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The Reformation
Five hundred years ago, 32-year-old Martin Luther lived as a monk in Wittenberg. He
earned his doctorate and soon began lecturing on the Psalms and Romans and would
eventually preach well over 2,000 sermons in the City Church before he died in 1546. What
began with Luther studying and lecturing on Scripture eventually led to an explosion that
rocked the Christian world and continues to do so. That explosion can be summarized by the
three “solas” (Latin for alone) — that salvation is free by grace alone (sola gratia),
apprehended by faith alone (sola fide) and believed from “Scripture alone” (sola Scriptura).
So what is the Reformation? Lutheran pastor/theologian Hermann Sasse described it as an
episode in the history of the Church. It is foremost about the Church of Jesus Christ. “All
[other] attempts to explain the Reformation [fail] . . . because they do not approach the
Reformation from that point of view from which alone it can be understood—from the point of
view of the reality of the church.”
The real story of the Reformation is about the march of the Church of Jesus Christ in the
face of impossible odds — thirsting for Christ and His means of grace, trusting in the Bible as
God’s inerrant Word, struggling in places in the world but growing tremendously in others.
The Lord’s Church is one church— strong in the weakness of Christ, confident of eternal life. 1
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Adapated from “Does the Lutheran Reformation Have a Future?” by President Matthew Harrison, www.lcms.org
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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:

THE NOVACEK FAMILY IN CELEBRATION OF ELLI AND GRACE’S BIRTHDAY
DIVINE SERVICE I

This service is from Divine Service, Setting One, in Lutheran Service Book.

Opening Hymn

Lift High the Cross

LSB 837 sts. 1, 4–6

Tune and text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267
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Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness)
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:8-9
P: We pause in silence to reflect on our personal sins that trouble us.
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father:
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy)

LSB 152
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This Is the Feast

LSB 155
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)

P: Let us pray. Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful
people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times
of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving
peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

First Reading

Revelation 22:1–7, 16–17, 20–21(ESV)
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Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from
the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city; also, on
either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each
month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3No longer will there be
anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will
worship him. 4They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And night will
be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and
they will reign forever and ever.
6
And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the
spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.”
[And the Lord Jesus said]: 7“And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps
the words of the prophecy of this book….
16
“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am
the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
17
The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.”
And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one
who desires take the water of life without price.
20
[Jesus] who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
21
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.
L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
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Anthem

His Grace Will Lead Us Through

 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today.
Maintain this as meditative time.

Though the trials come, though the road seems long,
it is in the valley His arms are strong.
When we lean on Jesus in all that we do.
His grace will lead us through!
His grace is sufficient; He’s merciful and true.
Till all have heard, we will stand on His Word!
His grace will lead us through, God’s grace will lead us through.
Come with grateful hearts to the throne of grace and
see our Savior face to face!
Our help through the ages; our hope to come;
His grace will lead us through.
His grace is sufficient; He’s merciful and true.
Till all have heard, we will stand on His Word!
His grace will lead us through.
O grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
O grace, grace, infinite grace.
Grace that is greater than all our sin.
Till all have heard, we will stand on His Word!
His grace will lead us through.
God’s grace will lead us through, God’s grace!

New Testament Reading
1God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
3though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its swelling.
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.
6The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
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Psalm 46 (ESV)

7The

LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
8Come, behold the works of the LORD,
how he has brought desolations on the earth.
9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the chariots with fire.
10“Be still, and know that I am God.
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth!”
11The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
Song of Praise
Lord I Lift Your name On High
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Holy Gospel
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John , the 8th chapter.

John 8:31–36 (ESV)

31

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They
answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How
is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
35
sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the Son
sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Hymn of the Day

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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LSB 656

11

Sermon

“Mighty Fortress for Today and the Last Day”

Psalm 46

Confession of Faith
Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.---And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Prayers
The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed
are invited to receive Communion with us
if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,
truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing
from the Lord.
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Communion Distribution
 Ushers on either side will indicate when it is your time to approach one of the railings
on your side of the Gym.
 Family members may be at the same railing.
 Individuals commune at their own railing.
 Pastor will give you the bread, gently dropping it into your outstretched hand.
 The Elder will bring you the tray and you may take an individual cup of wine. The
purple cups on the inside are alcohol removed wine.
 After you have received the bread and wine you may return to your seat.
Preparation for the Lord’s Supper

LSB 160
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P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You
have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the
substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy)

LSB 161

The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)
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Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)

LSB 163
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First Distribution Hymn

Salvation unto Us Has Come
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LSB 555 sts. 1, 3, 5–6, 9

Second Distribution Hymn The Lord, My God, Be Praised

LSB 794

Common Dismissal
P: Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….
C: Amen.
Post-Communion Prayer
P: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Announcements
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LSB 802

UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, October 31
In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) – 9AM
Fellowship 10-10:30AM
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM
Sunday, November 7
In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) – 9AM
Fellowship 10-10:30AM
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM
Sunday, November 14
In-Person Worship*(In Gym) – 9AM
Fellowship 10-10:30AM
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM
Sunday, November 21
In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) – 9AM
Fellowship 10-10:30AM
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM
Wednesday, November 24
In-Person Worship w/Communion – 6:30PM
Sunday, November 28
In-Person Worship*(In Gym) – 9AM
Fellowship 10-10:30AM
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM
Contact the office if you have any questions about the schedule. Ushers, Readers, and various
other volunteers are always needed for in-person worship and communion. If you are interested
in volunteering for one of those roles, please contact the office at office@bethelgurnee.org.
*For in-person worship and/or communion in the gym, seating and/or communion will be
physically distanced with masks required. For in-person worship there will be Live liturgy,
readings, sermon, singing and prayers. whenever possible, we will livestream through Facebook
each week and will post the recording on Monday to the Bethel website.
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Nominations are Needed for Bethel’s Governing Board
Vote on November 14
Bethel is moving towards a new governance structure. The constitution and bylaws have been
approved once, and will go into effect on January 1, 2022, if they are approved in a second vote
on November 14.
This new structure features a Governing
Board, like a Board of Directors, which will
serve on behalf of the members to ensure
that the congregation pursues its goals,
oversee that direction via the Policy
Manual, and establish an appropriate
annual budget. The Governing Board will
oversee other boards, committees, and
teams in their ministry actions, but the
Governing Board exists for strategic
leadership.
Please prayerfully consider who to nominate for the Board. We need people who are faithful
disciples, ready to apply their faith to the congregation's mission and leadership. Governing
Board members need to be mission minded and have strategic vision. In this initial year of our
new structure, we need people who are ready to help craft how the Governing Board operates.
We imagine the Board meets at least once a month, but how they choose to conduct business,
establish additional teams, etc., will be part of the creative process.
The Church Governing Board consists of six at-large members plus Treasurer, Financial
Secretary, and a Representative from the Board of Elders. The Treasurer, Financial Secretary,
and Elders are elected separately. From the at-large members, the Governing Board will select a
President. Governing Board members are elected for 3-year terms (with some initial terms shorter
to establish a staggered set of terms).
Based on those considering serving, we still need:
At-Large Member – 3-year term (2022-2024)
At-Large Member (2) – 2-year term (2022-2023)
For more information, see the QR Code on the right for the new governing
documents.
For more information:
Elizabeth Blasko
president@bethelgurnee.org
Pastor Ben Squires
pastor@bethelgurnee.org

20

