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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
THE SCHMIDTKE FAMILY IN CELEBRATION OF MURIEL’S BIRTHDAY 

A LITURGY OF DOUBT AND HOPE 
Worship in a traditional order drawing on along with words of doubt and hope  

from Scripture, poets, and writers. 

Opening Hymn  Our Father, Who from Heaven Above LSB 766, sts. 1,3,6,9; tune: 500 
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Invocation                        Jude 1-2,20-22,25 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ: 
  May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. 
C: To the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
 be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,  
 before all time and now and forever. Amen. 
P: We come to be built up in our most holy faith, 
  building one another up through the Word of God. 
  God the Father calls on us to have compassion on one another: 
C: “Have mercy on those who doubt.” 
P: God the Son calls on us to support one another  
  as we wait for His mercy that leads to eternal life: 
C:  Jesus is able to keep us from stumbling  
 and to present us blameless before the presence of his glory  
 with great joy. Amen. 

Confession of Sins                Based on “Emmanuel” by Aaron Niequist 
P: Can we just admit together that we’re not fine? 
C: Because I’m not fine, and you’re not fine. 
P: Can we just admit together that we’re afraid? 
C: Because I’m afraid, and you’re afraid. 
P: Can we just admit together that we have doubts? 
C: Because I have doubts, and you have doubts. 
P: Can we just admit together that we’re not free? 
C: Because I’m not free, and I want to be. 
P: If you’re not free, then call out to God with me: 
C: Emmanuel, 
 God with us today, 
 We humbly call out Your Name: 
 Emmanuel, 
 As near as our need, 
 As close as the air that we breathe, 
 Emmanuel.  
 Lord, have mercy. 
P: Can we just admit together that we have failed? 
C: Because I have failed, and you have failed. 
P: Can we just admit that our hands aren’t clean? 
C: And our hearts aren’t clean, and they’ll never be. 
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P: Until we’re freed, and mercy sings. 
C: Emmanuel, 
 God with us today, 
 We desperately cling to Your Name: 
 Emmanuel, 
 As near as our need, 
 As close as the air that we breathe. 
 Emmanuel. 
 Lord, have mercy. Amen. 

Absolution (Forgiveness)       Based on liturgy by Bernie Seter and “Emmanuel” by Aaron Niequist 
P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners, 

which means He does not desire your death. But rather He calls you to turn from your 
wicked ways and find life in the life of Christ. He has had mercy upon you. He graciously 
forgives your sins through the death and resurrection of Your Lord Jesus Christ. He 
strengthens you by the power of the Holy Spirit to amend your sinful lives according 
to His will, and will keep you in His grace until that day when He will take you to be with 
Him for eternity. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, in His stead 
and by His command, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 Emmanuel, 
 God with us today, 
 In thanksgiving we praise Your Name: 
 Emmanuel, 
 Who came near so we are freed, 
 As close as the Word that we hear. 
 Emmanuel. 
 The Lord has had mercy on us. 
P: Now we can admit together that we’ve failed, 
C: Because I am forgiven, and you are forgiven. 
P: Now we can admit together that our hands aren’t clean, 
C: Because Jesus made me clean, and He made you clean. 
P: If you’re now free, then call out to God with me: 
C: Emmanuel, 
 God with us today, 
 In thanksgiving we praise Your Name: 
 Emmanuel. 
 The Lord has had mercy on us. Amen. 
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Song of Praise                            Holy Spirit, Come 

         

Collect (Prayer of the Day – Based on Ephesians 2:22) 
P: Let us pray.  Heavenly Father, thank You that Christ is building His Church, stone 

by living stone into a holy Temple of God. Thank You that we each have 
become part of this holy Temple and have the indwelling Spirit of God as a 
guarantee. Thank You that You started a good work in us, and we pray that 
You will continue to fashion, form and transform us into the likeness of Christ, 
until that day when He returns to bring an end to this broken life and 
transform us for all eternity. In His Name we pray, 

C: Amen. 
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Series Readings from Ephesians        Ephesians 2:11-22, 4:1-7 (ESV) 
11Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 

uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by 
hands— 12remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated 
from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having 
no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were 
far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he himself is our peace, 
who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of 
hostility 15by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might 
create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16and might 
reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 
17And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near. 18For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So 
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints and members of the household of God, 20built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21in whom the 
whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22In him 
you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

1I [Paul] therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy 
of the calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love, 3eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to 
the one hope that belongs to your call— 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God 
and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7But grace was given to 
each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn of the Day    O God, My Faithful God               LSB 696 sts. 1–4 
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Sermon  

Together Through Resistance & Correction  

Ephesians 2:11-22 & 4:1-7 
 
 

Goal: 
 
 
Structural Resistance: 
 
 
Corrective Action: 
 
 
Options when meeting Resistance 
Does the option exemplify Ephesians 4:1-7? 
 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
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Hymn of Response  Just as I Am, without One Plea LSB 570, sts. 1,3,5 

 

 

 

Confession of Faith (adapted from the Apostles’ Creed)            First Nations Version 
Our Father and Creator, the One Above Us All,  
 made all things in the world above and the earth below. 
Jesus, his special born Son,  
 was fathered by the Holy Spirit  
 and was born into this world through a virgin named Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, a ruler of the Roman people,  
 who had him nailed to a tree pole, the cross, where he bled to death. 
He was buried and then went down to the world of the dead. 
On the third day he came back to life, never to die again. 
He returned to his Father in the world above  
 and sat down at his powerful right hand.  
One day he will return to this earth to make the final decision  
 about the eternity of the living and the dead. 
After he went to the world above,  
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to us from the Father,  
 to live in and through us. 
There is only one holy and world-wide group of believers in Jesus 
 —a Sacred Family called his Church.  
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All of the Holy Spirit’s holy people sit together equally in this Family  
 and share his Sacred Food at his table. 
He has forgiven us and set us free from all of our broken ways,  
 and all who trust in him, even though they cross over to death,  
 will be brought back to life again,  
 to a life that will never end. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church       based on Langston Hughes’ poem “Prayer [2]” 
P: Gather up 
  in the arms of your mercy 
C: The sick, the depraved 
 The desperate, the tired, 
P: All the scum 
  of our weary city. 
  Gather up 
C: In the arms of your mercy. 
P: Gather up 
C: In the arms of your love— 
P: Those who expect 
C: No love from above. 
P: For them—for us— 
C: We pray now.       Pastor then offers the Prayers of the Church 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction (Blessing)        Colossians 1:19-20 
P: God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Jesus Christ, and through Him to 

reconcile to Himself all things, by making peace through His blood, shed on the 
cross. You are reconciled to God the Father, through the work of God the Son, 
and kept in this faith by God the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

* Jesus reached out to people considered 
by others to be “scum”. We reach out to 
all people. And we ourselves may even 
feel like “scum” sometimes.  

     But look at how God responds with love. 
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Closing Hymn         Love in Christ Is Strong and Living                                     LSB 706 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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Reminder: this series draws from two books: 
 
Connected to Christ:  

Overcoming Isolation through Community  
by Pastor Brian Davies, Lord of Glory, Grayslake 
This small book from Concordia Publishing House is 
written by one of our very own local pastors! Pastor 
Brian helps us picture what it means to be 
connected to one another because we are 
connected to Christ. This would be a great resource 
for a group of friends to use for conversation. 
 
The Compelling Community:  

Where God’s Power Make a Church Attractive  
by Mark Dever & Jamie Dunlop 
Dever & Dunlop are part of 9Marks, a ministry 
that equips “church leaders with biblical vision and 
practical resources for displaying God’s glory to the 
nations through healthy churches.” This volume is 
more of the nuts and bolts about how to help 
congregations build community in the Gospel, in 
Jesus Christ, rather than simply connecting people 
who share other commonalities. Here’s where a lot 
of the Ephesians connections are drawn from for this series. 

 
*If you need help ordering either of these books,  

please let us know in the church office.* 


