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EVENING PRAYER
Adapted from the Lutheran Service Book Evening Prayer, this liturgy recalls
the Old Testament rhythm of prayer in the morning and the evening:
“When you lie down and when you arise” (Deuteronomy 6:7).
The liturgy of Evening Prayer, which grows out of the daily devotion of the
home, has a simple, four-part outline: Service of Light, Psalmody, Readings and
Responses, and Prayers.
The Service of Light began as a daily lamp-lighting service at the setting of the sun in the early
centuries before gas or electric lights. The image of light in the midst of darkness is easily associated
with Christ who is our light (John 1:9). We look forward to the day when we will no longer need
lamp nor sun, for the Lord God will be our light (Revelation 22:5).

Opening Hymn

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
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Opening Words
P: The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.
C: Amen.
P: It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
C: to sing praise to Your Name, O Most High;
P: to herald Your love in the morning,
C: Your truth at the close of the day.
Confession and Forgiveness
(Silence for reflection on the sins that trouble us).
Pastor:We begin with me confessing my sin…I confess to God Almighty, before the
whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have
sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own
most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me,
forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.
C: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all
your sins.
P: I thank my heavenly Father for this Good News. Amen.
C: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my
brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by
my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to
have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all
your sins.
C: I thank my heavenly Father for this Good News. Amen.
Hymn of Response

O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning and You graciously
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we
may acknowledge Your goodness, give thanks for Your benefits, and serve You
in willing obedience all our days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Psalm Reading
Psalm 67 (ESV)

1

May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us,
2
that your way may be known on earth,
your saving power among all nations.
3
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!
4
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.
5
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!
6
The earth has yielded its increase;
God, our God, shall bless us.
7
God shall bless us;
let all the ends of the earth fear him!
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Psalm Hymn

O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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Old Testament Reading
1 Kings 8:22–30, 54–61 (ESV)
22Then Solomon stood before the altar of the L ORD in the presence of all the
assembly of Israel and spread out his hands toward heaven, 23and said, “O LORD, God
of Israel, there is no God like you, in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping
covenant and showing steadfast love to your servants who walk before you with all
their heart, 24who have kept with your servant David my father what you declared to
him. You spoke with your mouth, and with your hand have fulfilled it this day. 25Now
therefore, O LORD, God of Israel, keep for your servant David my father what you
have promised him, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man to sit before me on the throne
of Israel, if only your sons pay close attention to their way, to walk before me as you
have walked before me.’ 26Now therefore, O God of Israel, let your word be
confirmed, which you have spoken to your servant David my father.
27“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven
cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have built! 28Yet have regard to
the prayer of your servant and to his plea, O LORD my God, listening to the cry and to
the prayer that your servant prays before you this day, 29that your eyes may be open
night and day toward this house, the place of which you have said, ‘My name shall be
there,’ that you may listen to the prayer that your servant offers toward this place.
30And listen to the plea of your servant and of your people Israel, when they pray
toward this place. And listen in heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear,
forgive….”
54Now as Solomon finished offering all this prayer and plea to the L ORD, he arose
from before the altar of the LORD, where he had knelt with hands outstretched toward
heaven. 55And he stood and blessed all the assembly of Israel with a loud voice, saying,
56“Blessed be the LORD who has given rest to his people Israel, according to all that he
promised. Not one word has failed of all his good promise, which he spoke by Moses
his servant. 57The LORD our God be with us, as he was with our fathers. May he not
leave us or forsake us, 58that he may incline our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways
and to keep his commandments, his statutes, and his rules, which he commanded our
fathers. 59Let these words of mine, with which I have pleaded before the LORD, be near
to the LORD our God day and night, and may he maintain the cause of his servant and
the cause of his people Israel, as each day requires, 60that all the peoples of the earth
may know that the LORD is God; there is no other. 61Let your heart therefore be wholly
true to the LORD our God, walking in his statutes and keeping his commandments, as
at this day.”
P: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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Hymn of the Day

Sermon

Before You, Lord, We Bow

LSB 966

“Where the Nation Will Fail,
God Will Still Answer This Prayer—According to Jesus”
1 Kings 8:22-30,54-61
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Hymn of Response

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

LSB 357 sts.1,7

“Desire of Nations” / anticpating Advent beginning Sunday

Confession of Faith
Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end. —And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen
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Prayers of the Church
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

Hear my prayer, O Lord;
Listen to my cry.
Keep me as the apple of Your eye;
Hide me in the shadow of Your wings.
In righteousness I shall see You;
When I awake, Your presence will give me joy.
Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who
are wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy
angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
(Other prayers may be added here)
P: Gracious Lord, we give You thanks for the day, especially for the good we were permitted
to give and to receive; the day is now past and we commit it to You. We entrust to You the
night; we rest in surety, for You are our help, and You neither slumber nor sleep.
C: Amen.

(Silence for meditation)
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed
are invited to receive Communion with us
if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,
truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite those who
are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.
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Communion Distribution
 Ushers on either side will indicate when it is your time to approach one of the railings
on your side of the Gym.
 Family members may be at the same railing.
 Individuals commune at their own railing.
 Pastor will give you the bread, gently dropping it into your outstretched hand.
 The Elder will bring you the tray and you may take an individual cup of wine. The
purple cups on the inside are alcohol removed wine.
 After you have received the bread and wine you may return to your seat.
Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P: We pray: Holy God, mighty Lord,
C: gracious Father:
P: Endless is Your mercy and eternal Your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
C: Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
P: Through Abraham, You promised to bless all nations.
Through the prophets, You renewed Your promise.
C: And now in these last days, You have sent Your Son.
P: Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup,
C: We remember the life our Lord offered for us.
P: And believing the witness of His resurrection and His promise to return again,
C: We wait to share in the great and promised feast.
P: Send now, we pray,
C: Your Holy Spirit,
P: So that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood,
C: May receive Him with a living faith. Amen.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)
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Distribution Anthem

We Give Thanks, O Lord

Adult Choir

 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today.
Maintain this as meditative time.
For the bread which you have broken,
For the wine which you have poured,
For the words which you have spoken,
We give thanks, O Lord.
For your promise that you’ll love us,
For your gift of peace restored,
For your call to heaven above us,
We give thanks, O Lord.
In this world where you have sent us, keep us free from sin.
From the things which may torment us, give us peace within.
For the bread which you have broken,
For the wine which you have poured.
For the words which you have spoken,
We give thanks, O Lord.
We give thanks, O Lord. Amen.

Distribution Hymn

For the Fruits of His Creation

Common Dismissal
P: Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….
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C: Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer
P: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake
You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit
that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen.
Benediction
P: Guide us waking, O Lord,
C: and guard us sleeping,
P: That awake we may watch with Christ
C: and asleep we may rest in peace.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn
Now Thank We All Our God
LSB 895

Announcements
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