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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
TIM & LINDA MORAN IN CELEBRATION 

 OF THEIR 30TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

THE EPHESIANS SERVICE 
Worship in a traditional order drawing on words from  

Paul’s Letter to the Christians in Ephesus. 

Opening Hymn             Love in Christ Is Strong and Living                   LSB 706 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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Invocation and Opening Words (Based on Ephesians 1:2,17-19) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: May God the Father and the Lord Jesus the Anointed  
  surround you with grace and peace. 
C: Yes, Lord Jesus. 
P:  God of our Lord Jesus the Anointed, Father of Glory: I call out to You on behalf of 

Your people. Give them minds ready to receive wisdom and revelation so they 
will truly know You.  

C: Yes, Lord Jesus. 
P: Open the eyes of their hearts, and let the light of Your truth flood in. Shine Your 

light on the hope You are calling them to embrace. Reveal to them the glorious 
riches You are preparing as their inheritance.  

C: Yes, Lord Jesus. 
P: Let them see the full extent of Your power that is at work in those of us who 

believe, and may it be done according to Your might and power. 
C: Yes, Lord Jesus. To You be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Confession (Ephesians 1:3-4,2:1-3) 
P: God chose us to be in a relationship with Him even before He laid out plans for 

this world; He wanted us to live holy lives characterized by love, free from sin, 
and blameless before Him, not because of anything we have done, but 
because of what He has done for us. But through our foreparents, Adam and 
Eve, and by our own actions, 

C: We have sinned against the Lord. 
P: You were corpses, dead in life, buried by transgressions, wandering the course of 

this perverse world. You were the offspring of the prince of the power of 
air—Satan—oh, how he owned you, just as he still controls those living in 
disobedience. We were all guilty of falling headlong for the persuasive 
passions of this world; we all have had our fill of indulging the flesh and mind, 
obeying impulses to follow perverse thoughts motivated by dark powers. As a 
result, our natural inclinations led us to be children of wrath, just like the rest 
of humankind. 

C: We have sinned against the Lord. 
 Lord Jesus, have mercy on us. 
 Forgive us and save us from sin, death, and Satan. 
 Yes, Lord Jesus, be our Savior. Amen. 
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Absolution (Forgiveness)  (Ephesians 1:5-10) 
P: He destined you to be adopted as His children through the covenant Jesus the 

Anointed inaugurated in His sacrificial life. This was His pleasure and His will 
for us. Ultimately God is the one worthy of praise for showing you His grace; 
He is merciful and marvelous, freely giving you these gifts in His Beloved. 
Visualize this: His blood freely flowing down the cross, setting you free!  

  You are forgiven for your sinful ways by the richness of His grace, which He 
has poured all over you. Therefore, in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. Thank You, Lord Jesus. 
P: With all wisdom and insight, He has enlightened you to this great mystery of the 

Gospel at the center of His will. With immense pleasure, He laid out His 
intentions through Jesus, a plan that will be fulfilled when the time is right as 
He returns to create order and unity—both in heaven and on earth—when all 
things are brought together under the Anointed’s royal rule on the Last Day.  

C: Thank You, Lord Jesus. To You be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Response of Praise  (Ephesians 1:7) LSB 686, st. 1a,2b 
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Collect (Prayer of the Day – based on Ephesians 4:8b,11,12b; 2:19a,c) 
P: Let us pray.  When You, Lord Jesus, ascended on high, You took captivity captive, 

locking up all those things that held us captive; sin, death, and devil no longer 
hold us as prisoners. We praise You for setting us free, and for giving gifts to 
Your people. You gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors 
and teachers, for building up the body of Christ to minister to one another 
with Your Gospel. So then we are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
members of the household of God; through You, our Savior, one God with 
Father and Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen.                    
Old Testament Reading for 3rd Sunday after Pentecost Ezekiel 17:22–24(ESV) 

22Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar 
and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and I 
myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel will I 
plant it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And 
under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of every sort will 
nest. 24And all the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD; I bring low the high 
tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I 
am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.” 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
Gospel Reading for 3rd Sunday after Pentecost                     Mark 4:26–34(ESV) 

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 
27He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 
28The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 
29But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

30And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall 
we use for it? 31It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the 
smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger 
than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can 
make nests in its shade.” 

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. 
34He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he 
explained everything. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Song of Praise        They'll Know We Are Christians by Our Love 
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Series Reading from Ephesians                Ephesians 4:1–16(ESV) 
1I, [Paul], therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy 

of the calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love, 3eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to 
the one hope that belongs to your call— 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God 
and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7But grace was given to 
each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it says, 

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, 
 and he gave gifts to men.” 
9(In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the one 
who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.)  

11And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, 13until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14so 
that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about 
by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 
15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is 
the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and held together by 
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the 
body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 
 
P: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8 

Confession of Faith (Ephesians 1:15-16,2:8-22) 
P: When I heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus that is present in you, our connected 

community gathered in this place, and of your great love for all God’s people, I 
thank Him for you, speaking to Him on your behalf in my prayers. Declare your 
faith now and praise Him with His True Word. 

C:  It is by God’s grace that we have been saved.  
  We receive it through faith. It was not our plan or our effort.  
  It is God’s gift, pure and simple.  
  We didn’t earn it, none of us did,  
  so our Creed and Confession of Faith isn’t bragging. 
  We are the product of His hand, His workmanship, His poetry,  
  created in the Anointed Jesus,  
  to accomplish the good works God arranged long ago. 

  God gathered us who were so far away from the Lord  
  and brought us near to Him  
  by the royal blood of our Liberating King. 
  And so we are no longer called outcasts and wanderers  
  but citizens with God’s people, members of God’s holy family,  
  and residents of His household.  
  We are being built on a solid foundation:  
  the message of the prophets and the voices of God’s chosen emissaries  
  with Jesus, the Anointed Himself, the precious cornerstone.  
  The building is joined together stone by stone— 
  all of us chosen and sealed in Him,  
  rising up to become a holy temple in the Lord.  
  In Him we are being built together,  
  creating a sacred dwelling place among us  
  where God can live in the Spirit. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day  The Gifts Christ Freely Gives                LSB 602 sts. 1–2, 4, 6 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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Sermon  “Depth in Our Local Church”  Ephesians 4:1-16 
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Song of Response (Ephesians 3:20-21)    

 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 

Collect (Prayer of the Connected Community – based on Ephesians 2:20) 
P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, you have built your Church on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone. Join 
us together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may become a holy 
temple, acceptable to you: through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    C: Amen. 
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Benediction (Blessing) (Ephesians 3:20-21,6:23-24) 
P: Now to the God who can do so many awe-inspiring things, immeasurable things, 

things greater than we ever could ask or imagine through the power at work 
in us. 

C:  To Him be all glory in the Church. 
P: You are brothers and sisters with Christ and with one another. May peace and 

love with faith be yours from God the Father and the Lord Jesus the Anointed. 
May His grace surround all who love our Lord Jesus the Anointed with a never-
ending love. 

C:  To Him be all glory in our lives. Amen. 

Closing Hymn           Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing      LSB 691 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Announcements 
 
 
 


