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Disciples at Bethel: 
1. Trust that Bethel is seeking to teach faith in Jesus according to God's 

Word as best expressed in Lutheran theology according to the Lutheran 
Confessions, knowing that even if you are not certain about every 
teaching at all times, Bethel seeks God’s truth and not our own truth. 

2. Ask to be shepherded (cared for in your faith) and be held accountable in 
your life as a believer in Jesus. 

3.  Commit to encourage fellow believers at Bethel in their faith. 

4.  Serve the community around us—God's Kingdom— 
  in partnership with this gathering of believers, 
5.  Support the mission of the congregation to bring the Gospel  
        to those who need Jesus. 
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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
 DAVE AND CHERYL ROSS IN CELEBRATION OF DAVE’S BIRTHDAY 

1 CORINTHIANS SERVICE 
Worship in a traditional order that uses portions of 1 Corinthians.   

Opening Hymn   The Gifts Christ Freely Gives               LSB 602 sts. 1–2, 4, 6 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Invocation (Based on 1 Corinthians 1:2-3)  
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: To the church of God, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, 
C:  Together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
P:  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
C: Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution (Based on 1 Corinthians 10:6-13, 15:56-57, 5:7a) 
P:  Paul warns the Corinthians from Israel’s history: “Do not be idolaters,”  

“we should not test the Lord,” and “do not grumble.”  “So if you think you are 
standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!  No temptation has seized you 
except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; He will not let you be 
tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, He will also 
provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”  Do you recognize that 
you are tempted in many ways? 

C:  Yes. 
P: “The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.” 
All: “But thanks be to God!   
 He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.”     
P: “For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed” for our sins. 
C:  Amen!   

Hymn of Praise    Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious      LSB # 548, st. 1 
(based on 1 Corinthians 15:56-57) 
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Collect (Prayer of the Connected Community – based on Ephesians 2:20) 
P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, you have built your Church on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone. Join 
us together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may become a holy 
temple, acceptable to you: through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Anthem  If You Search With All Your Heart  Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today. 

Maintain this as meditative time. 

When you seek Me you shall find Me  If you search with all your heart 
When you seek Me you shall find Me  If you search with all your heart 
When you seek Me you shall find Me  If you search with all your heart 

When you seek Me you shall find Me  If you search with all your heart 
For I know the plans I have for you  Plans of welfare not of evil 
For I know the plans I have for you  Plans of hope and a future 
I will bring you out of bondage  To the land I have prepared 
I will bring you out of bondage  I will bring you home to me 

For I know the plans I have for you Plans of welfare not of evil 
For I know the plans I have for you  Plans of hope and a future 

When you seek Me you shall find Me  If you search with all your heart 
I will bring you out of bondage, I will bring you home to Me. 
I will bring you home to Me. 
 

Old Testament Reading                Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10 (ESV) 
1 All the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And 

they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had 
commanded Israel. 2So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both 
men and women and all who could understand what they heard, on the first day of 
the seventh month. 3And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate 
from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and 
those who could understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to the 
Book of the Law. . . . 

5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the 
people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6And Ezra blessed the LORD, the 
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great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And 
they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. . . . 

8They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, 
so that the people understood the reading. 

9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD 
your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words 
of the Law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine 
and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. 
And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 

Epistle (New Testament Letter)            1 Corinthians 12:12–31a (ESV) 
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 

body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink 
of one Spirit. 

14For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot should 
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it 
any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do 
not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the 
whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body 
were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18But as it is, God arranged the 
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, 
where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 

21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to 
the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem 
to be weaker are indispensable, 23and on those parts of the body that we think less 
honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated 
with greater modesty, 24which our more presentable parts do not require. But God 
has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25that 
there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care 
for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is 
honored, all rejoice together. 
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27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 
miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 
29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all 
possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31But earnestly 
desire the higher gifts. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 

Song of Praise           The Servant Song 
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Holy Gospel        Luke 4:16–30 (ESV) 
16[Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, 

he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17And the scroll 
of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where 
it was written, 

18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
 because he has anointed me 
  to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
 and recovering of sight to the blind, 
  to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 

19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the 

eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21And he began to say to them, “Today 
this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22And all spoke well of him and 
marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not 
this Joseph’s son?” 23And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 
‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your 
hometown as well.” 24And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his 
hometown. 25But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of 
Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine 
came over all the land, 26and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in 
the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27And there were many lepers in Israel 
in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the 
Syrian.” 28When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 
29And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the 
hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 30But 
passing through their midst, he went away. 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn of the Day               I Am the Church 

 

Sermon  “Reprise: Connected Community” 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
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Hymn of Response  Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus      LSB 685, st. 4 alt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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Confession of Faith         1 Corinthians 15:1-6a,20-22,58  
P: Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, 

which you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you 
are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have 
believed in vain.  For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance:  

C:  that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to 
Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of 
the brothers at the same time. Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the 
resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in 
Christ all will be made alive.  Amen. 

P: Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always 
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor 
in the Lord is not in vain.  Amen. 

 
Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction (Blessing) (Based on 1 Corinthians 1:5,7-9 & 16:23) 
P: “In Christ Jesus you have been enriched in every way—in all your speaking and in 

all your knowledge. Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly 
wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.  He will keep you strong to the 
end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

C: God, who has called us into fellowship with His Son Jesus Christ, is faithful.” 
P: The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 
C: Amen. 

Closing Hymn               Love in Christ Is Strong and Living                    LSB 706 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Announcements 
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  UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday, January 23 

In-Person Worship*(In Gym) – 9AM 
Fellowship 10-10:30AM 

Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM 

Sunday, January 30 
In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10-10:30AM 
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM 

Sunday, February 6 
In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10-10:30AM 
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM 

Sunday, February 13 
In-Person Worship*(In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10-10:30AM 
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM 

Sunday, February 20 
In-Person Worship*(In Gym w/Communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10-10:30AM 
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM 

Sunday, February 27 
In-Person Worship*(In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10-10:30AM 
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM 

 

Contact the office if you have any questions about the schedule. Ushers, Readers, and various 
other volunteers are always needed for in-person worship and communion. If you are interested 
in volunteering for one of those roles, please contact the office at office@bethelgurnee.org. 
*For in-person worship and/or communion in the gym and sanctuary, seating and/or 
communion will be physically distanced with masks required. For in-person worship there will 
be Live liturgy, readings, sermon, singing and prayers. whenever possible, we will livestream 
through Facebook each week and will post the recording to the Bethel website.  


