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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
 THE STUTZMAN FAMILY IN CELEBRATION OF THE WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OF DONNA’S PARENTS 

A LITURGY OF DOUBT AND HOPE 
Worship in a traditional order drawing on along with words of doubt and hope  

from Scripture, poets, and writers. 
Opening Hymn       God Loved the World So That He Gave       LSB 571 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 
Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 

Invocation                        Jude 1-2,20-22,25 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ: 
  May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. 
C: To the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
 be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,  
 before all time and now and forever. Amen. 
P: We come to be built up in our most holy faith, 
  building one another up through the Word of God. 
  God the Father calls on us to have compassion on one another: 
C: “Have mercy on those who doubt.” 
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P: God the Son calls on us to support one another  
  as we wait for His mercy that leads to eternal life: 
C:  Jesus is able to keep us from stumbling  
 and to present us blameless before the presence of his glory  
 with great joy. Amen. 
Confession of Sins                Based on “Emmanuel” by Aaron Niequist 
P: Can we just admit together that we’re not fine? 
C: Because I’m not fine, and you’re not fine. 
P: Can we just admit together that we’re afraid? 
C: Because I’m afraid, and you’re afraid. 
P: Can we just admit together that we have doubts? 
C: Because I have doubts, and you have doubts. 
P: Can we just admit together that we’re not free? 
C: Because I’m not free, and I want to be. 
P: If you’re not free, then call out to God with me: 
C: Emmanuel, 
 God with us today, 
 We humbly call out Your Name: 
 Emmanuel, 
 As near as our need, 
 As close as the air that we breathe, 
 Emmanuel. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
P: Can we just admit together that we have failed? 
C: Because I have failed, and you have failed. 
P: Can we just admit that our hands aren’t clean? 
C: And our hearts aren’t clean, and they’ll never be. 
P: Until we’re freed, and mercy sings. 
C: Emmanuel, 
 God with us today, 
 We desperately cling to Your Name: 
 Emmanuel, 
 As near as our need, 
 As close as the air that we breathe. 
 Emmanuel. 
 Lord, have mercy. Amen. 
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Absolution (Forgiveness)       Based on liturgy by Bernie Seter and “Emmanuel” by Aaron Niequist 
P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of 

sinners, which means He does not desire your death. But rather He calls you to 
turn from your wicked ways and find life in the life of Christ. He has had mercy 
upon you. He graciously forgives your sins through the death and resurrection 
of Your Lord Jesus Christ. He strengthens you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to amend your sinful lives according to His will, and will keep you in His grace 
until that day when He will take you to be with Him for eternity. Therefore, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, in His stead and by His command, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 Emmanuel, 
 God with us today, 
 In thanksgiving we praise Your Name: 
 Emmanuel, 
 Who came near so we are freed, 
 As close as the Word that we hear. 
 Emmanuel. 
 The Lord has had mercy on us. 
P: Now we can admit together that we’ve failed, 
C: Because I am forgiven, and you are forgiven. 
P: Now we can admit together that our hands aren’t clean, 
C: Because Jesus made me clean, and He made you clean. 
P: If you’re now free, then call out to God with me: 
C: Emmanuel, 
 God with us today, 
 In thanksgiving we praise Your Name: 
 Emmanuel. 
 The Lord has had mercy on us. Amen. 



 

5 

Song of Praise                             I Love You Lord 

        
Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: Let us pray.  Dear Jesus, in Your mercy You commissioned Peter to love Your Church 

and granted him the gifts of Your Spirit to strengthen and sustain him in his 
ministry. Because You have also commissioned us to love Your Church and Your 
world, fill us with wisdom and patience, and with love and faithfulness to Your 
Word, so that with gladness we may teach, comfort, counsel, and guide Your 
people in the way to life everlasting; through You, Lord Jesus, through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Anthem   Wonderful Words of Life   Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today. 

Maintain this as meditative time. 
Sing them over again to me, wonderful words of life; 
Let me more of their beauty see, wonderful words of life; 
Words of life and beauty teach me faith and duty. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 

Christ, the blessed one, gives to all wonderful words of life; 
Sinner, list to the loving call, wonderful words of life; 
All so freely given, wooing us to heaven. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 

Sweetly echo the gospel call, wonderful words of life; 
Offer pardon and peace to all, wonderful words of life; 
Jesus, only Savior, sanctify forever. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 

Holy Gospel                     John 21:2-3,9–19 (ESV) 
[On the day after the Resurrection] 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), 

Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples 
were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, 
“We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they 
caught nothing…. 

9[In the morning] when they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, 
with fish laid out on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that 
you have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full 
of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 
12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared 
ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread 
and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14This was now the third time that Jesus 
was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of 
John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I 
love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16He said to him a second time, “Simon, 
son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” 
He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of 



 

7 

John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do 
you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love 
you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were 
young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are 
old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where 
you do not want to go.” 19(This he said to show by what kind of death he was to 
glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Epistle (New Testament Letter)          1 Peter 5:1–5 (ESV) 

1So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 
2shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 
3not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 4And 
when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 
5Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of 
you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace 
to the humble.” 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
Verses for Lent                
Put on the whole armor of God,       Ephesians 6:11(ESV) 

that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 
[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus,     Hebrews 12:2(ESV) 
 the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.       Ezekiel 34:11, 12b; (ESV) 
Behold, I will search for my sheep and will seek them out; Jeremiah 23:4a,b(ESV) 
 I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered. 
I will set shepherds over them who will care for them, 
 and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed. 
L: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
C: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day       Long before the World Is Waking  LSB 485 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 

Tune: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, 1698, Darmstadt 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Sermon JESUS + JUSTICE…Commissioned to Love  
John 21:9-19 
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Hymn of Response  Just as I Am, without One Plea LSB 570, sts. 1,3,5 

 

 

 
Confession of Faith (adapted from the Apostles’ Creed)            First Nations Version 
Our Father and Creator, the One Above Us All,  
 made all things in the world above and the earth below. 
Jesus, his special born Son,  
 was fathered by the Holy Spirit  
 and was born into this world through a virgin named Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, a ruler of the Roman people,  
 who had him nailed to a tree pole, the cross, where he bled to death. 
He was buried and then went down to the world of the dead. 
On the third day he came back to life, never to die again. 
He returned to his Father in the world above  
 and sat down at his powerful right hand.  
One day he will return to this earth to make the final decision  
 about the eternity of the living and the dead. 
After he went to the world above,  
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to us from the Father,  
 to live in and through us. 
There is only one holy and world-wide group of believers in Jesus 
 —a Sacred Family called his Church.  
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All of the Holy Spirit’s holy people sit together equally in this Family  
 and share his Sacred Food at his table. 
He has forgiven us and set us free from all of our broken ways,  
 and all who trust in him, even though they cross over to death,  
 will be brought back to life again,  
 to a life that will never end. Amen. 

Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Prayers of the Church       based on Langston Hughes’ poem “Prayer [2]” 
P: Gather up 
  in the arms of your mercy 
C: The sick, the depraved 
 The desperate, the tired, 
P: All the scum 
  of our weary city. 
  Gather up 
C: In the arms of your mercy. 
P: Gather up 
C: In the arms of your love— 
P: Those who expect 
C: No love from above. 
P: For them—for us— 
C: We pray now.       Pastor then offers the Prayers of the Church 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  
 

* Jesus reached out to people considered 
by others to be “scum”. We reach out to 
all people. And we ourselves may even 
feel like “scum” sometimes.  

     But look at how God responds with love. 
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Communion Distribution 
 Ushers on either side will indicate when it is your time to approach one of the railings on your 

side of the Gym. 
 Family members may be at the same railing.  
 Individuals commune at their own railing. 
 Pastor will give you the bread, gently dropping it into your outstretched hand. 
 The Elder will bring you the tray and you may take an individual cup of wine. The purple cups 

on the inside are alcohol removed wine. 
 After you have received the bread and wine you may return to your seat. 

Preface              Based on “God’s Children” and “Changed” by Aaron Niequist 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: We come to the altar of God. Let us pray: 

 Father of the beaten down 
 Lover of the strong and proud 
 God of every class, from the greenest grass to the underpass 
 You’re the Maker of us all 
 Father of each citizen 
 Lover of each immigrant 
 God of everyone who has ever been an alien 
 You’re Creator of us all 
 Father of the most oppressed 
 Lover of the least impressed, 

C: Thank You for seeing our need, 
 Loving us, crying for us,  
 dying for us, rising for us,  
 feeding us, returning for us.  
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P: We were all once aliens, 
 And we’re all so full of sin, 
 But in Jesus’ name we are welcomed in, as citizens, 
 A brand new family, old and young, 
 From every nation, faith, and tongue, 
 A new creation has begun. 

C: In Jesus’ name I’ve been changed, I’ve been filled, 
 I’ve been found, I’ve been freed, I’ve been saved! 
 In Jesus’ blood I’ve been loved, I’ve been cleansed, 
 And redeemed and released and rearranged. 
 In Jesus’ name we are changed, we are called, 
 We are chosen, adopted, and named! 
 In Jesus’ blood we are loved, we are healed, 
 We’re forgiven and free of our shame! 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution  

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
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First Distribution Hymn      Your Table I Approach                                            LSB 628 

 

 
 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 
    That earth and hell combined 
May not about this sacrament 
    Raise doubt within my mind. 
 

6 Oh, may I never fail 
    To thank You day and night 
For Your true body and true blood, 
    O God, my peace and light. 

Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633–1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
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Second Distribution Hymn    Glory Be to Jesus    LSB 433 

 

 
5 Oft as earth exulting 
    Wafts its praise on high, 
Angel hosts rejoicing 
    Make their glad reply. 
6 Lift we, then, our voices, 
    Swell the mighty flood; 
Louder still and louder 
    Praise the precious blood! 

Text: Italian, c. 18th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804–76 

Post-Communion Prayer  
P: Let us pray. Thank You, Jesus, for seeing our need, giving us Your body and blood 

for our forgiveness and salvation. Thank You for loving us, crying for us, dying 
for us, rising for us, feeding us, and one day returning for us. Keep us believing 
until that day. 

C:  Amen. 

Benediction (Blessing)        Colossians 1:19-20 
P: God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Jesus Christ, and through Him to 

reconcile to Himself all things, by making peace through His blood, shed on the 
cross. You are reconciled to God the Father, through the work of God the Son, 
and kept in this faith by God the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn      My Faith Looks Up to Thee   LSB 702 

 

 

 
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808–87 

Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 

 

Announcements 
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The Governing Board, with consultation of the Elders, Reopening Team, 
Sunday School Staff, and Staff, are made the following changes to the masking 
requirements at Bethel. This is in line with the end of the Illinois mask 
mandate, along with monitoring the input of the Lake County Health 
Department. 

 Masks are optional for most activities in the building, including worship. 
 Sunday School (PreK-8th grade) will continue to require masking 

(students & teachers). 
 Preschool plans to continue masking the rest of the school year. 
 Pastor & communion assistants will mask for distribution. 
 Worship - chairs & communion rails will remain distanced until Easter 

when we may be able to return to a more normal setup. 
 Pastor will mask when greeting people before and after worship, 

gauging that by how many people are continuing to wear masks. 

All along our communication has been to follow the CDC and Health 
Department Guidelines out of genuine love and concern for others, including 
encouraging masking and vaccination (after consulting with your doctor). 

Any further questions? Please contact the Bethel Governing Board at 
govboard@bethelgurnee.org. 

 


