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THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE SERVICE
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Luke’s Gospel.
Luke is the focus of Year C Gospel readings in the Lectionary.

Opening Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 sts. 1, 4-6
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10O come, O come, Em - man - wu - el And ran - som
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jes - se’s tree, Free them from
5 O come, Thou Key of Da - vid, come, And o - pen
6 O come, Thou Day-spring from on high, And cheer us
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ex - ile here Un - tl the Son of God ap - pear.
pow’r to save, And give them vic - t'ry oO’er the grave.
leads on high, And close the path to mis - er - y.
clouds of night, And death’s dark shad - ows put to flight.
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Invocation (Based on Luke 2:14)

NITOTITOD

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Glory to God in the highest,

peace to all the Earth,

and goodwill from God in heaven.

Amen.

Confession and Absolution

P:

Y

(Based on the Song of Zechariah—Luke 1:68-79 (LSB 238), along with Luke 3:7-8,10; 15:21)

John the Baptist was called the prophet of the Most High,
for He went before the Lord Jesus to prepare His way,
confronting the people and us with our sin, saying:
“Who warned you to escape from the angry judgment that is coming soon?
Produce fruit that shows you have repented.
Produce actions that show you have changed your hearts and lives.”
The crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?”
And we find ourselves asking this same question.
Lord, we have sinned. What then shall we do?
God calls on us to confess our sin and seek His forgiveness and mercy,
so that these words from the prodigal son in the parable of Jesus
become our own words of confession:
Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you.
I am no longer worthy to be called your child.
John the Baptist, the prophet, went before the Lord Jesus
to give His people knowledge of their salvation
by the forgiveness of their sin.
In the tender compassion of our God,
the dawn from on high shall break upon us
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;
He has come to His people and redeemed them.
He has raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of His servant David.
In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.
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Gloria in Excelsis (based on Luke 2:14) LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev-er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo - ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Collect (Prayer of the Day)

P: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-
begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure
minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.



Anthem Prepare Ye the Way Adult Choir

e Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today.
Maintain this as meditative time.

Prepare ye the way of the Lord.

Prepare ye the way of the Lord.

Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Prepare ye the way of the Lord.

Prepare ye the way of the Lord.

The mountains made low, the rugged places plain.
Prepare the way.

Prepare ye the way of the Lord

prepare ye the way of the Lord

make straight in the desert a highway for our God
three pair ye the way of the Lord

prepare ye the way of the Lord

the mountains made low, the rugged places plain.
prepare the way, the way of the Lord, prepare the way.

Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:1-7b (ESV)

[And the Lord said through the prophet Malachi]: ““Behold, | send my messenger
and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly
come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold,
he is coming, says the LoRD of hosts. >But who can endure the day of his coming, and
who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap.
3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and
refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the
LorD. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LoRrD as in the
days of old and as in former years.

>“Then | will draw near to you for judgment. | will be a swift witness against the
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who
oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those
who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.

®“For I the LorD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not
consumed. ’From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes
and have not kept them.”

L: Thisis the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



Epistle (New Testament Letter) 1 Peter 2:4-12 (ESV)
4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God
chosen and precious, >you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ. ®For it stands in Scripture:
“Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
’So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
““The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”8and
“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. °Once you were not a people, but now you are
God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
"Beloved, | urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the
flesh, which wage war against your soul. ?Keep your conduct among the Gentiles
honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good
deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.

L: Thisis the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1-12 (ESV)
'Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,

behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, *saying, “Where is he who has been
born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet:

8“‘/And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judabh,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.””
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’Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time

the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that | too may
come and worship him.” %After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold,
the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the
place where the child was. ®When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with
great joy. "And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they
fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold

and frankincense and myrrh. ?And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they

departed to their own country by another way.

L: Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn of the Day As with Gladness Men of Old

L5B 397
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s with glad-ness men of old Did
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As they of -fered gifts most rare At
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s with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav - ior,

the guid-ing star be-hold;

to Thy low -1y bed,
Thy cra - dle, rude and bare,
o-ly Je -sus, ev - ry day Keep us in the nar-row way;

In the heav’n-ly coun - try bright Need they no cre - at - ed light;
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As  with joy they hailed its light, Lead - ing
There to bend the knee be - fore Thee,whom heav’n and earth

So may we with ho -1ly joy, Pure

o

And when earth-ly things are past, Bring our  ran-somed souls at

Thou its light, its joy, its crown, Thou

a - dore;
and free from sin’s al - loy,

last

its sun which goes not down;

on - ward, beam-ing bright;

[
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So, most gra-cious Lord, may we Ev - er-more be
So may we with will - ing feet Ev - er

led by Thee.
seek Thy mer - cy seat.

All our cost-liest trea - sures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds Thy glo - ry hide.

le - lu - 1as to our King.

There for-ev - er may we sing Al



Sermon “A hard time we had of it” Matthew 2:1 & 1 Peter 2:11

The Journey of the Magi JOURNEY
by T.S. Eliot (1927) OF THE MAGI

By T. S. ELIOT

“A cold coming we had of it,

Just the worst time of the year

For a journey, and such a long journey:

The ways deep and the weather sharp,

The very dead of winter.”

And the camels galled, sore-footed, refractory,
Lying down in the melting snow.

There were times we regretted

The summer palaces on slopes, the terraces,
And the silken girls bringing sherbet. s R
Then the camel men cursing and grumbling

And running away, and wanting their liquor and women,

And the night-fires going out, and the lack of shelters,

And the cities hostile and the towns unfriendly

And the villages dirty and charging high prices:

A hard time we had of it.

At the end we preferred to travel all night,

Sleeping in snatches,

With the voices singing in our ears, saying

That this was all folly.

Then at dawn we came down to a temperate valley,

Wet, below the snow line, smelling of vegetation;

With a running stream and a water-mill beating the darkness,

And three trees on the low sky,

And an old white horse galloped away in the meadow.

Then we came to a tavern with vine-leaves over the lintel,
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Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of silver,

And feet kickjng the empty wine-skins.

But there was no information, and so we continued

And arrived at evening, not a moment too soon

Finding the place; it was (you may say) satisfactory.

All this was a long time ago, I remember,

And I would do it again, but set down
This set down

This: were we led all that way for

Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly,

We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death,

But had thought they were different; this Birth was
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.

We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,

But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,

With an alien people clutching their gods.

[ should be glad of another death.

“The Journey of the Magi” (The Ariel Poems): Eliot, T. S. The Ariel Poems. Faber & Faber, 2014.

Responsory (Based on Mary’s Song—the Magnificat—Luke 1:46-55) LsB934sts.
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leaps for  joy in Him. He keeps me in His kind re -
maz - ing things to me. His mer - cy flows; His name like
|
e - |
.) ] I P |
gard, And I am blest for time to come.
light Re - mains in time per - pet - ual - ly.
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Confession of Faith from Luke 24:26-27,32; 4:21; 24:44-49

We confess that Jesus interpreted for us the things written about Himself in all the
Scriptures, starting with Moses and going through all the Prophets, so that our
hearts burn within us when He opens the Scriptures to us by His Holy Spirit to reveal
His grace and mercy. ——As Jesus declared, “Today these words have been fulfilled
in your hearing.”——He has opened our minds to understand the Scriptures, and
shown us, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise
from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in
His name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.
And behold, | am sending the promise of my Father upon you—the Holy Spirit.”
Amen.

Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Prayers

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed

are invited to receive Communion with us

if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,

and the wine is the blood of Christ,

truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe, -
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing
from the Lord.

Communion Distribution

e Ushers on either side will indicate when it is your time to approach one of the railings
on your side of the Gym.

e Family members may be at the same railing.

e Individuals commune at their own railing.

e Pastor will give you the bread, gently dropping it into your outstretched hand.

e The Elder will bring you the tray and you may take an individual cup of wine. The
purple cups on the inside are alcohol removed wine.

e After you have received the bread and wine you may return to your seat.
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Preface (based on Luke 15:2,6,32)

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Rejoice that it is true: What the enemies of our Lord meant as an accusation of

NPT O

wrongdoing has become our hope and salvation: This man, our Lord Jesus, the
Son of God, receives sinners and eats with them.

Rejoice with me!

The Lord receives you as sinners and invites you to eat at His Table.
Rejoice with me!

The Lord has found His sheep that were lost.

Rejoice with me!

For you were dead, and now are alive in Him.

We were lost, and now are found.

Proper Preface for Luke
P: We pray: Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for You
have mightily governed and protected Your holy Church, in which the blessed
apostles and evangelists proclaimed Your divine and saving Gospel. Therefore
with patriarchs and prophets, apostles and evangelists, with Your servant
Luke, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus (based on Luke 19:38) LSB 903 sts. 4-5
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comes to us To save our fall - en race.

which He reigns, Shall give Him no - bler praise.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
P: You once proclaimed Your saving promise through the prophets of Israel, and by

C

the apostles and evangelists You published the good news of Your saving
promise fulfilled in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Grant that we,
being instructed in the doctrine of the blessed apostles and evangelists, may
faithfully eat His body and drink His blood and declare His salvation to all the
world.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

pP:

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution as in the Gospel of Luke Luke 22:14-20

pP:

“And when the hour [of the Passover meal] came, [Jesus] reclined at table, and
the apostles with him. '>And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this
Passover with you before | suffer. "®For | tell you | will not eat it until it is fulfilled
in the kingdom of God.” 7And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he
said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. ®For I tell you that from now on |
will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” And he
took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them,
saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
2°And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out
for you is the new covenant in my blood.”

Acknowledgements

This liturgy arranged and written by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires.

Portions used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.

Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Luke 3:6-8 used in Confession of Sin and Luke 24:27 used in Confession of Faith are based on Common English Bible (CEB)
Copyright © 2011 by Common English Bible.

“The Journey of the Magi” (The Ariel Poems): Eliot, T. S. The Ariel Poems. Faber & Faber, 2014.

Cover & sermon images: E. McKnight Kauffer (1927).
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Pax Domini (The Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

of the Lord)

C: And also with you.

(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)

First Distribution Hymn

Savior of the Nations, Come

LSB 332sts. 14,7
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1 Sav - 1ior of the na - tions, come, Vir - gin’s Son, make
2 Not by hu - man flesh and blood, By the Spir - it
3 Here a maid was  found with child, Yet re - mained a
4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and
7 From the man-ger new - born light Shines in glo - ry
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here Your home! Mar - vel now, O heav’n and earth,
of our God, Was the Word of God made flesh—
vir - gin mild. In her womb this truth was  shown:
king - ly hall; God of God, yet ful - ly man,
through the night. Dark - ness there no more re - sides;
f) | pr—
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
His he - 10 - ic course be - gan.
In this light faith now a - bides.

Text (sts. 3, 7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 Text (sts. 1-2) and tune: Public domain
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Second Distribution Hymn Once He Came in Blessing LSB 333
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I Once He came in bless - ing, All our sins re -
2 Now He gent - ly leads us; With Him - self He
3 Soon will come that hour When with might - y
4 Come, then, O Lord Je - sus, From our sins re -
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dress - ing; Came n like - ness low - ly,
feeds us Pre - cious food from heav - en,
pow - er Christ  will come in splen - dor
lease us. Keep our hearts be - liev - ing,
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Son of God most ho - ly; Bore the cross to
Pledge of peace here  giv - en, Man - na that will
And will judg-ment ren - der, With the faith - ful
That we, grace re - ceiv - ing, Ev - er may con -
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save us; Hope and free - dom gave us.
nour - ish Souls that they may flour - ish.
shar - ing Joy be - yond com - par ing.
fess You Till in heav’n we bless You.

Text (sts. 2—3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267

Common Dismissal

P: Now may this true body and blood. . .and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer (Based on Simeon’s Song—Luke 2:29-32)

P: Let us pray. Lord, now You let Your servants go in peace; Your word has been
fulfilled. Our own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the
sight of every people: a light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your
people Israel, the salvation which we have received in the body and blood of
Your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.
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Benediction (Blessing) (Based on the Beatitudes—Luke 6:20-23)

P: The Lord Jesus lifts up His eyes on you, His disciples, and says:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied.

Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.

Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you

on account of the Son of Man!

Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy,

for behold, great is your reward in heaven.”

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.

Closing Hymn Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go LSB 920; tune: 616
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1 Forth in peace  of  Christ we Christ to  the
2 King of hearts, Christ makes us King - ship with
3 Priests of world, Christ sends us This world of
4 Christ’s are lips, His Word we Proph - ets are
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world  with joy we  bring; Christ in our minds, Christ
Him His ser - vants gain; With  Christ the  Ser- vant
time to con - se - crate, This world of sin by
we whose deeds pro- claim Christ’s truth in love that
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on our Christ in our hearts, the world’s true Kking.
Lord of Christ’s world we  serve share Christ’s reign.
grace to Christ’s world in  Christ re - cre- ate.
we may Christ in the world, spread Christ’s name.

5 We are the Church; Christ bids us show
That in His Church all nations find

Their hearth and home where Christ restores

True peace, true love to all mankind.

Announcements

©1969, 1987 James Quinn; admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission.
© 2003 Kurt E. Reinhardt. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE

PRAY

Sunday, December 5 NN
In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) — 9AM B 1 s
Fellowship 10-10:30AM s Ll &

Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM

Wednesday, December 8
In-Person Worship*(In Sanctuary) — 6:30PM

Sunday, December 12
In-Person Worship*(In Gym) — 9AM
Fellowship 10-10:30AM
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM
Sunday School Program *(In Gym) — 4PM

Wednesday, December 15
In-Person Worship*(In Sanctuary) — 6:30PM

Sunday, December 19
In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) — 9AM
Fellowship 10-10:30AM
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM

Friday, December 24
In-Person Worship*(In Gym) — 6:30PM

Saturday, December 25
In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) — 10AM

Sunday, December 26
In-Person Worship*(In Gym) — 10AM

*For in-person worship and/or communion in the gym and sanctuary, seating and/or
communion will be physically distanced with masks required. For in-person worship
there will be Live liturgy, readings, sermon, singing and prayers. whenever possible, we
will livestream through Facebook each week and will post the recording to the Bethel

website.

16



