hand.
An Elder will place an individual cup on the rail.
o Please indicate if you desire alcohol removed wine.
Pastor & Elder will speak brief words of distribution as you take the bread and
wine.
Put your cup in the container provided. You will exit the gym through the
northeast door. If you need to use the ramp to leave the gym an usher will
accompany you out the door and make sure you are safely out of the building
and on the way to your car.
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Hearts
God’s Heart, Your Heart, Our Hearts
Devotion & Sermon Series
for Lent, Holy Week, and Easter
 What is on God the Father’s Heart?
 What does it mean to return with all of my heart?
 How does God write His Word on our hearts?

Lenten Wednesdays Midweek Devotion
February 17-March 24
(Liturgy, Reading, Devotional by Pastor)

6:30-7:00PM – Zoom
7:15-7:45PM – In-Person
Sunday Worship
February 21-March 28
Holy Week
Maundy Thurs – April 1
Good Friday – April 2
Easter – April 4
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