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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
CONFIRMATION FAMILIES IN RECOGNITION OF CONFIRMANDS 

CATECHISM SERVICE 
Today’s service uses words from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism  

as it teaches us about the basic elements of the Christian faith. 

Opening Hymn                             Lift High the Cross LSB 837 sts. ref–3, 6 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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Invocation  
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: These words remind us of our baptism.  What is Baptism? 
C: Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God's command and 

combined with God's word. 
P: What benefits does Baptism give? 
C: It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal 

salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare. 
P: What does God’s Word in Romans 6 teach us about Baptism? 
C: “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live 
a new life.” 

Baptism Verse               Baptized into Your Name Most Holy          LSB  590 st. 1 
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Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness) 
P: What is Confession and Absolution? 
C: Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive 

absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, 
but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven. 

P: Confess and admit your sins to God the Father. 
C: I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I mattered most.  My Lord’s name I 

have not honored as I should; my worship and prayers have faltered. I have not let 
his love have its way with me, and so my love for others has failed. There are those 
whom I have hurt, and those whom I failed to help.  My thoughts and desires have 
been soiled with sin.  I pray You, Almighty God, merciful Father, for the sake of the 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P: Do you believe that word of Christ’s forgiveness I speak to you  
  is from the Lord Himself? 
C: I do. 
P: Receive the forgiveness Christ won for you by His Passion, death, and 

resurrection.  By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, forgive you your sins in the Name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Absolution Verse                    Jesus Sinners Will Receive LSB 609, stanza 6 
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Greeting, Collect (Prayer of the Day), and Luther’s Morning Prayer   
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may 

love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among 
the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are 
found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us pray together. 
C: I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For 
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

Reading from the History of the Early Church  Acts 8:26–40 (ESV) 
 26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road 
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and 
went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to 
him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what 
you are reading?” 31And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 
invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he 
was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 
 and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
 Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and 
beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36And as they 
were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here 
is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot 
to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he 
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baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the 
gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
Epistle (New Testament Letter)  1 John 4:1–6 (ESV) 
 1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know 
the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 
from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the 
spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 
4Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the world. 5They are from the world; therefore they speak 
from the world, and the world listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows 
God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the 
Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God. 

Anthem                                        As a Little Child   Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth 

for you today. Maintain this as meditative time.                      
O you must become as a little child, as a little child and come unto Him. 
Yes, you must become as a little child to share in the kingdom of God. 
Come unto Jesus, run into His arms. 
Come unto Jesus and you can share the kingdom of God. 
O you must become as a little child, as a little child and come unto Him. 
Yes, you must become as a little child to share in the kingdom of God. 
Come unto Jesus, run into His arms. 
Come unto Jesus and you can share the kingdom of God. 
Jesus loves me! This I know, 
For the Bible tells me so; 
Little ones to Him belong, 
They are weak but He is strong. 
Come unto Jesus, run into His arms. 
All people come unto Jesus and you can share the kingdom of God. 
O you can share the kingdom of God. Yes, Jesus loves me.  



7 

Holy Gospel                                                                                             John 15:1–8  (ESV) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 1[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch 
of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit 
he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the word 
that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the 
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he 
is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown 
into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Hymn of the Day               All Who Believe and Are Baptized LSB 601 
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Sermon  “Catechism Class on the Road to Gaza”          Acts 8:26-40 

Offertory                      On My Heart Imprint Your Image  LSB 422 

 

 

 

 

Confession of Faith       3rd Article of the Apostles’ Creed and Luther’s explanation 
P: What do you believe about the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
P: What does this mean? 
C: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, 

or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with 
His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, 
enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with 
Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives 
all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the 
dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly 
true. 
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Rite of Confirmation (11AM) 
We celebrate Confirmation— 
our students publicly confirming that they indeed believe in Jesus.   
They are His disciples through the grace of God granting them faith in Jesus. 

Jacob Chudy 
Kate Kruse 
Kaylee Leicht 
Emma Megerle 

Kelsi Mulley 
Jacob Plapp 
Owen Squires

Assisting with the Rite of Confirmation: Jason Adams, Lay Coach 

Thank you also for our other Lay Coaches from this year, Jose Rayos & Joe Richardt 

CONFIRMATION VOW & BLESSING 
Do you understand the gifts which God gave you in your Baptism? 
Do you reject the devil and his works and all his ways? 
Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty…Jesus Christ, His only Son… 

the Holy Spirit?  
Do you intend to continue in the Christian faith, to be committed to the 

Church throughout your life?   
 Will you suffer, even to the point of death, rather than denying Christ?  
Do you believe the Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God and do you believe that the 

Small Catechism accurately teaches what the Scriptures say? 
Do you desire to be a member of the Lutheran Church and of this congregation? 
Do you intend faithfully to live your life according to God’s Word, to hear God’s Word and 

receive the Lord’s Supper and to remain true to God in your faith, your words and your 
actions?  

Are you asking to be shepherded (cared for) in your faith  
and committing to encourage others in their faith in Jesus?   

Will you serve in and support the work of this congregation in the mission of God? 
Do you confess that you are a disciple, a follower of Jesus? 

May you grow in the wisdom of God, seek the Lord in prayer, receive His strength 
and always have the hope of eternal life, in the Name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
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Song of Praise        As the Deer 

 
Prayers 
P: The Lord invites us to pray saying: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven. 
P: What does this mean? 
C: With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and 

that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask 
Him as dear children ask their dear father. 

P: Therefore, we bring our prayers to You this day, Father. . . 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution – After conclusion of worship 
 Ushers on either side will indicate when it is your time to approach one of the railings 

on your side of the Gym. 
 Family members may be at the same railing.  
 Individuals commune at their own railing. 
 Pastor will give you the bread, gently dropping it into your outstretched hand. 
 The Elder will place an individual cup of wine on the railing. Please indicate if you 

prefer alcohol removed wine. 
 After you have received the bread and wine, Pastor will speak a short dismissal. 
 When you have been dismissed, you may leave the Gym or remain at the back or 

outside for socially distanced conversation. 
 Ushers will wipe off the communion rails in between groups. 
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Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
C: It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, 

instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 
P: What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
C: These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” shows us that in 

the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these 
words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

P: Who receives this sacrament worthily? 
C: The person who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins.” But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy 
and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe. 

Words of Institution 
 
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
 
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)        LSB 163 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
P: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through this blessed gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   C:   Amen. 

Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C:   Amen. 

Closing Hymn          Children of the Heavenly Father                    LSB 725 

 

 

 
Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

 

Announcements 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
For all in-person worship a reservation will be required.  

At this time, a link to reserve in-person seats will be  
emailed at least one week prior to that week’s service. 

Sunday, May 2 
Livestream Worship - 9AM 

In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) – 9AM 
Indoor Communion*(In Gym) end of service until 11AM 

In-Person Worship* for Confirmands/Families Only (In Gym w/Communion) – 11AM 

Sunday, May 9 
Livestream Worship - 9AM 

In-Person Worship* (In Gym) – 9AM 
In-Person Worship* (In Gym) – 11AM 

Sunday, May 16 
Livestream Worship - 9AM 

In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) – 9AM 
Indoor Communion*(In Gym) end of service until 11AM 

In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) – 11AM 

Sunday, May 23 
Livestream Worship - 9AM 

In-Person Worship* (In Gym) – 9AM 
In-Person Worship* (In Gym) – 11AM 

 
Contact the office if you have any questions about the schedule. Ushers, Readers, and various 
other volunteers are always needed for in-person worship and communion. If you are interested 
in volunteering for one of those roles, please contact the office at office@bethelgurnee.org. 
*For in-person worship and/or communion in the gym, seating and/or communion will be 
physically distanced with masks required. For in-person worship there will be Live liturgy, 
readings, sermon, and prayers along with recorded hymns & music. 
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