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ADVENT PROPHETS 
This service draws from readings often used for the weeks of Advent,  

the Old Testament prophets who pointed to the first Advent of Jesus, His birth,  
and His Second Advent still to come.  

Entrance Words and Invocation                         based on Jeremiah 33:14-16 
P: “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the LORD. 
C: When He will fulfill the promise He made to all of His people. 
P: In those days and at that time  

the LORD will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David. 
C: That Branch is a son of David.  That Branch is Jesus, the Son of God. 
P: The Branch shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
C: In those days the LORD’s people will be saved  
 and His Church will dwell securely. 
P: And this is the name by which the Church will be called: 
C: The LORD is our righteousness. 
P: What does that name mean? 
C: We, His people, are righteous through His righteousness. 
 We are holy because He makes us holy through His Son. 
P: Let us remember our baptisms, 

  when the Lord became our righteousness… 
in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen! 
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Opening Hymn   Hark the Glad Sound    LSB 349 

 

 

 
 

Preparation for God’s Word     based on Malachi 3:1-7b  
P: “Behold, I send my messenger  
  and he will prepare the way before me,” says the Lord. 
C: This is John the Baptist who announced that the Messiah is Jesus. 
P: Shall we rejoice that the LORD has sent His messenger, 
  that the Messiah Jesus has come into our midst?  
C: Yes, we shall rejoice; but our sin causes us to fear His coming. 
P: The Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 
C: But who can endure the day of his coming,  
 and who can stand when he appears?  
 For he is like a refiner’s fire  
 burning away the worthless material in us.   
 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,  

and he will purify us from all our sin.  
P: And the LORD declares to you today  

that His mercies are new every morning.  He says: 
“I the LORD do not change;  
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therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 
From the days of your fathers  
you have turned aside from my statutes  
and have not kept them.  
Return to me, and I will return to you,”  
says the LORD of hosts.  
Your LORD has drawn you back to Himself  
through His Son, Jesus. 
You have returned to the LORD  
through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
You have returned and find forgiveness for all of your sins 
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
P: And this is the name by which the Church will be called: 
C: The LORD is our righteousness.  Amen. 

Versicles                        (Advent)  
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may 

be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Epistle (New Testament Letter)        1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 (ESV) 
9What thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for 

your sake before our God, 10as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see 
you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith? 

11Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 
12and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, 
as we do for you, 13so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before 
our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 

Introit for the 1st Sunday in Advent            Psalm 89:6, 14–16, 18; 

P: Behold, your king is coming to you;        antiphon (repeated verse): Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

C: righteous and having salvation. 
P: Who in the skies can be compared to the LORD? 
C: Who among the heavenly beings is like the Lord? 
P: Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; 
C: steadfast love and faithfulness go before you. 
P: Blessèd are the people who know the festival shout, 
C: who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face, 
P: who exult in your name all the day 
C: and in your righteousness are exalted. 
P: For our shield belongs to the LORD, 
C: our king to the Holy One of Israel. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P: Behold, your king is coming to you; 
C: righteous and having salvation. Amen. 
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Holy Gospel       Luke 19:28–40 (ESV) 
28When [Jesus] had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 

29When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, 
he sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where on 
entering you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring 
it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has 
need of it.’” 32So those who were sent went away and found it just as he had told 
them. 33And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you 
untying the colt?” 34And they said, “The Lord has need of it.” 35And they brought it to 
Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36And as he rode 
along, they spread their cloaks on the road. 37As he was drawing near—already on 
the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began to 
rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, 
38saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven 
and glory in the highest!” 39And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, 
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the 
very stones would cry out.” 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Hymn of the Day   Ride On, Ride On in Majesty    LSB 441 
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Reading from an Advent Prophet    Jeremiah 33:14–16 (ESV) 

14“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I 
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I 
will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will 
dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The LORD is our 
righteousness.’” 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.     
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon  “What Does Justice & Righteousness Look Like?”  
 Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Confession of Faith             Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of the Church 
P: Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
C: and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
P: Merciful Father, whose guiding hand has brought us to the completion of this 

day, we humbly pray You to stay with us and shelter us in quiet hours of this 
night that we, who are wearied by the changes and chances of this passing 
world, may rest in Your changeless peace.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is 

no threat. Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, 
especially those who watch and work on behalf of others. Grant them 
diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and 
competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of other with 
confidence and compassion; Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Gracious Lord, we give You thanks for the day, especially for the good we were 

permitted to give and to receive. The day is now past, and we commit it to 
You. We entrust to You the night and rest in Your peace, for You are our help, 
and You neither slumber nor sleep. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

(Pastor may add other prayers here) 

P: Let us pray together. 
C: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my 
sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your 
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel 
be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

(Silence for meditation) 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Versicles                        (Advent)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction          based on Micah 5:2-5a 

P: Jesus shall stand and shepherd his flock  
 in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And you, His flock, shall dwell secure,  
 for now He shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
 And He shall be your peace. 
 The almighty and merciful Lord,  
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
 bless you and always watch over you.     

C:  Amen.  
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Closing Hymn  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus     LSB 338 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 
Bethel Baby Shower Ministry Giving Tree 

 
Bethel’s Baby Shower Ministry is busy delivering baskets 
of baby items to families in the community.  There have 
been many requests, so our supply of baby items is 
running low.  A “Giving Tree” is available in the Bethel 
Fellowship Hall to request items that are needed so 

Bethel can continue this very special outreach mission. Donated 
items can be dropped off and put under the Giving Tree. Contact 
Kathy DeLassus, Dave Ross or the Bethel Office with any questions. 
 



11 

 UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Wednesday, December 1 
In-Person Worship*(In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, December 5   
In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10-10:30AM 
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM 

Wednesday, December 8 
In-Person Worship*(In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, December 12 
In-Person Worship*(In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10-10:30AM 
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM 

Sunday School Program *(In Gym) – 4PM 

Wednesday, December 15 
In-Person Worship*(In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, December 19 
In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10-10:30AM 
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM 

Friday, December 24 
In-Person Worship*(In Gym) – 6:30PM 

Saturday, December 25 
In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) – 10AM 

Sunday, December 26 
In-Person Worship*(In Gym) – 10AM 

*For in-person worship and/or communion in the gym and sanctuary, seating and/or 
communion will be physically distanced with masks required. For in-person worship 
there will be Live liturgy, readings, sermon, singing and prayers. whenever possible, we 
will livestream through Facebook each week and will post the recording to the Bethel 
website.  
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