
 Psalm 47 

  

Celebration of the Ascension 
Sunday, May 16, 2021 

After He rose from the dead, the Lord Jesus presented 
Himself alive to the apostles, “appearing to them during forty 
days and speaking about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3).   
After 40 days, He ascended to the heavens.  

This year, 40 days past Easter was Thursday, May 13,  
but we celebrate with our Sunday worship today. 

 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 
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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

THE WORD OF GOD SERVICE 
This service celebrates the Word of God, using words from Paul’s letters to Timothy. 

Opening Hymn       See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph                   LSB 494 sts. 1, 3, 5 
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Invocation and Greeting 
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.     1 Tim. 1:2b 
C: And also with you. 

The Word of God 
P: In worship, we become acquainted with the sacred writings,  
C: which are able to make us wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  
P: All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,  
  for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,  
C: so that we may be equipped for every good work.  Amen.           2 Tim. 3:15-16 

Confession of Sin 
P: The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance:   
C: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.    1 Tim. 1:15 
P: For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men: 
C: Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all.                 1 Tim. 2:5-6 

Silence for meditation on our need for Christ’s forgiveness.   

Absolution (Forgiveness)            1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Tim. 1:9-10; 2 Tim. 2:21 
P: God our Savior desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 

truth.  He saved you and called you to a holy calling, not because of your works 
but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave you in Christ Jesus 
before the ages began, and which now has been manifested through the 
appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the Gospel.  You have been cleansed of your sin, set 
apart as holy, useful to our Lord, and ready for every good work in the Name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   C:   Amen. 
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Anthem           Center of My Joy            
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth 

for you today. Maintain this as meditative time.                      

Jesus, You’re the center of my joy,  
All that’s good and perfect comes from You. 
You’re the heart of my contentment, hope for all I do, 
Jesus, You’re the center of my joy. 
When I’ve lost my direction, You’re the compass for my way,  
You’re the fire and light when nights are long and cold. 
In sadness You’re the laughter that shadows all my fears 
When I’m all alone, Your hand is there to hold. 
Oh, Jesus, You’re the center of my joy. 
All that’s good and perfect comes from You. 
You’re the heart of my contentment, hope for all I do, 
Jesus, You’re the center of my joy. 
You are why I find pleasure in the simple things in life, 
You’re the music in the meadows and the streams. 
The voices of the children, my family and my home, 
You’re the source and finish of my highest dreams. 
Oh, Jesus, You’re the center of my joy. 
All that’s good and perfect comes from You. 
You’re the heart of my contentment, hope for all I do, 
Jesus, You are the center of my joy. 
Jesus, You are the center of my joy. 
Jesus, You are the center of my joy. 

Explanation of the Christ Candle 
The Christ Candle was lit on Good Friday, remaining lit through the dark 
days of crucifixion and burial of Christ, reminding us that death was not 
victorious. The Christ Candle continued to burn on Easter Morning—the 
Day of Resurrection. We’ve lit the Christ Candle on the altar each week 
since in celebration of the same. But the Christ Candle is removed from 
the altar, as a reminder that Christ ascended into heaven and was hidden 
from the eyes of the disciples. They awaited His promise to send His Holy 
Spirit.  
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Ascension Refrain      Hail Thee, Festival Day                       LSB 489, ref-a 

 

 

Ascension Reading from the Gospel of Luke                       Luke 24:44–53 (ESV) 
44Then [Jesus] said to [His disciples], “These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and 
the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the 
promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power 
from on high.” 

50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 
them. 51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 
52And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were 
continually in the temple blessing God. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord  
C:   Thanks be to God. 

Ascension Reading from the Book of Acts                 Acts 1:1–11 (ESV) 
1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 

teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself 
alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. 

4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now.” 

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or 
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seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said 
these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 
stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
P: This is the Word of the Lord   
C:   Thanks be to God. 
Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you.     
C:   And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, 

leave us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You 
promised from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.   

C:   Amen. 
Ascension Verses from 1 Timothy & Removal of the Christ Candle 
P: Jesus was revealed in the flesh,                  1 Timothy 3:16; liturgical verse based on Luke 24:49,53 
C: declared righteous in Spirit, 
P: seen by angels,     
C:   proclaimed among the nations, 
P: believed on in the world,    
C:   taken up in glory.  
P: Send us Your power from on high through Your Holy Spirit, 
C: So that we may go forth with joy,  
 proclaiming Your Name. Amen. 

Ascension Refrain       Hail Thee, Festival Day                LSB 489, ref-a 
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Song of Praise                     Shout to the Lord            

 



8 

Psalm Reading              Psalm 47 (ESV) 
P: 1Clap your hands, all peoples! 
C: Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
P: 2For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, 
C: a great king over all the earth. 
P: 3He subdued peoples under us, 
C: and nations under our feet. 
P: 4He chose our heritage for us, 
C: the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
P: 5God has gone up with a shout, 
C: the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
P: 6Sing praises to God, sing praises! 
C: Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
P: 7For God is the King of all the earth; 
C: sing praises with a psalm! 
P: 8God reigns over the nations; 
C: God sits on his holy throne. 
P: 9The princes of the peoples gather 
C: as the people of the God of Abraham. 
P: For the shields of the earth belong to God; 
C: he is highly exalted! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day            A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing      LSB 493 sts. 1–4 
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Sermon       “Clap Your Hands Say Yeah”    Psalm 47 

Verse of Response  A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing     LSB 493 st. 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession of Faith                       Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.— And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers 
P: Supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings  
  are to be made for all people, 

C:  thanking God whom we serve,  
P: as we remember others constantly in our prayers night and day. 
C: And praying for our leaders and all who are in high positions,  
 that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life,  
P: godly and dignified in every way.  
C: This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior.             1 Tim. 2:1-3; 2 Tim. 1:3 

(Pastor then offers the Prayers of the Church).       

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  
 

9AM – Communion Distribution – After conclusion of worship 
 Ushers on either side will indicate when it is your time to approach one of the railings 

on your side of the Gym. 
 Family members may be at the same railing.  
 Individuals commune at their own railing. 
 Pastor will give you the bread, gently dropping it into your outstretched hand. 
 The Elder will place an individual cup of wine on the railing. Please indicate if you 

prefer alcohol removed wine. 
 After you have received the bread and wine, Pastor will speak a short dismissal. 
 When you have been dismissed, you may leave the Gym or remain at the back or 

outside for socially distanced conversation. 
 Ushers will wipe off the communion rails in between groups. 
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11AM – Communion Distribution – During worship 
 Ushers on either side will indicate when it is your time to approach one of the railings 

on your side of the Gym. 
 Family members may be at the same railing.  
 Individuals commune at their own railing. 
 Pastor will give you the bread, gently dropping it into your outstretched hand. 
 The Elder will place an individual cup of wine on the railing. Please indicate if you 

prefer alcohol removed wine. 
 After you have received the bread and wine, you may return to your seat. 
 Ushers will wipe off the communion rails in between groups. 
 Pastor will speak a Common Dismissal after all have communed. 

 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
P: The Lord was revealed in the flesh, 
C: declared-righteous by the Spirit, 
P: seen by messengers, 
C: proclaimed among the nations, 
P: believed in the world, 
C: taken up in glory.                     1 Tim. 3:14  
P: He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords,  
  who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light,  
  whom no one has ever seen or can see.  
  To him be honor and eternal dominion.              1 Tim. 6:15-16 
C: Amen. 
P: The Lord be with your spirit and grace be with you.               2 Tim. 4:22  

C: And also with you.                
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The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P: Father, You strengthen us by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, through His body 

and blood shared with us in the holy meal.  May what we receive from You 
enable us to share Your grace with others.  May we endure all suffering in this 
world without swerving from the faith.  And when we depart from Your Word, 
grant us repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth so that we may 
receive the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 

C: Amen.       2 Tim. 2:1-2, 1 Tim. 6:21, 2 Tim. 2:10,2:25 

Benediction   P: There is stored up for you the crown of righteousness,  
  which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to you on the Last Day,  
  and not only to you but also to all who have longed for his appearing.  
  The Lord will rescue you from every evil deed and bring you safely into his 

heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever in the Name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   C: Amen.               2 Tim. 4:8,18  
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 Closing Hymn           Christ High Ascended, Now in Glory  LSB 840; tune: 825 

 
 
 

Announcements 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

For all in-person worship a reservation will be required.  
At this time, a link to reserve in-person seats will be  

emailed at least one week prior to that week’s service.  

Sunday, May 16 
Livestream Worship - 9AM 

In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) – 9AM 
Indoor Communion*(In Gym) 10:15AM – 10:45AM 

In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) – 11AM 

Sunday, May 23 
Livestream Worship - 9AM 

In-Person Worship* (In Gym) – 9AM 
In-Person Worship* (In Gym) – 11AM 

 

Contact the office if you have any questions about the schedule. Ushers, 
Readers, and various other volunteers are always needed for in-person 
worship and communion. If you are interested in volunteering for one of 
those roles, please contact the office at office@bethelgurnee.org. 
*For in-person worship and/or communion in the gym, seating and/or 
communion will be physically distanced with masks required. For in-person 
worship there will be Live liturgy, readings, sermon, and prayers along with 
recorded hymns & music. 
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