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THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE SERVICE

Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Luke’s Gospel.
Luke is the focus of Year C Gospel readings in the Lectionary.
Opening Hymn

The Advent of Our King

Invocation (Based on Luke 2:14)
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Glory to God in the highest,
C: peace to all the Earth,
P: and goodwill from God in heaven.
C: Amen.
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LSB 331 sts. 1–4, 6

Confession and Absolution
(Based on the Song of Zechariah—Luke 1:68-79 (LSB 238), along with Luke 3:7-8,10; 15:21)

P: John the Baptist was called the prophet of the Most High,
for He went before the Lord Jesus to prepare His way,
confronting the people and us with our sin, saying:
“Who warned you to escape from the angry judgment that is coming soon?
Produce fruit that shows you have repented.
Produce actions that show you have changed your hearts and lives.”
The crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?”
And we find ourselves asking this same question.
C: Lord, we have sinned. What then shall we do?
P: God calls on us to confess our sin and seek His forgiveness and mercy,
so that these words from the prodigal son in the parable of Jesus
become our own words of confession:
C: Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.
I am no longer worthy to be called your child.
P: John the Baptist, the prophet, went before the Lord Jesus
to give His people knowledge of their salvation
by the forgiveness of their sin.
In the tender compassion of our God,
the dawn from on high shall break upon us
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
C: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;
He has come to His people and redeemed them.
He has raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of His servant David.
P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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Gloria in Excelsis (based on Luke 2:14)

LSB 204

Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we
may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your
mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Old Testament Reading
Ezra 8:21–36 (ESV)
21
Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we might humble ourselves
before our God, to seek from him a safe journey for ourselves, our children, and all our
goods. 22For I was ashamed to ask the king for a band of soldiers and horsemen to
protect us against the enemy on our way, since we had told the king, “The hand of our
God is for good on all who seek him, and the power of his wrath is against all who
forsake him.” 23So we fasted and implored our God for this, and he listened to our
entreaty.
24
Then I set apart twelve of the leading priests: Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and ten of their
kinsmen with them. 25And I weighed out to them the silver and the gold and the vessels,
the offering for the house of our God that the king and his counselors and his lords and
all Israel there present had offered. 26I weighed out into their hand 650 talents of silver,
and silver vessels worth 200 talents, and 100 talents of gold, 2720 bowls of gold worth
1,000 darics, and two vessels of fine bright bronze as precious as gold. 28And I said to
them, “You are holy to the LORD, and the vessels are holy, and the silver and the gold are
a freewill offering to the LORD, the God of your fathers. 29Guard them and keep them until
you weigh them before the chief priests and the Levites and the heads of fathers’ houses
in Israel at Jerusalem, within the chambers of the house of the L ORD.” 30So the priests
and the Levites took over the weight of the silver and the gold and the vessels, to bring
them to Jerusalem, to the house of our God.
31
Then we departed from the river Ahava on the twelfth day of the first month, to go
to Jerusalem. The hand of our God was on us, and he delivered us from the hand of the
enemy and from ambushes by the way. 32We came to Jerusalem, and there we remained
three days. 33On the fourth day, within the house of our God, the silver and the gold and
the vessels were weighed into the hands of Meremoth the priest, son of Uriah, and with
him was Eleazar the son of Phinehas, and with them were the Levites, Jozabad the son of
Jeshua and Noadiah the son of Binnui. 34The whole was counted and weighed, and the
weight of everything was recorded.
35
At that time those who had come from captivity, the returned exiles, offered burnt
offerings to the God of Israel, twelve bulls for all Israel, ninety-six rams, seventy-seven
lambs, and as a sin offering twelve male goats. All this was a burnt offering to the L ORD.
36
They also delivered the king’s commissions to the king’s satraps and to the governors
of the province Beyond the River, and they aided the people and the house of God.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel
Matthew 2:1–12 (ESV)
1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for
so it is written by the prophet:
6
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what
time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may
come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to
rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures,
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Hymn of the Day

Prepare the Royal Highway

LSB 343

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267
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Sermon

“The ways deep and the weather sharp” Matthew 2:1 & Ezra 8:22

The Journey of the Magi
by T.S. Eliot (1927)
“A cold coming we had of it,
Just the worst time of the year
For a journey, and such a long journey:
The ways deep and the weather sharp,
The very dead of winter.”
And the camels galled, sore-footed, refractory,
Lying down in the melting snow.
There were times we regretted
The summer palaces on slopes, the terraces,
And the silken girls bringing sherbet.
Then the camel men cursing and grumbling
And running away, and wanting their liquor and women,
And the night-fires going out, and the lack of shelters,
And the cities hostile and the towns unfriendly
And the villages dirty and charging high prices:
A hard time we had of it.
At the end we preferred to travel all night,
Sleeping in snatches,
With the voices singing in our ears, saying
That this was all folly.
Then at dawn we came down to a temperate valley,
Wet, below the snow line, smelling of vegetation;
With a running stream and a water-mill beating the darkness,
And three trees on the low sky,
And an old white horse galloped away in the meadow.
Then we came to a tavern with vine-leaves over the lintel,
8

Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of silver,
And feet kicking the empty wine-skins.
But there was no information, and so we continued
And arrived at evening, not a moment too soon
Finding the place; it was (you may say) satisfactory.
All this was a long time ago, I remember,
And I would do it again, but set down
This set down
This: were we led all that way for
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly,
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death,
But had thought they were different; this Birth was
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,
With an alien people clutching their gods.
I should be glad of another death.
“The Journey of the Magi” (The Ariel Poems): Eliot, T. S. The Ariel Poems. Faber & Faber, 2014.

Responsory (Based on Mary’s Song—the Magnificat—Luke 1:46-55)
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LSB 934 sts. 1–2

Confession of Faith from Luke 24:26-27,32; 4:21; 24:44–49
We confess that Jesus interpreted for us the things written about Himself in all the
Scriptures, starting with Moses and going through all the Prophets, so that our
hearts burn within us when He opens the Scriptures to us by His Holy Spirit to reveal
His grace and mercy. ——As Jesus declared, “Today these words have been fulfilled
in your hearing.”——He has opened our minds to understand the Scriptures, and
shown us, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise
from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in
His name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.
And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you—the Holy Spirit.”
Amen.
Prayer Requests

In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Closing Prayer (Based on Simeon’s Song—Luke 2:29-32)
P: Lord, now You let Your servants go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled. Our own
eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the sight of every
people: a light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people Israel,
the salvation which we have received in the body and blood of Your Son, our
Lord, Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
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Benediction (Blessing) (Based on the Beatitudes—Luke 6:20-23)
P: The Lord Jesus lifts up His eyes on you, His disciples, and says:
“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied.
Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.
Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you
on account of the Son of Man!
Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy,
for behold, great is your reward in heaven.”
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.
Closing Hymn

Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer

Announcements
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, November 28
In-Person Worship*(In Gym) – 9AM
Fellowship 10-10:30AM
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM
Wednesday, December 1
In-Person Worship*(In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM
Sunday, December 5
In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) – 9AM
Fellowship 10-10:30AM
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM
Wednesday, December 8
In-Person Worship*(In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM
Sunday, December 12
In-Person Worship*(In Gym) – 9AM
Fellowship 10-10:30AM
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM
Sunday School Program *(In Gym) – 4PM
Wednesday, December 15
In-Person Worship*(In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM
Sunday, December 19
In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) – 9AM
Fellowship 10-10:30AM
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM
Friday, December 24
In-Person Worship*(In Gym) – 6:30PM
Saturday, December 25
In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) – 10AM
Sunday, December 26
In-Person Worship*(In Gym) – 10AM
*For in-person worship and/or communion in the gym and sanctuary, seating and/or communion will be
physically distanced with masks required. For in-person worship there will be Live liturgy, readings,
sermon, singing and prayers. whenever possible, we will livestream through Facebook each week and will
post the recording to the Bethel website.
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